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Inipresition, that conscquenceit of everlasting moment depend ou the senti> 
meats we adopt respecting it/' Amon. 



oOo 

HALIFAX, N. S. 
i'RlNTED BV WILLIAM CUNNABELL,— ARGYLE STREET, 



1837. 






HAiVARBCillftf UlMBr 



y, 



/ ^/< ;? C^ y^^^ 




The present woik is conimitlctl to tlic Press 
■with llie profosseil design of opposing the pro- 
gress of a doctrine, the most insidious, delusive, 
and fatal, of all the lieretical doctrines, with 
which the Christian church has ever been infec- 
ted. — Opinions of a heterodox ical character, may 
be broached and disseminated, and, in some in- 
stances, from their comparatively harmleiss ten- 
dency, may be allowed to pass witliout public 
objurgation; and no especial or important evils 
follow from such silence. But to allow a doc- 
trine, which strikes a blow at the root of Christi- 
anity, and is subversive of llie very fumlumcntal 
truths of Uivine Revelation, to pass minoticed, 
without some public expression of condemnation, 
is an act of aggravated criminality in those who 
are the guardians of morals and Religion, and 
are " set for the defence" of the truth. 

Siicli a doctrine is Universalisui, both in its 
Modern and Ancient form ; and to the present 
ftttempt to arrest it in its course, and caution thv 
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unwary, the Writer has been impelled by a 
sense of imperative obligation. Most conscien- 
tiously believing Universalism to be at once, the 
most plausible, and ruinous to the souls of men, 
of all the schemes invented by the agency of the 
Infernal Spirit to deceive the nations, and peo- 
ple the regions of everlasting vroe, — and painful- 
ly conscious of the actually sad virorkings of this 
diabolical system in the utter ruin of the hopes 
and happiness of many of his fellow-men, — he 
looks upon it as a duty he owes to his God, to 
the Christian church, and the public generally y 
to expose the fallacy of the boasted doctrine 
of Universal salvation or Universal Restoration, 
by exhibiting its absolute irreconcileabity with 
the entire system of Revealed Truth, — Others, 
before him, have toiled in the same honorable 
employment ; but as their publications are not 
in general circulation in these Provinces, some- 
thing of a popular character to meet the exigen- 
cies of the community is still deemed necessary^ 
— to supply which the present work has been 
prepared. 

In the course of his enquiries, it will be seen, 
he has availed himself of the helps, whicli other 
Writers on Universalism, and commentators, ge- 
nerally, afford; — the assistance thus derived is 
duly acknowledged. Their remarks are quoted, 
sometimes to confirm the writer's own opinion, 
and at other times, to place subjects of doctrine 
and criticism in new, varied and impressive 
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paints of view, so that in the mouths of nume* 
ous witnesses the truth may be establisiied . 

In a few instances he has yielded to a little 
playfulness of fancy ; with no intention, how- 
ever, of exciting a spirit of levity on so solemn a 
subject as that which involves the eternal destiny 
of men, but solely, to expose the extreme folly 
of the lofty pretensions of the Universal! st 
system. 

To convince of his error a thorough Univcrsa- 
list, so as to cause him to abandon it, is almost a 
hopeless task. In not a few instances, it is to be 
feared, persons of this faith, are given over to 
*' strong delusion that th y should believe a lie." 
By such. Truth, tho' supported by the whole 
weight of scripture- testimony, is despised : on 
their wilfully perverted understandings and ob- 
durated hearts it makes no deep, no permanent 
]mpre:$sion: — tlic consequences of such perversity 
and obduralion, fearful and dismaying as they 
are, must be borne by themselves under circum- 
stances of hopeless remedy. — Sufficient, however, 
it is thought, is contained in the following pages, 
to satisfy the enquiries of every sincere seeker 
lifter truth and to assure him of the falsity of 
Universalism. To all such, and the community 
generally, the present publication is now com- 
mitted, witii an earnest desire, that it miy be ren- 
dered instrumental, under the Divine blessing, 
of reclaiming, if possible, such as have wandered 
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VmVERSALlSM UNSCRIPTURJL. 



Chapter I. 

Ox Hell, As a plXc^e of future punishment. The 

MEANINGS OF ShEOL, HaDES, AND GeHENNA, 

CONSIDERED. 

As this work professes to contain a refutation of Mo- 
dern and Ancient Universal ism, it will be necessary 
briefly to state, that the Ancient Universalists were th« 
advocates of a limited future punishment, embracing the 
doctrine of the final restoration to eternal happiness in 
heaven of all lapsed irUelligencies ; but the Modern Un't- 
versalists, as contradistinguished from the former, be- 
lieve in no future punishment whatever^ asserting that 
all men are punished in this world for their sin.s, and, 
on death, are immediately received to everduring felicity. 
Both opinions, however, are entertained by numerous 
per;$ons at the present day : — the term *' modern" is 
fi'iven to distinguish the liter modification of Univcrsalism 
from the former, — not with the intention of conveying 
the idea that all the Universalists of the present ago are 
unanimous in their rejection of a future limited punish- 
ment. 

For the sake of method we shall commenco with tbo 
opinions of the ojodcrus. 
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The reader must not be surprised to learn that the 
*' Modern Universalists" boldly and roundly affirm that 
the words rendered Hell in no one placet either in the Old 
or New Testament, signify a place of punishment. The 
boldness with which they make the assertion is doubtless 
equalled only by the ignorance which gives it birth. The 
fact is, they go here on a principle of extremely errone- 
ous interpretation: — because the word or words, now in 
question, do not in every instance ^ mean a place of fu- 
ture misery, they at once conclude they have this mean- 
ing in no one instance. The folly of such a mode of in- 
terpretation need scarcely to be remarked upon. By the 
same method, we might prove that man has no soul, no 
immaterial, immortal, intelligent principle^ for the word 
souly in the Scriptures is sometimes used for animal life; 
— thus the Psalmist says, " Let the enemies persecute my 
soul and take it" — let him take away my life; and it has 
been well observed, that, ** by the same mode of reason- 
ing, it might be proved, that there is no place of happi* 
ness for the righteous in the future world, for the term 
heaven is often used to denote only the regions of the at* 
mosphere. Thus the Scriptures speak of the fowls of 
heaven; the rain of heaven; and of .^oun^ Sinai burning 
in the midst of heaven.^' Nothing therefore can be more 
fallacious than this mode of interpretation; for by it a per- 
son may make words sf>eak whatever he please, as almost 
all words have various meanings. 

The words translated *^ heW in the Scriptures are 
Sheoli Hebrew; Hades, also Gehenna, Greek. 

The word Sheol is derived from- the verb Shal, which 
signifies to ask, require, desire, and has different meanings. 

Sometimes it signifies the grave. Thus Jacob says, *' I 
will go down into the grave, unto my son, mourning;'' 
Gen xxxvii. 35. And the Psalmist *' Let death seize upon 
them, and let them go dowu quick into hell," into tb^ 
grave. Ps. 1. 15. 



|[ M aljo u^ei] 13 n general name o/ M« invisible toorltt, , 

the p/oes of departetl spirita, whether good or evil, hap- | 

py or tnidcruhle. " With respect to the Huhrew term ! 
Sheul, the learned Viteingi remarks on llie celehruted 

passage in IsAii.H, (xiv. 9:) which Lowiu iranalateg J 

"Itnda? [i^Iiaol] frotn henenlh is moved, bscniuB ■ 

Of llieo la meet Ihee ul tbj comiag; I 

Ila ronselli fur Ibee the miglity duud, all itis 1 

«i)i-ut cLicfi of (lie oarlh; [ihu Reyhaim, > 

tihadi;! oi Manes;]" * 

that though the word is lined, for the grave or tepnlehre, 
it cannot ba so taken in this passage, that it ia hero the 
place of the iOula of men r eleaied from tho body by dcntli; 
«nil thut Ihid cmirc region was culled hy the Jews Sheol, 
liy (be Greeka Hades, and by tho Latins laferi." 

The word Sheol, likewise tlenoius a place of future 
pmi»hment. \i' not, why should it be something prc- 
dicateil exclusively of the fiiluro aiute of the wicked i 
Or why ehouhl It he sotnelhlng threatened om.v to ibusa 
who live and die in a state of dinobedicnce i When u^ed 
to signify the grave, or xhe general abode of departed \ 

tpirit; it mny he applied to the righteous with the saino 
propriety as to the wicked. But there are pas^iigns, in I 

which it is applied to the wicked only, and thus iilfu 
in the way of threatening, or cmphatie declaration of their 
avfui eondilioni und in such passngea the word Sheol, _ i 
munt have a ineaniug beyond either of the two first , 

■■signed, — a meoiiing expressive of the future ptmiah- ' 

in«ii( and misery of the wicked, so repeatedly asserted in 
other porliuas of the word of God. Thus, the uicked 
(hail lie turned into hell, Sheol, and all the nalittai ihiit ' 

foTgttOod." P*. ix. 17. This verso we apprehend fully ] 

jifovca our point. Certain characters are here apecilied, ' 

Iho " wicked" and " ihe nations that forget God"— a cur- j 

tNin threatening; is denounced as bearing exclusivrly on 
fuluro stut«, they "(hail be turned iutu Ucll" 
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Now, if tbe word Sheol, hell, means here only the sepul- 
chre or the place of separate spirits, then there is nothing^ 
more said of the characters mentioned, than might be said 
of the most holy and obedient. The latter as weH as the 
former go to the grave, the house appointed for all living, 
and their souls enter into the future, spiritual and invisi' 
ble world. On this principle of interpretation, what ob- 
ject had the Psalmist in view in uttering this solemn de- 
claration ? If he only referred to the common lot of 
men, whether good or evil, why fix his attention exclu- 
sively on the ^^ wicked ?" Why single out " the nations 
th^i forget God ?" Why use, in this case, the very strange 
expression, <' shall be turned into hell," evidently im- 
plying something more than the mere placing tbe body 
in the grave, or the entrance of tbe soul into the future 
world ? Was a similar form of expression ever em- 
ployed in reference to the good 7 Can a passage bo 
found in the whole range of revealed truth to this effect. 
'* The righteous shall be turned into hell and all the na- 
tions that obediently remember God?'* No: but we 
read, as marking an essential difference between them, — 
** The wicked is driven away in his wickedness : but the 
righteous hath hope in his death." Prov. xiv. 32. — Psalm 
ix. 17, therefore, if it have any meaning at all, must re- 
fer to the future miserable locality of the characters de- 
scribed. 

" Her feet go dov/n to death, ber steps take bold on 
hell, Sheol." Prov. v. 5. Now this also is spoken of a 
wicked character ; — is something which peculiarly and 
exclusively belongs to this character, and cannot, with the 
the least truth or propriety, apply to its opposite. But 
if Sheol means here only the grave, or place of departed 
spirits, it will apply with the same force to the most 
virtuous, as to the most abandoned character. Agreeably 
to this rendering, there is nothing here but might, with 
equal truth, be affirmed of every daughter of Eve, wbe- 



Xher piota or ntberwise ; for each anil every one orihttn 
in teniling to the tomb nnd lo the eternal world . If ihia 
were all iha "WiBeMnn'' inicndeil to sny. why caution 
his " Son" agniiiBt the "iSlrnnjie womnn" by ihe molinei 
he has employed ? — On the Modern Uiiiversnlisl belief, 
that (hero is no hell, ofniJEery, but all are happy the ina- 
nient (hey enter fulurity, there la no forca, no propriety, 
in ibese moiircs; but Solomon, if po93eese<l of the wisdom 
of our inotlcm Universaliit Divines, should bavo exhori- 
«mI Ilia "Son" directly the reverse; for speedy deaih, 
wonlil be speedy glory. Sheol, therefore, in ihia verse, 
has ft further mcnuing ibnn the ivro iirst assigned, anil is 
esprcsaive ofa plane of future torment. 

The same rensoning ulll apply to Frov. in. 18. <■ But 
ha (the Himple) knoweth not that the deiid ^ghnal)) are 
there, and ihut her guesta ore iu the deplki of hell, 
Sheol." 

Prov. xxiii, 14. is equally explicit, "Thou ahaltbent 
liim vvilh a rod, nnd shale deliver his loui (tam Skeol, 
hell." Here "hell" cannot mean the grrime or f/«M of 
departed ipiriti. Not the grave ; for the "wine man" 
spenks not of the body, but of the loul, nnd none will 
Funiend that the «Oul is buried nnd remains in the tomb ; 
anil tho' we acknowledge, that when, in the preceding 
vpree, be says, " if thou hcalest bim ivith the rod he shnll 
roi die," be mciina, thoi correction may be the means of 
lorning the child from those courses which, if persisted 
in, m\g}A\iint\ to fpeedtj natural death, yet, in the verse 
lnr]ueiition, be is spcakiiTg of n dilTerent thing entirely. 
Correction, sanciilied, may not only prevent immcdiiito 
naturiil death, but may be also tbu means of saving (he 
" tnut" of tho child from (i "bell" of puniihment, a place 
of future tuffering. This nppenra to be the mcnnlng of 
Solomon." The term Sheol, in lU'n verse cannot mean the 
place of departed Ipiriti. For in no proper sense can it 
1 deliver the toul from it. 



6 

Whether bodily chastisement be sanctified or not, the 
soul must enter the spiritual world. There is no alterna- 
tive ; and if sheol here convey no idea of a place of 
punishment hereafter, — if, as it is so strenuously asserted 
by the Modern Universalists, immediate happiness await 
the wicked as well as the good, at the termination of their 
natural life, it is certainly somewhat marvellous that the 
*' wise man*' should recommend present flagellation as a 
means, to keep back the soul from ih\s future happiness, 

** Thus as Stuart observes in his 'Essay on Future 
Punishment,' while the Old Testament employs Sheol, 
in most cases, to designate the grave, the region of the 
dead, the place of departed spirits, it employs it also, in 
some cases, to designate along with this idea of the adjunct 
one of the place of misery, place of punishment, region 
of woe." (0 

The Greek word " Hades," from a negative and idein 
toVee, in its primary sense signifies obscure, invisible, 
and is synonomous with the Hebrew Sheol. 

Hades is sometimes used in the New Testament to de- 
signate the grave. Thus, — O death where is thy sting? O 
grave, hade, where is thy victory?" 1 Cor, xv. 55. 

It is sometimes used to point out the invisible place or 
state of separate souls in general. *' And the sea gave up 
the dead which were in it, and death and hell (Jiades) de- 
liver up the dead which were in them." Rev. xx. 13. (") 

Hades, Vi^ie Sheol, also ^\gni^e^ k place of future tor- 
ment. Thus, — " Th« rich man also died, and in hell 
(hade) he lift up his eyes, being in torments." Luke xvi. 
-23. Surely no person can be so obstinately perverse, or 
so immersed in prejudice, as to contend, xhst hades in this 
verse, means only the grave, or general place of departed 
spirits. If so, why is the exegetical phrase added, **being 

(1) R. Watson's Theol. Die. sub voce " Hell.** 

(2) See this verse explained at large Chapter vi. 



in lormenlt"? Why iho application to Abrnhom fiirre- 
Uef7 — Whni ^ did he wnnt relief from Aa;)pmes» ? Win 
(tie " Rirh Mao" &a burning with love, ao fired wiili de- 
kghl*, that fac coulil not contain himself, and wanted n 
drop of vjoCcr to eaol bis fervow, ami dirttiniah the 
flame 7 — Oye glowing Scraplis, so near the ever-respleii- 
Uoiit Throne, so high in the climes of glory and fslicjiy, — 
why do yc not complain, and agonizingli/ ery for nn ocean 
^wUer to cool your hofy, heavenly ardour* ? — If hadct 
11 ever signifies a place of misery, and if hothaaintaudaiu- 
oer, at death, equally and immediately enter into hcavcJi, 
— why wna ihe case of Dives contrasted, vtilh ihut of 
Loinrus .'—Why is it said, that in Ihis life, Lnzsrua re- 
ceived hia evil things (suffarings) and (ho " Kith Man" 
hia good Ikingt, (worldly comforts and pleasures) anil 
that in the/u(we ilate Lazarus is eomforled, and the ricii 
man tormeiled 1 And why, on the modern Universalist 
[irincipln, was Yi\'veMO very salieitoui i\\a.i h\a five bre- 
thren, should tiot " also come into this place of" happi- 
nuti 1 Did he wi^h to enjoy alt hia comfort alone? Or 
had he shut up the OoteeU of hit companion a^nini^t ihcni 
and hardened his heart with raviihing delighla f If <hpr<! 
lie no (iitfinctt nn of place in the future world, — If no hell 
of sufTuring, if when sinners die, they, with the rij-hteonr, 
nre immediately enwrapped to the " Pnradiee" ofGud, 
whnrc then, we ask, would the " fire breihren," find, at 
death, their "destined place ?"— Dives wished them nni 
tn he in Ihe lamiplace with him ; — i. e. according to ilie 
Modern inlcrpreiutien, in heaeen ? — Into whni other 
plana then could they go, on the termination of nnturn! 
life, if there tie hut nn« place of happiness hereafter. I'lin 
extreme of happinesa and of infelicity is not more op- 
posite, than this entire passage ia to the notiona of Mo- 
dern Unirersnlism, and if it prove not the reality of n 
pliie« of fkiture misery, there is not n verse In the Bilde 
wliieti provus ibo reality of a pluue of future happinL-M. 



Oehenna, is another term used by the Sacred writers 
and translated hell; and here we may remark, that it 
commonly, if not invariably, denotes the place of the 
damned, 

*'It is a corruption of the two Hebrew words Ge^ a 
valley^ and Hinnomy the name of a persqn who was once 
the possessor of it. This valley of Hinnom lay near 
Jerusalem, and had been the place of those abominable 
sacrifices in which the idolatrous Jews burned their chil- 
dren alive to Molech, Baal, or the Swn."~(^) It after- 
ward became the receptacle of the filth of Jerusalem, 
which was consumed by continual fires. 

Now when punishment in Gehenna is threatened, the 
Modern Universal ists refer it to an actual suffering in the 
valley of Hinnom, and assert that no future sufiTering 
whatever is intended. This is a very easy, but a very 
fallacious method of setting aside future punishment. 

It is evident, that neither the Jews, nor our blessed 
Lord,, nor his Apostles, undertood the term in this way, 
tior did they give it this application. That they looked 
upon the valley of Hinnom, with its abominations and 
tires, and worms, as a striking emblem of hell, with its 
(|uenchless fire and deathless worm, is acknowledged. 
But that they regarded the one as synonymous with the 
other may well be denied. " From this valley's having 
been the scene of those infernal sacrifices, and probably 
too from its continuing after the time of king Josiah's 
reformation, (2 Kings xxiii. 10) a place of abominable 
filthiness and poUulion ; the Jews, in our Savioui's time, 
used the compound word Ge Hinnom for hell, xhe place of 
the damned. This appears from that word being thus 
applied by the Chaldee Targums on Ruth ii. 13.Ps. cxl. 
12. Isa. xxvi. 15 — xxxiii. 14. &c. and by the Jerusalem 

(3) Parkbarst's Greek Lex. sub voce Gehenna, 
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Taroom, and ibatof Jonathan Bcn Uziel, on Gen. iij. 
54— x». 17. Coup. ii. Esdras, Apocrjpli. ii. 30." (') 

Speahiog of gehenna, a sensible writer observes, — 
" Tills word, I boow, has been frittered away by Uiii- 
versnlisls, to mean only a valley in the vicinity of Jeru- 
salem. But bow was it used by our Saviour ? and bow 
was it understood by ibe Jeivs wbo heard his discourses P 
I nniwer, with no fear of r.ontradiclion from any intelli- 
gent student of the Bible, that the Saviour always usud 
this term to denote the place of future punishment ; and 
that it was uniformly understood in this sense by the 
Jews of bis tims. It is a word peculiar to the Jews, and 
was employed by them some lime before the coming of 
Christ to denote that part of Sheol which was the habi- 
tation of the wicked after death. This is proved by the 
fact of its being found in the Apocryphal boohs, and 
Jewish Targiims, some of which were written before tho 
timeof our Saviour. These Targums were translations 
and interpretations of the Scriptures. Three of thitse 
Targuma, in remarking upon various passages of the Old 
Testament, use the word CeAenna, and expreiily explain 
it to mem the ptaee of future punishment for the wiekfd . 
If then our Saviour did not use this word in a totally dif- 
ferent sense from that in which it was used by the per- 
sons whom he addressed, be must have employed it to 
denote the place of future punishment. And ibni be did 
thus use it, must be evident to any one who considers ihc 
passages in which the word occurs." (') 

To convict the Uuive realists of uttering a positive and 
thanteleii untruth, in staling that the word kell in ibo 
Scriptures, in uo one passage, denotes aplaee of future 
misery, it is not necessary to adduce all the instances in 
which the word Gehenna is found : — some of ihem, how- 
aver, will now be advanced, abundantly sufficient fur thii^ 
purpose. 
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" And if ibe right eye offend tbee, pluck it out^ and 
cast it from thee : for it is profitable for thee that one of 
thy members should perish and not that thy whole body 
should be cast into hell, gehennan.^^ Matt. v. S9 — also 
repeated v. 30. 

Our Lord is here cautioning bis disciples against the 
indulgence of impure desires ; and it is evident he does 
not enforce his caution by any Jewish mode of extem<U 
punishment. He does not therefore refer to any suffering 
in the valley of Hinnom; for the Jews never punished 
persons, in any way, for the desires of the AeaH,however 
impure, for a good reason, they are not cognizable to 
man ; and, besides this, their religion was outward. Tho 
religion of Christ is spiritual and reaches to the inward 
workings of the soul as well as to the exterior demean- 
our : — he, therefor^, urges his disciples to forego even the 
desire of forbidden pleasures, as this will subject the in- 
dulging parties to future sufiering in hell^ as certainly as 
the outward act. 

''And fear not them which Artflf the body ^hyxX. are not able 
to kill the soul : but rather fear him which is able to des- 
troy both soul and body in hell, geenne," Matt. x. 48. 

A more fatal passage, than this to the scheme we are 
opposing, the Universalists never need wish to encounter. 
To be convinced of this, it is only necessary to read 
it with their gloss. ** Fear not them (men) which kill 
the body, but are not able to kill the soul : but rather fear 
him (God) which is able to destroy both soul and body in 
the valley of Hinnom /" The destruction of the soid as 
well as the bodyia spoken of in the text. Now we should 
like to be informed, — what kind of destruction the soul 
can suffer in the valley of Hinnom ? Again, whether 
there is any account of God's having destroyed, or punish- 
ed, any soul in this valley ? Again, whether it be possi- 
ble for the Diety himself to punish the soul, or infiiet 
pain upon it, by the mere agency of natural fire applied 



[o the body ! Or in aay other worda can an immaUrial 
principle receive punialiment from the operation of a 
italural agent ? Yoa might as well attempt to horse- 
whip a spirit as to hum it with tire ; or to ilrown it ia 
water as to auffocate it with smoke. Observe — the cou- 
irasl, in this verse, is between tho liodtj and the soul, and 
Ibe power of man and the power of God. Man may kill 
ihe body, but cannot touch the soul : God can destroy, 
punish, both in bell. But i( gehennu here only mean ihu 
f alle; of Hinnom, and if the mere Buffering there con- 
■titnie bell, why may not man destroy both body and soul 
there as well as God ? Again: — It is evident that tba 
command sfour Lord, and the motives by which he en- 
forced it, did not refer to the first disciples exclusively, 
but u> others of succeeding ages to tho end of time- Now 
we would ask the Universalis ts, if gehenna here only 
mean the vaUeij of Hinnom, whether persons of the 
prttent day who fall under the displeasure of Goil, will 
be punished bndy and soul, in the valley of Hinnom ! 
Lastly :— if it be true that man cannot kill the soul, and 
the firei of the valley can only kill iha body, then some 
other punisbmeni is referred to than that of burning 
there ; because, it is expressly said, God is able ID destroy 
the «oit^ as well as the body, in hell. Hell therefore, in 
iba latt, does not mean the valley of Hinnom, but a place 
of future Miifering. 

•' Woe unto you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites '. 
for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, iiml 
wboD lie is made, ye roake him two fold more the child 
ofhtU,geennc*,iha^nyoursel'!es."MiiU.xxVu. 13. Read 
lb» latter part of tho verse according to the Universnliat 
v/siain, nud admire its profundity of sense. " Ye inaka 
bim iwo fold irore iho child of the valley of Kinnom than 
yourselves" I Poor Poole I Henry I Wesley I Whitby • 
Doddridge ! Benson ! Scott I Clarke I Watson ! wbtit 
fi^ it if, )r« bul oot ibe profound wititom of soma of our 
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MoDEBR DiriNES I What discoveries ye might have made ! 
How invaluable might ye have rendered your now, Alas! 
no longer learned Commentaries ! " A child of hell, uion 
geenneSf is one like Satan in his disposition, and doomed 
to the same punishment.''(^) Were the Scribes and Pha- 
risees children of the valley of Hinnom? — for they are 
included in the condemnatory sentence as well as the 
proselyte. 

" Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye 
escape the damnation of hell, ge^nes." Matt xxiii.' SS. 

According to the Universalist Commentators, this would 
read, '< how can ye escape the damnation of the Valley of 
Hinnom'^! Now our Lord is here addressing- the Scribes 
and Pharisees, and his question is equivalent to the de^ 
claration. Ye cannot escape. We ask, then, our learned 
friends, if all, to whom our Lord on this occasion addres- 
sed himself, were really damned in the Valley of Hinnom? 
Can they show satisfactorily that even one individual of 
the respected and honored orders of the Scribes and Pha- 
risees suffered in this valley any punishment to which the 
word damnation can with propriety apply? — Let them 
produce their proof, or acknowledge the folly of saying, 
that, when punishment in hell is asserted in the New 
Testament, all that is meant is, sufiering in this abomi- 
nable valley. *' Here, too, the punishment is stated: it is 
that ofgeenna, the fire of hell, vrhich figuratively denotes 
the terribteness of that visitation which overwhelmed 
their City and nation in unheard of calamities, and liter- 
ally the punishment to which they individually rendered 
themselves obnoxious in a future state. The phrase, " the 
judgment of damnation of hell,'' often occurs in the Tal- 
mud for future torment, and the everlasting wrath of 
God.^'C) 

Our remarks on this subject might be extended to a 
greater length; but what has been advanced, we appre- 

(6> R. WaUoa. (7) R. WaUon in he. 
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hend, contains a sufficiency of Scripture and argument tor 
refute the fallacious and dangerous notion, that, the word 
** Ae//," in no one instance signifies a place of future pun^ 
ithment. To the advocates of this opinion we would take 
the lit)erty of saying, " it is easier $aid than proved,** 



Chapter II. 

TitSi Question coitsidered whether men rbceiyb 

IN THIS WORLD ALL THE PUNISHMENT WHICH 
THEIR SINS DESERVE. 

That sin deserves punishment of some kind is univer- 
sally acknowledged : but as to the place and duration of 
this punishment a difference of opinion exists. The 
modern Universalists, as we before remarked, believe in 
no future punishment whatever, but confine the punish- 
ment of sinners altogether to this world. Adverse Pro- 
videnceSf and remorse of conscience, they assert, are aU 
the hell, all the punishment men are required to suffer; 
and as these are endured in this life, no further demands 
of divine justice await them hereafter; but death is to all 
men the entrance into everlasting felicity in heaven. 
Hence, on this system, future punishment can have no 
existence : — it is a nonentity :— men never were exposed to 
it, and, if inflicted, it would be an act of the most flagrant 
injustice. The question we now propose to consider is — 

Do men so receive in this world the punishment of their 
sins J as to render future punishment altogether uncalled 
for and unjust? 

The Modern Universalists answer this query aflirma- 
tively : we deny it and appeal to the Scriptures. 



Our ultimate appeal in [lie seltlemcnl of ilitj tmpon-int 
<luea[ion must bo to the Jeciaiotis of tbe Sacred Scrip- 
lurea, for God alane can decide txpaa the criminaliiy of 
BiQ, and the nuiure, degree, and ilumtion ofits puiiisli- 
ineat; anU ss He is a God of Wiadoin and Juaiice, Ho 
canoot inflict any punisbment ou guilty ofTenders vvliii^h 
is traly unnecessary and unjust. To 8iip[iose the con- 
trary, would be to suppoae that God ia at one and ilia 
■ametime both infinitely wise and infinitetj foolish, iiiG' 
nilclyjust and infinitely unjust, — a supposition, which ii 
not only absurd but blasphemous. Tbe Bible contains iha 
revelation ofGod'a will; hence, if we find, in hid written 
word, that there it afuiure punishment, anil that the con- 
trary belief is opposed to all the fundamental doclrinei 
of the Chriatiau Revelation, then we must liBlie»e, on the 
Divine Authority, that, not only the affirmative side i>f 
the question nl i^sue ia positively untrue, but also that 
future punishment is both necessary nnd just. These uli- 
rervations the reader is requested to bear in mind as ho 
proceeds tn the discussion. 

It may not be unprofitable to give the reason of the case 
in fnvour of our position. Tbe following is from a Mas- 
ter's hand, and is with confidence aubmitted to the ren- 
ilef'a careful attention :— the inferences are borne out by 
ibeSsered Volume. 

" Men are capable of committing sin, and sin is pro- 
ductive of misery and disorder. These positions cannot 
be denied. That lo violate the laws of God, and to iles- 
pl«e his auibority, are not light crimes, is clear from con- 
•Iderinf them in their general effect upon society, amt 
upon tbe world. Remove frotn tbe human race all the 
effeoti produced by vice, direct and indirect; nil the in- 
wsnl and outward miseries and calamities which are en- 
tirely evituble by mankind and which they wilfully brin;; 
upon themselves and others; and scarcely a sigh would 
'ttie»ed, or ■ groan heard, except those extorted bj 
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natural evils, (small comparatively in number,) through- 
out the whole earth. The great sum of human misery is 
the effect of actual offence; and as it is a principle in the 
wisest and most perfect human legislation to estimate the 
guilt of individual acts by their general tendency, and to 
proportion the punishment to them under that considera- 
tion, the same reason of the easels in favour of this prin- 
ciple, as found in Scripture; and thus considered, the de- 
merit of the sins of an individual against God becomes 
incalculable. Nor is there any foundation to suppose, 
that the punishment assigned to sin by the judicial ap- 
pointment of the Supreme Governor is confined to the 
present life; for before we can determine that, we must be 
able to estimate the demerit of an act of wilful transgres- 
sion in its principle, habits, and influence, which, at 
parties implicated, we are not in a state of feeling or 
judgment to attempt, were the subject more within our 
grasp. But the obvious reason of the case is in favour of 
the doctrine o£ future punishment, for not only is there an 
unequal administration of punishments in the present 
life, so that many eminent oflfenders pass through the pre- 
sent state without any visible manifestation of the Divine 
displeasure against their conduct, but there are alsa 
strong and convincing proofs that we are placed in a state 
of trial, which continues throughout life, and the result of 
which can only be known, and consequently we ourselves 
can only become subjects of final reward or punishment 
after existence in this world terminates. From the cir- 
cumstances we have just enumerated to indicate the kind 
of government which is exercised over the human race, 
we must conclude, that, allowing the Supreme Governor 
to be wise and just, benevolent and holy, men are neither 
treated as innocent nor as incorrigibly corrupt. Now, 
what reason can possibly be given for this mixed kind of 
administration, but that the moral improvement of man 
is the object intended by it? The severity discountea- 
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ances and restrains vice : the annexation of inward fell* 
city in all cases, (and outward in all those instances 
in which the result depends upon the conduct of the in- 
diTidual,) to holy habits and acts, recommends and 
sanctions them, and allures to the use of those means 
which God has provided for enabling us to form and 
liractise them. No other final causes, it would appear, 
can be assigned for the peculiar manner in which we are 
governed in the present life: and if the deterring and cor- 
recting severity on the one hand, and the alluring and in- 
structive kindness on the other, which mark the Divine 
administration, continue thronghout life; if, in every 
period of his life here, man is capable, by the use of the 
prescribed means, of forming new habits and renouncing 
old ones, and thus of accomplishing the purposes of the 
moral discipline under which he is placed; then is he in a 
state of trial throughout life; and if so, he is accountable 
for the whole eoune ofhia life, and his ultimate revf ardor 
puniihment must be in a itate subsequent to the pre- 
sent*. (•) 

The certainty of future punishment is rendered indubi- 
table by the positive declarations of Scripture. To prove 
this proposition it is not necessary to adduce all the pas- 
Mges which teach this important truth: a few are sufBci- 
ent for our purpose. 

" And do ye not know their tokens, that the wicked is 
reserved to the dmj of destruction? they shall be brought 
forth to the day of wrath.^^ Job. xxi. '•29, 30. 

The testimony of Job, on this subject, is worthy of es- 
pecial regard, as he was contending against the very doc- 
trine we are opposing, that is, that sinners receive their 
punishment in this life. His friends supposed he had 
been guilty of some aggravated crimes otherwise the De- 
ity had never suffered him to be so afflicted; and endea- 
voured to convince him of the truth of their accusations 

(8) Wation*! lofttitatep, Vo). 1. 22i)— 230. 
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by fi fefcrence to the Providential goTernment of God, 
which they contended invariably punishes the guilty in* 
this world. Job repelled the charge and alleged, that the 
righteous were not always prosperous, nor the wicked in 
a state of adversity; but that whilst the former were to 
look forward to another state for their reward, the latter, 
though now in prosperity, were reserved to the day of 
destruction, and should, in a future state, receive the pu* 
nishment of their sins. 

** Anc} these" (the wicked) ** shall go away into ever- 
lasting punishment." Matt. xxv. 46. 

Wc lay no stress, in our present argument, on the ad" 
jective '* everlasting"; but quote the passage to show 
that the wicked after the " Judgment day", "go away 
iiito punishment,^' consequentlyjn to /u/ure punishment. 

'*The rich man also died, and was buried, and in hell, % 
he lift up his eyes, being in torments," Lukexvi. 23, 23, 

This passage is very express: — it was not until he had 
died, that his soul was turned into hell, and was tor- 
mented. His enjoyments in this /i/<?,and his sufferings in 
the future world, are also contrasted in the 25th verse: — 
so as to exclude all idea of his having been punished in ' 
this world for his sini. 

*' But after thy hardness and impenitent heart treasur- 
est up unto thyself tt^ra^A against the day of wrath and 
revelation of the righteous judgment of God, who wUl 
render" (in the day of judgment) ** to every man accord- 
ing to his deeds." — Rom. ii. 5. 6. 

The scene of this day of wrath, and rendering unto 
men according to their conduct, is removed beyond the 
period of this life; and the punishment of the wicked must 
therefore be future. 

** The Lord knoweth how to deliver the godly out of 
temptations, and to reserve the unjust until the day of 
judgment to be puniihed." 2 Pet.ii. 9. 

** But theise shall utterly perish in their own corruption; 



Utit shall receive ihe r 
whom Iheinisl ordarkn< 




'Ighteousnes? : to 
li for ever." lb. 12, 
13. 17. 

" Wanilering stars, to 
ofilnrknoBs forever." Ji 

Those passages need ni 
»l)Berve tbai the future happiness of the, 
nT as being " reterted" (or tbyf'.n, wfiTch shows in whnt 
sense we are to take the terj^ in the nbove quot 
that ti refers enliruly, to ^e future worW. See Peter, i 
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"When ihe Lord Wosus shall'fcerevenlci] from heoven, 
wtih lits mighlj aii^cls, in flaming fire Inking vengeance 
on them that k.'n'iw not God, &c.- who shall be pun- 
dthtd," &.f..—l^Thesa. i. T-10. No man, iti his senses, 
'»mn refer the 'Biibiime scene referred lo in these verses, to 
any other •lieriod than that of Christ'^ coming in visible 
inajOBiy inntl glory to "judgo the world in righteousness," 
)SWBrJ his friends nnd punish his enemies. 

9 then n Aiture pnnishment of ihfs wicked; but 
ir or not thni punJKhment is eternalh a question fur 
h|v«ntconHideration. 

lusinn the Modern TJniversolists demnr, 
fid to show that the '■ wicked" receive nil their punii-h- 
menl In tbis world, they quote Prov. xi, SI, " Behiild tho 
righteous sbnil lie recompensed in the earth; much more 
lite wicked and the sinaer." 

Bat we ask, does this verse eotitnin the rule, which the 
Deity ineitriirify observes in his conduct to men.' Is it k 
rule from which tliere is no exception ? Are the " rifrhle- 
otts alieayt Kcoinpensedin the earth".' Are ihc "wicked 
wad ibe sinner'' attcayt punished during the present life' 
Or iots the"wi8e man"hore only intend to say, that lomt- 
• tho righteous shall receive in this world ejipecinl 
ng of Providential good, and th9 wicked fnd Ihc sin- 
trbimli. ihaH B^ilwayv esrapa *ritli im- 
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punity from Providential calamities, but shall sometime^ 
receive in this world particular demonstrations of theDt- 
•^ . vine displeasure; — not at all, however, in either case, su- 
perset^ing the future reward of the one and the future pu- 
nishment ^of the other? The latter is doubtless the true 
meaning ofV^he passage, harmonizing with other parts of 
Scripture, the trctual providences of Ood, and the experi- 
enee of mankind. 

If the former meaning bec^ontended for as the true one, 
then this verse proves too niMich, and therefore proves 
nothing at all. The verso niust\ be taken as a whole, 
and on the assumed principle of ^he Universalists, it 
proves, that the righteous receive all t^jelr recompence of 
reward in this life, and have no interest jn any future in- 
heritance, as much as it proves, that the Wicked and the 
sinner receive all their recompence of punisyhment in this . 
life, and have no future sufferings to endure. "^^They must 
take the verse with all its consequences: or give\up their 
principle of interpretation as bejug false, or thidt verse 
fails to serve the cause for the support of which, it lac ad- 
duced. V 

Let us test the Universalist construction of this passagdO 
by Scripture and experience. 

We first observe, that if there be any meaning in this ^ 
view of it, this verse proves that the righteous are, in this 
world, free from all kinds of sufferings and distress; that 
God, in his providence, always smiles upon them; that 
they are continually prosperous, and have at all times, the 
advantage of the wicked: all this, and much more, enters 
into the idea of their being *^ recompensed in the earth." 

On the contrary, this verse, on the principle of con- 
struction above assumed, proves, if it prove, what it is 
called to do, that the wicked are always in sulTering and 
distress; that God iq^his providence, a/toays frowns upon 
them; that tl^ey are iimtinually in adversity; that their 
circumstances are always in/mor to those oftherigh- 
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Uoua; end ihaCIhe; ever suffer, wbile llfo lasts, ex- 
trame agonies 0/ mind, by renson of a guilijj ond 
tondemniag conscience : nil this at least, is included 
ia the iiiea of tholr being "muehtaore recompensed in 
tbe earth" — for it must be acknowleilged, that being 
" Wicked", unrenewed, they sin conlijntally, and deserve 
pvnithmenl continually, and, that, wherever inflicted, 
*' indignation and \pralk, Iriliulation nni\ OT^vish shall 
be upon fUcry soul of man lliatdaeLh eril." 

Lei us then bring lliis doctrine to tbe test of the Scrip- 
lurti. The qusation Is, do the Scriptures teach it? Do 
tbcy give usBUch account of the righteous and the wiclc- 
ed? By no means. 

They give us other views of the present state of the 
r^ftleow :— "The Lord trielh the righteous," Pa. xi. 5. 
" Many arelha afftictioni of the righteoas. Ps. xxxiv. 
19. Ill the world ye shall have Irilmlalion." John zvi. 
S8. "We must through mwcfc iribttlation enter into iho 
kini^om of God." Acts xiv. 22. "If in this life only 
frs Inve hope in Christ, we are of all men most miaera- 
Me." 1 Cor. xy. 19. 
* The Scriptures p;lve us other views of the present state 
tf iht vieked. " Wherefore do tbe wicked live, become 
oh), yea, are mighty in potter? Their bouses are safe 
from foar, neither it the rod of God upon them." Jobxxi 
T.fl, "I was envious at the foolish, when I saw the pros- 
pority of the wicked. For there are no bands in ibcir 
ileaili- They are not in trouble as olhcrmen; neilherare 
ib«y plagued like other men. They have more th.nn 
heart eoutU wish. JJehold these are the ungodly who 
prosper in the world, they increase in riches." Ps. 
Uxii. S-12. 

The fallowing passages bear also upon the argument. 
"Tberobc just men unto whom it happcncth according 
10 the work of the wicked: agtin there bo wicked 
Mvo, to whom it happenelh according to the work of 
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the righteous." Eccl. Tiii. 14. ''No man knowefh 
either love or hatred (of God) by all that is before 
them." by his providential arrangements. '* All things 
come alike to nil: there is one event to the righteous 
and to the wicked; to the good, and to tbe clean, and 
to the unclean. As is the good so is the sinner." lb. 
ix. 1 2. " For he maketh his sun to rise on the evil and 
on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the 
unjust." Matt. v. 45. 

As it regards the agonie$ of eomeienee, said to be endu- 
red by the wicked in this life, as a punishment of their 
sins, we would observe that the Scriptures represent ev^n 
some of the greatest offenders as having a conscience 
void cf all sensibilittf and consequently of remorse. 
'' In the latter times some shall depart from the faith» 
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of 
devils; jspeaking lies in hypocrisy ; having their con- 
science seared with a hot iron,** 1 Tim. iv. 1, 3. 
So far from suffering remorse of conscience, the wick- 
ed cry to ihemselves ''peace and safety,** tho' '* sudden 
destruction cometh upon them"; from which " they shall 
not escape." 1 Thess. v. 3. Instead, also, of represent- 
ing the wicked of his day, as suffering for their sins the 
agouies of conscience, Jeremiah represents them as being 
floppy y which, at least implies the absence of mental pain, 
'• Wherefore doth the way of the wicked prosper i** 
" Wherefore are all they happy that deal vei^ treacher- 
ously ?" Jer. xii. 1. The Scriptures describe sin as being 
of a deceitful and hardening nature; and consequently the 
longer a person lives in the practice of sin, his heart be- 
comes the more hardened, his moral sensibilities are the 
more benumbed, and bis conscience is the less suscepti- 
ble of pain. " £xhort one other daily, while it is to day ; 
lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfidness of 
sin." Heb. iii. 13. Hence we are informed of some, 
" who being past feeling bavo given theqquselves over unto 
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laeciviouaneas, to work all uncleaoneBs wiiii greediiieEs." 
£pb. IT. 19. 

WfaUat such passngea as ihsBu, arc on tbe sacred page, 
we cannot embrace Lhe unfounded dogma, tbat remorse 0/ 
IJ, conslitules tbe puiiiihment of 
; — Car remoraa ofcooEcience ie not a ptmithment 
I least Dot one proceeding directly front Godj — 
e implies ibe conimissioa of sin, and 
tbe reception of divine light-, without this light coiiaci- 
eORe could not discover sin and be ecnsible of pain. An 
awakened or alarmed couscienco in ibis world, proven 
influence instead of tbe presence of 
:bia remorse of conscience exists 
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top, it u this state of mind, produced by tbe Divine Spirit, 
that lends persons to cn(|uire " IV/tat mvit vie do lo be 
toned?" — It cannot therefore he a punishment. 

But thia tenderness of conscience may be atighicd; tba 
Spirit lluit produced it mny be grieved; the light may be 
wilbdrnwn^ and tbe heart may lose its moral fcoling, and 
be ceQiierejJ iocreoi^ingly obdurate by long habits, and con- 
tiaiial practice, of eiu. 

HetiuQ we reject i)ia above dogma, as being urtscrip- 
tural, OS it leaves iho punishment of tbe offender in Ai'* 
«tffn haniit, and not in God's. If remorse is awakened, 
liy iId be may immediately athiy it; be bas the remedy in 
biM own power, and may escape ibe allcdged punishment 
altogether. Nor must it be forgoiieii that, on this princi- 
ple the greatest oSendcr ia odentimca the least sufferer, 
M)(] the puni^hmoni ia proponionod not to the greainesa 
bill to the smallness uf tbe crimes. For the smallest of- 
fender onentimea from the teudcrneas of his conscience 
auRers more auguidb of mind than the greatest adept in 
nickednesa, who bas been long hackneyed ia tbe ways nf 
vice. Nuw thoacripiuresreprescnllhe punishment as com- 
iag Cutm GttOi and llitt men are punished " acconlinj to 
C 2 
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their deeds," not indeed in this world, but in the world 
to come. The Uni?ersalist dogma is therefore unscrip- 
tural. 

Experienect also, is as fatal to the doctrine now con- 
demned as the Scriptures are. 

That the righteous do not receive their reward here, or 
even that they are not always free from suffering and 
enjoy umnlerrwpted prosperity y is a fact attested by tbo 
experience of almost every, if nut every, saint who has 
ever lived. Reference to individuals is not necessary :— 
the knowledge of the reader can supply innumerable is* 
stances in proof of our assertion. 

Experienced i&qaally against the supposition thatnft>- 
ners receive their full punishment here, or, as the versa 
in question is supposed to imply, that the Providential 
government of God invariably indicates the Divine di»> 
pleasure against the wicked. Admit that some particular 
crimes or indulgences may be productive of bodily suffer- 
ing; yet that all sins are not thus visited is a matter of 
daily observation. Are there now no affluent sinners 
free from bodily disease and pain ?— Are there none bask- 
ing in the beams of an external prosperity, surrounded 
by every thing that can minister to their gratification, 
who are strangers to God, and enemies of the Cross? Are 
all prosperous persons pious persons, those who " fear 
God and work righteousness"? Let experience decide. 

Nor will the actual state of the world sustain the asser- 
tion that sinners receive their punishment in the agonies 
tf their consciences. Where, we ask, are our Pharisees, 
who while they '' pay tithe of mint, annise and cummin, 
neglect the weightier matters of the law," and so far 
from suffering distress of mind on this account, enjoy a 
high degree of self-approval and think they are doing 
God service? Hear St. Paul: — "Men and brethren, I 
have lived in all good conscience before God untU this 
day," Acts zxiii, 1. But he ^* was a blasphemer ^nd aper-^ 




ueulor," during a grent part of the time tie posiessed IfaU 
gaod cotucitnee ! Where was his piiDjshment for these of- 
feacei? — tioi'miuabodij, for he did not then uppear tu la- 
bour under any particular bodily Indisposition ; — hut is it 
DDt Strange, that he Buffered many affllotions in his person 
^fter he had emhraced the religiuti ofChriat '- — Not in hia 
eofueieiieff, for his conscience accused himDoi; yea, be im- 
agiued he wasmateriolly serving the cause of Goil! Where 
also are our Sadddcees, our Epicdheahs, our Ikfidcls, 
who beliere not in the i in materiality or immortality of iha 
aoul? Who, so far from enduring the remorse of an 
aecusiagconBcience, think all their business is to " eat, 
drink, and bo merry, for to-morrow they die I" — We eup- 
puse nAvio Home will be held up as a victim of the es- 
erueialing tormetilt oi a guilly conscience! Where like- 
wise is that part of our Mod&rn UnivGRaALisTs ihem- 
•elvea, wlioae amusements are the card-table the ball 
room— who take God's name in vuin by common swear- 
ing — who desecrate the Holy Sabbath by partlps of plea- 
lure, liy business, by the ordinary occupaiioos of the week 
— who drown their inlollccts ju the intoxicating cup and 
riot in forbidden pleasures^ What is their present punidh- 
ineni, and where is it sustained .' Do they suffer in cmuci- 
eneel Let them onswer. Yes! we call upon the very per- 
sons, who flo stoutly aver that remorse of conscience con- 
stitutes the punishment of sinners, to declare If they suf- 
fer in this way any thing in proportion tu the demerit at 
their sins — whether in fact they hove ever hereby hit 
their appetite, lieen rendered xmfitfor busineit, deprived 
o/«n haur't ileep, or for a moment nauaealfd the plea- 
turet of the morld. If they have any conscience at nil, 
ibeir answer, we are persuaded, will be in the negative. 
And, Indeed, why should they suffer? Do they not ridicule 
■bo very idea oT fearing God,' Do they not declare thero 
i* no hell — no future punishment whatever — that the mn- 
dl«j whatever btive been ibetr chorBcterij wha- 
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tber murderers, or thieves, fornicators or drunkards, 
swearers or sabbath breakers, contemners of Christ or 
despisers of religion, they will enter the abodes of purity 
and blessedness? If all this be true, of what then should 
these persons be afraid ? Of what use is conscience ? For 
what should it mourn? Or on what account should it suf- 
fer? All they have to do is, to go on as smoothly as they 
can — to enjoy as much of carnal delights as possible — 
and silence the voice of conscience; — then heaven will re- 
com pence their crimes! — Before we 8wallow this camel, 
let us read with prayerful attention the following words; 
*< And it come to pass, when he heareth the words of 
this curse, that he bless himself in his heart, saying, 1 shaU 
have peace, though I walk in the imagination of mine 
heart, to add drunkenness to thirst; the Lord will not 
spare him, but then the anger of the Lord and his jealousy 
shall smoke against that man, and all the curses that are 
written in this book shall lie upon him, and the Lord 
shall blot out his name from under heaven." Deut.'xxix. 
19, 20. 




Chapter III. 



. The ajskhtiow, thai 



We bare alrontly sliown that there is a place of fuiuro 
punishment; alaa a fulure punUhment Use!/ ; anU [liut 
men Jit no[ receive tlicir punbhiiient in this life in the 
enJuranco of adoerse provideneet and remorie of eon- 
teienee. Other reasons are not wanting to prove the ut- 
ter fulsity of the contrary oolions ; — reasonB, nliiuh must 
bsTO a powerful weight, with all believere in the IrispirEd 
character of the Sacreil Vnlunie, In Ueciiliiig the argu- 
ment against the Modem UDiversallsts. 

We prove the asaertloti, that men lutlatn all the puni§h~ 
ment of (Keif iin$ in Ikiilife, rit-se hecuuse 

il leti tuide Silvation of the Gkacb or Gun threngK 
• Meoutos. 

Xlia Suriiiiucu repruMot salration u proceeding from 
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the grace of God ihro^ Christ as a Divine propitiatioHt 
available to man on the exercise of faith. We quote one 
passage ; — *' Being justified freely by his grace through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus ; whom God hath 
set forth to a propitiation thvow^h faith in his blood, to 
declare his righteousness for the remission of sins that 
are pasty through the forbearance of God ; to declare, 
I say, at this time his righteousness : that he might be 
just and the justifier of him which believeth in Jesus, " 
Rom. iii. 24 — 26. But the salvation, as it is termed, of 
the Modern Universulists, is by the endurance in this life 
of the punishment of sin to the whole extent of the 
penalty of the broken law. They do not profess to be 
pardoned, but to suffer the whole amount which their 
sins deserve. What then has the ^^ grace of Ood'^ to do 
with this species of salvation 7 it a. man be sentenced 
for an hour to the pillory for the commission of crime, 
and he endure the penalty, it is no act of favour to liber- 
ate him : — he claims his liberation on the score of jus- 
tice. So with the person who suSers in this world the 
whole penalty of the violated law : — it is no act of 
grace that delivers him from suffering: — he claims his de- 
liberation as his right. The grace of God, therefore, on 
this principle, has no part in the sulvotion of men; 
Quere — How can such a state of things be reconciled with 
the following declarations ? — " If thou Lord shouldest 
mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand ?" Ps. cxxx. 
3. " Enter not into judgment with thy servant : for in 
thy sight shall no man living be justified." lb. cxiiii. 3. 
<' How should man be just with God ? If be will con- 
tend with him, he cannot answer him one of a thousand.'* 
Job. ix. 2. 3. " By grace ye are saved." £ph. ii. 5. 

Nor does this salvation proceed from the merits of 
Christ. On the supposition the death of Christ as a 
Divine Sacrijfice, was unnecessary, and on his part only 
a work of superorogation. For the Universalists profess 
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to suflTer without the least reference to his atonement, 
and to be made happy for ever without any application 
to God, thro' him, for mercy — without any scrf|>tural 
faUh in his sacrifice or experience of its efficacy. If this 
be the true state of the case, we must expunge from our 
Bibles passages like the following ; — " Jesus saitb unto 
bim, I am the way, the truth, and the life : no man 
eonieth unto the Father, but by me.'' John xiv. 6. 
<* Neither is there salvation in any other : for there is 
none olher name under heaven given among men, where- 
by we must be saved." Act iv. 12. " He that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life ; but the wrath of God 
abideth on him." John iii. SC '* He that believeth not 
shall be damned.*^ Mnrk xvi. 16. 

Many of the Modern Universalists are rank Socinians; 
who believe that Christ was only a man of like passions 
with themselves; equally peccable with other men; and 
as a natural consequence, unqualified to atone for sin. 
Why, then, should they believe on Christ! Why not, with 
equal propriety, be required to believe on Moses? Or on 
Oabrieil In rejecting salvation thro' Christ they act 
consii>tent1y with their socinian belief, but at the same 
time, in opposition to the Scriptures and at the hazard of 
their eternal happines?. — Either therefore, the doctrine of 
a full punishment of sins in the present life must be given 
up, or the doctrine of salvation by grace thro' a media- 
tor; for, they are utterly irrccoucileable. 

l^he Universalist dogma now animadverted upon is 
false as it destroys the probationary character of the pre- 
sent life. 

What does a state of probation imply ? A state, in 
which men are forming characters for another world— a 
state, to which they are on trial, acting in reference to a 
period when their conduct will be judged, and awarded ac- 
cording to its character— a state, evidently implying, that 
between the present actions of men and their future dcsti- 
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ny tbcro exists an indissoluble union. But the doctriDe,tl)at 
men riceive in this world all their punishment, and at 
death will enter into immediate felicity, subverts the very 
idea of the probationary character of the present life. Ac- 
cording to this belief, men arc not now on trial — are not 
acting jn reference to a period when their conduct will 
be scrutinized, and awarded agreeably to its character^- 
nor is there any connexion between their present actions 
and their future destiny. Ou our system salvation into 
heaven, as well as salvation on earth, is conditional^ 
but, on the opposite scheme, salvation is unconditional. 
Men must suffer here^ and men must be happy hereafter. 
'fhere is no possibility of the soul's being " lost^\ or ban* 
ished ^^ from the presence of God,^* All are as certain 
of being at death immediately received into the kingdom 
of heaven, as it is certain they^ must die: — and this 
without the least regard to previous character ot* beha- 
viour. ' The impenitent, the iinbelieteri the filthy, the 
unclean, the abominable, the mid-night assassin, the bloody 
or self murderer, and the vilest of mankind, are, on this 
system, as sure of heaven as person's of an opposite and 
most pious character. Need we say that these opini- 
ons are hostile to the word of God? For proof, read the 
following passages; to which others, in the same strain, 
might be added in abundance. Unto one he gave five 
talents, to another two, and another onei^ to every man 
according to his several ability — "Occupy till I come" — 
^[ After a long time the Lord of those servants cometh 
and reckoneth with them." Matxxv. 14-30. Luke xix. 
13. '< But and if that evil servant shall begin to smite his 
fellow servants, and to eat and drink with the drunken; 
the Lord of that servant shall come in a day when be 
looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not aware 
of, and" (what? take him immediately to heaven? make 
him immediately and forever happy? No — but) "shall 
cut him asunder, and appoint him his portion with hie 



b;pacriteB: there shall be weeping and gnashing orteell." 
Matt. asi?. 49—51. " Let botli grow tojcihcr until tha 
harveBt — the harvest is the end of the worlU — aa aBali it 
be in the eml of the world— The Son of man shnll senil 
rovth hiaangels, anil they shull gather out of his kingiloin 
all things ihut ofTead, an A them ivhichiloinii]uity;anil shall 
caettbein into a fiirnuce of fire: ibere shall be wailing 
andgnnshing of teeth. "Mutt. xili. 30 — 43. "So then every 
one ofua ehull give aeeovnt of himself to God." Rein, 
xiv. 13. '"The time pnsl of our life may suffice us ti) 
have wrought the will of the Gentiles, when we wnlked 
in la*eieiau3nes>, lusts, excess n/wine, renelling-i, banqaet- 
ingi and alipminable idnlatritt ; wherein they think it 
ilrange that ye run net vilh Ihem to the same excess of 
riot, apcaking eniV of joii: who shall give aceount to him 
that is ready to judge the (juitk and the dead." 1 Peter 
iv. 3—5. ■' Know ye not ihnt the tmrightcous shell not 
inherit the kingdorn uf God? Be not deceived: neither 
fomicalOFg, nor idolalen, nor adulterers, nor efferminate, 
tie. nor thieeei, nor eovflous, nor drunkards, nor revilert, 
nor ex tor f I oners, shall inAeril the kinj^dom of God." 1 
Cor. vi. 9, 10. " Be not deeeived; God is not mocked: 
for whatsoevera man aowclk, that shall he also reap. For 
he that loteetA to bis^eiA, Nhall of the flesh reap corni/i- 
l»o»;buihoihatsowe(A to ilin Spirit shall of the Spirit 
Ten<^life everlasting." Giil. vi. 7, 8. "The hour is coming, 
ill the which nil that ore in the graves shall henr bis voice, 
■nd shell come forth; they that Aoee done good, unto ihB 
Te»wrecIion of life; ami ihey that have done evil, nruo ihis 
returreelien o( damnation." Johnv. 23,59. If ihe Modern 
Unirersalisis can show that ibeso pnssogca comport with 
ihelr belief, there is the same reason to believe ihntihcy 
un (lemonsiraie the ifeeiV toben very pious tpiril! 

The doelrine, that men receive alt their puniihtnenlii 
thu life. Is false, because il sfJ/verts the Seriptvmt dot- 
■ •riwt tfa future Judgment and future punithment- 
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ft subrerts the doctriaie of a future judgment. If idl 
men suffer here the full penalty of the law, and are inira- 
riably ^d unconditionally admitted to an immediate par- 
ticipation of bliss, what need is there of a future jodg* 
raent? Or on what grounds can a future judgment be 
justified? All have been punished to the full amomt 
of their desert^ there is no broken law to Tindicate; 
and all are rewarded — for what, on this system, it is 
difficult to say. — Hence an attempt has been formally 
made to set aside the Judgment Day altogether, and to 
refer all that is said of Christ's second coming to judge 
the world in righteousness, to some especial manifestation 
of his power or glory in the present worW — It is acknow- 
ledged that the *' coming of Christ" is sometimes spoken 
of in the most lofty figures, with reference to some illus- 
trious display of his power in the present world, espe- 
cially in the destruction of Jerusalem; but to give the 
phrase this application in every instance is absurd in the 
extreme. For instance let us consider the latter part of 
the 25ch Chapter of St. Matthew: — a portion of scripture 
most violently wrested from its proper meaning by the 
licentious torturing of Modern Universalist-Criticism. 
''Modern Universalists refer all that is said in the 25th 
chapter of Matthew, respecting the final judgment, to the 
destruction of Jerusalem. But any one who knows the 
history of their treatment of this Chapter, can have no 
doubt that their present interpretation of it is only a shifk 
to avoid the awful truths it flashes upon a guilty con- 
science. First, they would have it, that by the goats we 
are to understand the devils ; next, the sins of mankind ; 
last of all, neither ; but the Jews — yes, the poor Jews are 
the goats, who, eighteen hundred years ago, were sent 
into everlasting fire, and have ever since been sufiTering 
there with the devil and his angels, who, by the way, 
according to Universalists are mere personifications, 
nonentities^ nothing. Well, all this is about as wise, 
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«'b«attiey tell US that iheAicAJffan Stands far the Juronic 
Ilisft Priest, and tlie pious beggar for ihc Genlila ; or 
that Judas' hanging himtelf, means only that he died bjr 
txcet* of pious grief ; tinJ his going to hii own place, 
aignilied only that he went lo one of the Iweloe Ikronen on 
which the Apoatles were to sit to judge the twelve iribes 
oriaraol." ! ! ! Truly, ibis original inierpretation of 
ihcae pasangcB Is worthy uf the other [irofound discoTeriei 
ot ibe nine leenl A eenlury i and we arenotsure, hut that, 
for it« better preservation, it ought to Ite carefully folded in 
gold leaf, placed in a casket ormolher of pearl, and sent 
lo the land of curiosities and deposited id ihe BrJliah 
Musoutn I Seriously, can ratioDnJ beings, with the en- 
tire Scriptures in their bandit, really and sincerely believe 
this mail Tidieulous nomense, — ainff", which would dis~ 
graoe iho intellect of almost the greatest simplctOD that 
ever existed .' The man, who cau give credence lo these 
tnaro than Jeviis/i Tales, and " prophane and old uiivet^ 
fabUs," niust have proclaimed a divorce between himself 
and his understanding, or is under the influeoco of that 
"airong delusion," which " because be will not believe 
ibe truth," leads bim lo "believe a /ie.'' 

Wo utterly deny that there is, in the whole of the 35th 
Chapter of Matthew, and ospccially in the last sixteen 
verses, the itighlcst reference itnaginabh lo the lienuuc- 
tioQ of the Jewish City and polity. In the latter event 
therein nothing to correspond with the description of tb» 
«rent which the Saviour predicts. " The Son of man 
ahall come in bis glory and all the holy angels with bim." 
But, when Jerusalem wns destroyed, did our Lord eomc 
in Am glory, and were all Ike holy angels wilh him ? 
"Then shnll he sit upon the throne of his glory : and 
before him shall he gathered all nationi." Did lbs 
" greiU while throne" appear In the heavens ? And was 
Je«ui seated upon it ? Were all nationi gathered befura 
..^n / Ml of VTOrjr kingdom and kindred and tongua f 
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Were Jtdam — Eve — all of the antedeluvian$ there I 
Were Noah, his sonSi and all of their posterity who lived 
within* a hundred years of the destruction of Jerusalem 
there ? Were all the Romans there who lived under 
the reign of the last thirty Emperors ? Were all the 
Mahommedans, the Goths and Vandals — the Saxons-^ 
the Ancient Britons^ihe Modern Europeans , Jisiaties, 
•Africans and Americans, there ? Were we of the pre* 
sent day there ? We can answer for ourselves, that we 
have no recollection of being at the siege and destruction 
of Jerusalem. If the present race of Uui versa! ists recol* 
lect of being personally present on this occasion, they 
have no reason to complain of short memories ; and 
they will pardon us if we suggest that they might favour 
the world with an authentic history of the seige and its 
oonsequences, related by numerous eye-witnesses ! — 
Again : — were all the posterity of the present generations 
of men, to the end of the world, at this scene of calami- 
ties and woes ? All these, at least, form a piart of " all 
nations ;" and if *< all nations shall be gathered beforo 
the Son of man" and if the scene, described in the Chap- 
ter under review, refer to the destruction of Jerusalem, 
.then all that we have mentioned must have been present: 
— but absurdity is enstamped upon the unwarranted con- 
Btrtiction of Modern Universal ism. 

** And he shall separate them one from another as a 
shepherd divideth his sheep from the goats : and he shall 
set the sheep on his right hand, but the goats on the left.*^ 
Was any such separation made at the time and place to 
which the Universalists refer these verses ? Pray, on 
which hand were they placed ? Did they rank with the 
sheep or the goats 7 " Then shall the king say unto them 
on his right hand, come ye blessed of my Father, inherit 
the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the 
world : — For I was an hungered, &,c. Then shall he say 
also unto them on the left handi depart from me, yo 
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cursed, into ererlasting fire, prepared for the devil and 
his angela : — For I was an hungered, &.c." Now waa 
there any thing in the destruction of Jerusalem to eorres- 
pond with this part of the scene ? Was there any such 
judicial $erutiny entered into, or judicial tetUenee passed 
at the event just mentioned ? What was the ^'kingdom" 
which the *< righteous" were to '' inherit f" The king* 
dom of grace 7 This they possessed before. The king- 
dom of ghry 7 But mark, to enter upon this, they must 
be butchered by the Roman soldiery : We thought, 
however, that the righteous were to be " recomperuedy** 
not destroyed, '< in the earth." What was the " ever^ 
UuHng fire,^* into which the '^wicked" were to <<ife- 
part 7 The death of the body according to Modern Uni- 
versalism. If so, then the devil and bis angels must have 
had bodies ; for this *' everJasting fire" was originally 
" prepared" for them ; and, as this punishment has been 
visited upon them, our opponents are consistent when 
they say the devil is dead ! and that both he and his 
angels are nonentities! But if the death of the body be all 
thatjs meant by *<the everlasting fire," why is this part of 
a sentence passed exclusively against the wicked 7 Is not 
death the portion of the righteous also 7 must they not 
die before they can inherit the kingdom of glory ? 
Would it not be equally proper to say to the righteous, 
" depart from me into everlasting fire ?" Again, if the 
death of the body be all that is iutended by this denuncia- 
tion, and if immediate happiness await the wicked here- 
after, why does the Judge say to the wicked, depart from 
me ye ewsed7 Death does not cause them to be separate 
ed from Christ under his malediction, but brings them 
into his immediate presence to rejoice in his smile ? 
When both the righteous and wicked must pass through 
death, and equal felicity awaits both in the future world, 
wo certainly find it difiicult, on the Modern Uuiversalist 
priociploi to account for the marked antithetical phrase- 

D 2 
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ology employed by our Lord — '' Come unto me te bleip 
SED — depabt yrom mc te cursed /'• — "And these (the 
wicked) shall go away into everlasting punishment : but 
the righteous into life eternal." Here the same remarks 
will apply; and the bearing of these awfully solemn words 
upon the destruction of Jerusalem, we candidly acknow- 
ledge, our penetration is not sufficiently acute to per- 
ceive. Nor let it be forgotten, that this sentence, either 
of acquittal or condemnation, will be passed upon " otf 
nations :" — And if the scene described be made to refer 
only to the destruction of Jerusalem, then *' all nations" 
prior and posterior to this event, have received their sen- 
tence, nnd thus the judgment truly is past; — the wicked 
portion of "all nations" have gone into everlasting 
punishment, in whatever this consists, and the righteous 
portion of " all nations" have gone into eternal life, in 
whatever this consists, and this nearly eighteen hundred 
years ago ! So much for the/o%, absurdity and falsity , 
of Modern Universalism. The i25th Chapter of Mat- 
thew is and ever will be an irrefragable proof of thft 
titter incongruence of the Uiiiversalist-system with the 
Scripture doctrine of a Future and Final Judgment. 
^' I beheld till the thrones] were cast down, and the 
ancient of days did sit, whose garment was white as 
snow, and the hair of his head like the pure wool : his 
throne was like the fiery flame, and his wheels as burn- 
ing fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from be^ 
fore him : thousand thousands ministered unto him, and 
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him : the 
judgment was set and the books were opened." Dan. 
Tii. 9. 10. " And I saw a great white throne, and him 
that sat on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven 
fled away ; and there was found no place for them. And 
1 saw the dead small and great, stand before God ; and 
the books were opened— and the dead were judged out of 
those things which were written in the books^ according 
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lo their worki." Rev. sx. II. IS. " Tbo Lonl Jesns 
Christ — ^liail juilgo the quick txnd dead at his appearing 
and hia kingilom." 3 Tim. 4. 1. Observe — JeruSulum 
was mkeQ and ilcslroyed by T:tos A. D. 70. Si. Joba 
wruto tbe Apocalypse A. D. 96 ; — so thut in the rersa 
quoted from that bouk, he caanot possibly refer to lbs 
destruction of Jeruanlem ; and yet his description of iha 
day of Judgment la iii [lerfect harmooy with that of 
Daniel'^ and Our Lord's. 

The doctrine, under condemnation, Eubverts also tha 
Scripture doctrine of fulare punishmenl. The Judgment 
will decide upon the tharaelers of men in order to decids 
upon their future and evertasiing ttate. This, at leaai, 
is ihfl view the Suripturcj give of this solemn subject. 
"We must all appear before the Judgment sentof Cbrisi: 
that every one may receive the things done in his body ac- 
cording lo that he hath done, whether it be good or bad." 
But if men receive all their punishment in this life, ibers 
can be no punishment hereafter. But vre have already 
Kbawn from the StrrtptureB that there is a future punish- 
ment; and thus tbe Uaiversalist system is brought into 
direct collision with the oracles of God, and mu.';t there- 
fore be esseniially erroneous. For further proof that the 
wicked are to be puniahed hereaHer and eternally, w« 
refer our readers to the sixth Chapter patiim, and to iba 
•ubarquent pages of this work. 

The doctrine that men receive all their punithmmt in 
Ikit life, U false as it deslroyi the powerfu! motive to per- 
lonat godlinen drawn from a fear of the future eonae- 
qiteaeet of trantmistion, thereby gieins the mott effectual 
eUintfnante to the practice of tin, nnJ is therefore nceet- 
tarHy deittuctioe lo the souU of thote who iuAdiiI lo |7| 
ieeeptiim. 

The neecisiiy of personal goillinesa in thtN life in order 
10 licriosal declarntinn in n future slato of being, can- 

t wtll b» itiiiitd by Ihqae who believe iailiesuttienii- 
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city of Divine Revelation. << Let not sin therefore reigi^ 
in your mortal body, that ye should obey it in the lusts 
thereof. Neither yield ye your members as instruments 
of unrighteousness unto sin : but yield yourselves unt9 
God, as those that are alive from the dead, and your 
members as instruments of righteousness unto God| 
<^ For the wages of sin is death," Rom. vi. 13. IS, S9« 
** If ye live after the flesh, ye shall die; but if ye through 
the Spirit do mortify the deeds of the body, ye shall 
live." lb. viii. 13. The practice of sin and the practice 
of godliness are in direct opposition to each other ; an4 
any doctrine which sanctions the practice of vice, is opr 
posed to the purity of the Gospel-precepts and to tb^ 
entire system of Christianity. 

Now, in religious matters, men are greatly influenced 
by their fears. A dread even of a future litnited punish- 
ment is calculated, in some measure, to restrain men from 
present vicious indulgences; but how much more power- 
ful to restrain from the commission of sin and urge to 
the attainment of a principle of genuine piety and practice 
of godliness, is the motive derived from the certainty of 
a future punishment eternal in its duration. Even civil 
laws are said to derive their force from this doctrine* 
" Montesquieu, author of the < Spirit of Laws,' says that 
the idea of a place of future rewards, necessarily imports 
that of a place or state of future punishments ^ and that 
where the people hope for the one, without fearing the 
other, civil laws have no force J*^ To the principle of 
fear^ as a motive to serve God, the Scriptures evidently 
appeal. " Fear not them which kill the body, but ar^ 
not able to kill the soul : but rather fear him which is 
able to destroy both soul and body in hell." Unless it 
were necessary this principle would not be appealed to 
by the Sacred Writers. But on the Universalist scheme 
there is no ground for fear ; all idea of future suflerin|r 
is annihilated ; the whole penalty of the law is now gui}- 
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taineilimeninfly lire ns they tbiiik proper,nniI il'ie ia their 
Miw, yet certain happiness ia iinmeiliuiely and eteriiHlly 
ibeirs ; God catinot aiiiJ will not make them nii5erB.ble. 
Who does not perceive ihnt such a doctriuo opens upon 
men the flood galea of vice, dispenses wilb the necessity 
of persoaul goiiliness, and grade tbem nn indulgence to 
tin as ample as their dcairea. All the powerful motivta 
lo SD obedient life, derived ffom the certainty of n futura 
•uie of punidhment, are, at one blow, destroyed; and 
men ere led, to indulge their einful propenailies with iho 
only check, thai they will suffer here, [lerhnpa, some tem- 
porary afflictions of body, or, at niosl, some remorse of 
conicionce; — motives these, wliich arc rendered nugatory 
by the consideration knonn to the guilty, that adliction u( 
body may be greatly relieved, if not removed, and un- 
easiness of conscience assuaged by numerous pnllialive?. 
A person, therefore, tvho really believes this doctrine, and 
diacreditd that of a future punishable stale, is iircpnied 
however heinous, to the perpelra- 
which he may be tempted, by the wickedness of 
I heart oi by the instigation of the Devil, for oil 
;ards future consequences, is gonc^; and if 
there be honorable or virtuous indiviiluals, in the train of 
(Jni versa I ism, they are vitiuousand honorable, on othur 
prineiplas than those of Uuiversntisui. 

But it inny be aiikcd, will uui '' grntitude and love 
— the |i1«asuro of doing right and the remorse of doing 
wroog," be sufficient motives to " engage obedience 
■nil prevent transgression"? — Tho nlKrmnlive of this 
quMtiotl we are aware ia strongly asserted by the 
Uui*ersali«ta. But " try the espcrlmetil in regard to 
Aunxm governmenl. I-ei it be proclaimed throughout 
the cnmmunity, and a]non<; all cbisscsof ro^ufi and uiV- 
Ittiiu, that thcro arc no courts of justice, no prisons, nn 
pfkcesor instrujiienlBofJuilice; what, suppose you, would 
be lb« cfr«ct.' vTouldjhe |>lcutire of doing ri|sht engoga 
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obedience to the laws, or secure that peace and good order 
of society? Would the inconveniences of remorse prevent 
swindling and thefl, robbery and murders, andeoavert aH 
the outcasts of society into honest and good men ? Why 
then talk of gratitude and love, of the present pleasures 
Of virtue, and sufferings of vice, as sufficient to secure 
obedience under the divine government? — If a system of 
human legislation, without rewards and punishments 
would be altogether inefficacious and nugatory, why 
would not the same be true of the divine government?'' 

In appealing to the motives of love and graHlude, the 
Universalists seem to forget that men are naturtiUy de* 
praved, prone to that which is evilf delighting in forbidden 
and criminal pleasures. ^' God is not in all their thoughts;" 
that is, to love and reverence Him; or if they think of 
Him, it is only to ask, <' What is the Almighty that we 
should serve Him? and what profit should we have, if we 
pray unto Htm?" and to say, *< depart fVom us; for we 
desire not the knowledge of thy ways." Job/xzi. 14. 15. 
Were men holy^ the motives of love and gratitude wOold 
be applicable; but it does not appear that these alone are 
sufficient. We find the Inspired Writers urging the "peo« 
pie of God" themselves to a discharge of duty by an appeal 
to their /<?ar5. " Be not highminded but year." Rom. xi. 
30. << Let us /ear lest a promise being left us of entering 
into his rest, any of you should seem to come short of it." 
Heb. iv. 1. " Pass the time of your sojourneying here in 
/ear." I Pet. i. 17. It is true the principle here incul- 
cated is not slavish or tormenting; but it is "^odly/eor,** 
a holy jealousy, which certainly implies a deep concern td 
please God, that they may be accounted worthy to escape 
the second death, and secure a portion in the heavenly 
inheritance. 

But, taking men as they are naturally, we might. In 
nine instances out often, as well whistle to the wind t6 
change its direction, and sing to the moon to increase iier 
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light, as to expect to '* tarn them from the.powerof Satan 
unto God" by an appeal to their love and gratitude alone. 
Tbejf are not accessible by these motives; Xhtirfeart must 
be operated upon; their darker pointed out; the vfrath of 
God, aa well as his love exhibited; and by their exposure 
to " everloiting destruction^^ as well as by the love of 
Christy they roust be urged to "flee from the wrath to 
come." — From the effects produced, we have reason to 
believe that sach was the course observed by the Apos- 
tles. Uence under their preaching the people were 
'* pricked to the hearV^ — a *• Felix trembled^'* — from ap- 
prehensions of his danger the Jailer /<?// prostrate at the 
JSpostles^ feet — and the common enquiry then was, " tchat 
must we do to be savedV^ Effects these, which, to us con- 
vincingly show, that the supposed Gospel of the Univer- 
talist^, is not the same as the real Gospel of Jesus Christ 
and his A|H)stles. Was it ever known that such results 
followed the preaching of any Modem Universalist divinel 
Under such preaching, as assures persons, that they may 
walk in the sight of their own eyes, and follow the imagi- 
nations of their own hearts — that there is no future poiiish- 
ment, no hell of torment, — that they receive all their pun- 
ishment here, and have nothing hereafter to dread, but 
the gate of death will be the gate of heaven, — were sin- 
ners ever pricked to the hearty did they ever tremble under 
• sense of their sins and danger, and exclaim tchat must 
we do to be saved? — Impossible! Yes, the very idea of 
such a state of mind is scouted at by Modern Universa- 
lists; and, indeed, there is no reason for it on their system. 
They preach, then, " another Gospel," than that deli- 
vered by our Lord and his Apostles. The latter preached 
the doctrines of & future judgment — & future hell—fi state 
of endless torments, — and used them to alarm the consei' 
eneeSf excite the fears, and influence the conduct ,of men. 
But the Modern Univcrsalists decry a future judgment 
—A future bell, a state of endless torment, and assert In 
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opposition to the scriptures^ that all the punishment i\it 
to sin is suffered in this world; — and hereby break 
down every barrier for the preservation of virtuej and 
licence men to " continue in sin". ** Universalists maj 
deny, if they please, the licentious tendency of their doe- 
trine; but so long as conscience and common sense have 
any influence over the opinions of men, they will continue 
to believe, as they always have done, that sentiments like 
the above take off every restraint from vice, and strike at 
the dearest interests of religion and human happiness." 

And is not the end of this heresy eternalruin? Such, ac- 
cording to the Word of God, must be the inevitable con- 
sequence to all who embrace, and live and die under the 
influence of, such a doctrine. '' There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man ; but the end thereof are the ways 
of death.'* Prov. xiv. 12. ''When they shall say, peace 
and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon them; 
and they shall not escape.*' 1 Thess, v. 3. " The wicked 
shall be turned into hell.'* The wicked shall go 
nway into everlasting punishment" — Their the worm 
dieth not, the fire is not quenched." "They which do 
such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.** Ga!. v. 
21. ** For many walk, of whom I have told you of\en, 
and tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of 
the cross of Christ: whose end is dcslruclion, whose God 
is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who 
mind earthly things.*' Phil. iii. IS. 9. On the supposi- 
tion, therefore, of the Truth of the Bible, Universalism 
will in the end prove a false foundation to all who build 
upon it — their " refuge of lies," when it is too late to re- 
medy the evil, will be swept away — in all the overwhelm- 
ing responsibility of their personal moral agency they will 
stand before God — weighed in the balances they will be 
found wanting, and their portion will be appointed <* with 
hypocrites and unbelievers." This is the natural tenden- 
cy of Modern Universalism, Wo acknowledge, that many, 
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who believe in the probationary character of the present 
life, and ia a state of future rewards and punishments, 
loose their souls; but the fauliis not to be charged upon 
the doctrine. They resist its influence — procrastinate 
an attention to their personal salvation — and, tho' aware 
of the consequences, continue to ^Mive unto themselves^' 
until overtaken by death. But the case is different on the 
other system. Believing there is no place or state of fu- 
ture misery, but that they receive all their punishment in 
this life, its adherents are necessarily prevented from mak- 
ing seripiwal preparation for the future world. At death 
they are found with all their sins uncancelled, which they 
bad, in vain supposed were expiated as they moved thro^ 
life; and trusting for acceptance to this most fallacious of 
all fallacious beliefs, they drop into eternity, where their 
characters remain unchanged and unchangeable, and their 
eternal destiny is appointed by the righteous God, " who 
will render to every man according to his deeds — indigna- 
tion and wrath, tribulation and anguish upon every soul of 
man that doeth evil." To cherish hope for the final salva- 
tion of persons, who die under these circumstances, is to 
extend the bounds of charity beyond the warrant of the 
scriptures. " Ye shall die in your sins and where I am 
ye never shall come." 



Chapter IV. 

Salvation not absolute, but conditional— thi 
WILL OF God, as it respects the salvation or 

MEN MAY BE DEFEATED,— « INFERENCES. 

The Universalists, in supposiDg, that the **Will" 
of God concerning the salvation of mora/ agents will in- 
fallibly take place, greatly err. Thus they argue, — God 
** is HOT willing ihsit any should perish^'; therefore non^ 
will perish; and, as God ''will have all men to be saved,'' 
so, all men will be infallibly and finally saved. This is 
one of their grand arguments. 

Now we grant, that, The Divine Being assuredly wills, 
desires, the present and eternal salvation of all men, with- 
out limitation or exception: the following scriptures are 
in point, " God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the 
world thro' him might be saved." John iii. 16. 17. *< God 
our Saviour — will have all men to be saved and to come 
unto the knowledge of the truth. For there is one God 
and one Mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus ; who gave himself a ransom for all to be testified 
in due time." I Tim: ii. 3-6, — ** But we see Jesus, who 
was made a little lower than the angels for the suffering 
of death, crowned with glory and honor ; that he by the 



grace of God should taste death for every man." Heh. 
ii. 9. " The Lord — is long suffering lo ua-ward, not wil- 
ling thalont/ sbould perish, but [bnin/fsbould come to 
repentance." Pet- iii- 9. If, IhoreforG, tligre lie any sincer- 
ity in God — if any reliance to be p]aci:d upon His tbctk 
— if His WORD be not a mass of contradictions and fnlsc- 
hooda — if in fact, the paasnges quoted bnve tiny meaning 
whaierer — they must mean what tliey plainly declare — 
»[|lvatian, in ltd sen jitural acceptation. Is provided for, and 
Mneersljr ofTared to, all men without escepiion : — God is 
"ih« nviour ofa/' men," as he has rendered Iha salva- 
tion of " all men" potiibU. 

But we object to ibo iorerence drawn from the proniiEes 
by the UnireranlisiB, because — 

I, — God wills men to liesaved, as He has nonsiiruifd 
(hem, moral agents, and not ns pieces', of passive mechaii- 
Um; — not ab$alulely, hut eondtlionally ; which conditioiii, 
He biniseir, by communicated grace, enables them to per- 
Sgrm. These conditions are 

ntanee;—" Repent, and turn ynurselFcs from nil 
j'our iraoflgresaions; fo iniquiiy shall 
not ba your rnin." Ezk. xriii. 30. 

" God now commnndcth all men 
everywhere to repent-" ActsitTii. SO. 
. - ■■ He that betieeeth on the Son haih ever- 
lasting life ; and he that 6<ii«veiA no' 
the Son shall not see life ; but ihe 
wrath of God abideih on bim." John 
ill. 36. 

"He that £e^iett«IA and is baptized shall 
lia saved ) but ho thai Ae/t«if*lA not shall 
be damned." Markxvi. 16. 
»,— "Verily, verily, I say unto ihee, cxcppt 
n man he bom of wnter and of the 
Spirit, he cannot enter into iheklngilom 
of God — Marvel not thai Iiuid unio 
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thee, ye must be bom again." John m 
5. 7. 
'< For in Christ Jesus neither circum- 
cision availeth anything, nor uneircum- 
cision, but a new creature*" 2 Cor. ?. 
17. 

HolineiSy — - -** Follow peace with all men, and ^/t« 

nessy without which no man shall see 
the Lord." Heb. xii. 14. 

'< And there shall in no wise enter 
into it (heaven) any thing that dejiletht 
&c. Re\r. xxi. 27. 

Obedience-^ - -" For the grace of God that bringeth 

salvation hath appeared to all men, 
teaching us that, denying ungodliness 
and worldly lusts, we should live so- 
berly, righteously and godly in this 
present world." Titus ii. 11, 1% 

<' The Lord Jesus shall be revealed 
from heaven with his mighty angels,, in 
fluming fire, taking vengeance on them 
that know not God, and that obey not 
the gospel of our Lard Jesus Christ; 
who shall be punished with everlasting 
destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, and from the glory of his pow- 
er. >^ SThessJ. 7— 9. 

Self-Denial; — ^' Then said Jesus unto his disciples. If 

any man will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and 
follow me. For whosoever will save 
his (natural) life, shall loose it (his 
soul): and whosoever will loose his 
(natural) life for my sake shall find it 
(his everlasting happiness). For what 
is a man profited, if he gain the whole 



world (tnd loose liisown soul? or whnt 
sbnil a tnan give m exchange fur bid 
HQUi?" Malt. Jivi. 24-26. 

Goii, ihcrcrore, wills all men to be saved ; but in aC' 
corJanco with these conditions. The conclusion, tltpn, is 
Irresistible, that wiiiiuuc repentance, faith, regenerafion, 
hvliaess, obedience and self denial, they cannot be aelually 
saved. To Hubatantiate, on acnjilural authority, thu 
ditciriae ol' tmiverial actual Eslvaiion, the aettiality of 
unieerial repentance, faith, i-egeneration, hollneBa, obeili- 
ence. and self denial must be 
are euffiiiieully in opposition to audi 
and the man, who assorts the contrary, must have arriv' 
ed at the inglorious distinction of the ne plus ultra of 
moral imperceplibility. Many, notwithstanding the will 
of God to the contrary, live and die impeitiUnUy and 
dislititle of all the other requisite qualifications iibovo 
«numeralcil ; and living and di/ing thus, they are aceord- 
laif to God's word, irretrievably and eternally "lost," 
" Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that leadeth to 
dtiltMetion, and many there be which go In thereat ; he- 
causu strait is the gate and narrow is the way whichf«a(/ef/i 
unio life, aaAfeia there be ih.-it find it." Matt. vii. 13. li. 

To ihe conclusion of the Uciiversnlists, we rejily 

t. By opposing their own witli Co the graciaut inten- 
tion* of tin Deity, men may deprive themselves oflheaa'- 
ttstian, which it id the good pleaiure of God they a/iouLl 
enjoy ; and, therefore, conclude, that ihe Kill of Gnd, re- 
lative to human salvation, eonditionalbj exfjrcssed, does 
not ntetnarily imply actual accomplishment. 

Two or three scripiural proofs of the truth of this pro- 
poiitioo poiseas greati:r wi'igbt than ten thousand plausi- 
ble or falluciouB nrgunients urged to the contrary. 

" Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it. But my per>- 
|il0 (ihe Jews) would not hearken to my voico ; and 
ImmI wouldaont ul'me." Pa. Izxxi. 10. II. 
E S 
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'' Because I have called and ye refused ; I have stretch- 
ed out my band and do man regarded ; but ye have tet 
at nought all my counsel and would none of my reproof; 
1 also will mock at your calamity, &c. Prov. i. S4 — SO. 

'< Yea they have chosen their outn ways — I aUo will 
choose their delusions — because when I called , none did 
answer ; when / spake they did not hear; but they did evil 
before mine eyes, and chose that in which / del^^hted 
not." Is. Ixvi. 3. 4. 

<' But they refused to hearken and pulled away the 
shoulder, and stopped their ears that they should not 
hear, ^Yea, they made their hearts as an adamantioa 
stone lest they should hear the law and the worda which 
the Lord of Hosts hath sent in his spirit by the former 
])rophets : therefore came a great wrath from the Liord of 
Hosts. Therefore it is come to pass, that as he cried and 
they would not hear ; so they cried and I would not hear, 
saith the Lord of Hosts.'' Zech. vii. U — 13. 

<' The kingdom of heaven is like unto a certain king, 
which made a marriage for his Son, and sent forth bra 
servants to call them that were bidden to the wedding : 
and they would not come" &c. Matt. xxii. 2 — 7. 

** O Jerusalem, Jerusalem — how often would I have ga- 
thered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye would not." lb. xxiii. 37. 

<' And they all with one consent began to make excuse. 
I say unto you that none of those men which were bidden 
shall taste of my supper." Luke xiv. 18—34. 

^' But his citizens hated him, and sent a message after 
him, saying, we will not have this man to reign over us. 
Those mine enemies which would not that I should reign 
over them, bring hither, and slay them before me." lb. 
xix. 14—27. 

*' It was necessary that the word of God should first 
have been spoken to you : but seeing ye (the Jews) put 
it from yoUf and judge yourselves unworthy of everlasting 
lite, lo, we turn to the Gentiles." Acts xiii. 46. 



"Tbay receive not the lore of ifae trulb, that thej 
wnght be asred. And /or thit eaute God shall send ibeiit 
strong delusion tbal they should belierc a lie : lliat Ihey 
all might lie damned who believed nol the iruth, but had 
pfaa»ur« in unrighteousness." STheis. 3. 10— lil. 

T(i remark ou these passages at large is nol, at p re- 
nal, deemed necessary ; sufficient I'urour pnrposc is it to 
ObMrre, that they bear the moat unequivocal testimony tii 
Uh fitci Hldted above. — that men, as moral agents, liiuy 
apiKMB and fraiiraie tlio gracious will of Goil, respectiu<j 
tkaJr peraanal solvation: — if they convey not [his truth, 
dMj- me utterly destitute of any other assignable consts- 
t«at meaning. 

Nor ahuulJ this be a cause of surprise ; — it is a nialter 
efdatly nnd very general eiperionce. We have already 
■bown thai " Uod will have all taen to be snved*' ; but U'n 
uUi in that (hey should bo saved now. The salvation of 
Iba Goa{)el is a preieul salvation ; a slate of religious en- 
joyment and practice to be possessed and evinced in thn 
prtienl life- " By praca are ye aaved through faith." 
Gph. ii. 3. "Behold, note is the accepted time ; beholrl, 
nuu iiiheday of BBlvution." S Cor. vi. 9. Ii n, there- 
fore, 08 much the will of God that aft men ahould be 
■ared from tin and made holy and obtdient in tkii lift, 
■■ it i>, they should be envod from hell and glorified in 
bevnn htrcafler. But docs his "will" as it regards the 
nlvatiiii of all men in thit lifd \ra\i\y aetua'. aecamjilith- 
menl 1 Are all men nou aclunlty saved ^ Savoil from the 
carnal mind ? from unholy affections, ungodly temper?, 
and impure desire* i A-om the " love of the wurhl— ili.' 
laat of the fleiih, the lust of the eyes, and the pride nf 
lifo f" from evil speaking and wicked actions ? Are all 
men "justified, snnciiUcd,'* and in possession nf "ponce 
and joy in the Holy Ghoai ?" Can any man, lookinjt 
npoii human society as it is, oonscienliously afErm this In 
bo tha case ^ ihni "nil men," without oxueptlon, ar« 
.^Hfed"--lbal, oil men, in every nstio a, kindred, and 
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tongue, are so taagbt by " the grace of God that brin^tfa 
salvatioD" and which "hath appeared to all men" "that 
denying ungodliness, and worldly lusts," they " live so- 
berly, righteously, and godly, in this present world ; 
looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ ?" Titus 
ii. U. 13. Were any person possessed of sufficient 
effrontery to assert the affirmative, — the unholy, depraved, 
and vicious lives of thousands, even of the christian 
world, so called, might, in a moment, without the aid of 
magical incantations, be brought forward, to confront 
him, and redden his cheek, if capable of the blush of 
shame. The '^ will of God," then, as it reg'ards the prt' 
sent actual salvation of all men may be, and in numerous 
instances, is, beyond all doubt, frustrated. Where then 
is the impropriety, the inconsistency of extending this 
possibility, this certainty to the future world, and saying, 
that the "will of God" respecting the ef<^naZ salvation 
of " all men'* maybe, and beyond all doubt, is, in numer- 
ous instances of wilful obstinacy, and continued rejection 
of proffered mercy, defeated ? The one case is as rea- 
sonable as the other. The stand we take then is this ; — 
if the will of God concerning the salvation of moral agents, 
necessarily imply actual accomplishment ; (a contradic- 
tion in terms) — then, as God " wills" all men to be saved 
** noio," as well as hereafter, it follows that all men are 
now actually saved, in the scriptural sense of the term 
salvation — an inference contradicted in the most palpable 
manner by the experience of mankind in all ages of the 
world. The premises therefore must be wrong, and the 
will of God respecting the salvation of moral agents does 
not necessarily ensure their absolute, actual salvation ; 
but may be defeated by their own perverse wills and sin* 
ful conduct. As, therefore, his will as to their present 
salvation may be frustrated, so may it be as to their 
eternal salvation ; for his will as to their eternal salva- 
tion regards them in no other character than that o£ 
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moral agentt. To admit ibe /ornicr anJ Ueaj ibe latter, 
18 ibe climax ofirralianalily. 

" A great deal of cuiifuaion has ariaen upon lliis suliject 
from not consideriog in what cases the will of Gud iiin; 
be O|i|iosed with success, and in what casea It cannot. 
Tlie will of GoJ, so far as It is made known to ua is 
irteBisiible in every thing,' except where the co-ojieraiion 
of the human ivill is necessar; lo briog about bia purposes- 
God cannot make man virtuous auil happy without ths 
concurrence of his will, and no violence must be done to 
it, fur there can lie no moral virtue wjihcmt moral liberty. 
Man may therefore, l>y coniiiiued resistance defeat the 
will of God conceraing his salvation. The tvord of Gnrl 
ij very express oa Ibis subject. Matt, xsili. 37. " O 
Jerusalem ! Joruaitlem ! &c." (quoted before page 49.) 
Here ibe will of man and the will of God are represented 
as opposed to each other, and the will of mnn prevail- 

From the foregoing discussion, we are justified in draw- 
ing the following inferences ; — 

1 . Ood wiUi aU laen to he aaned. 

3. He leiUs their talt>alio7i, not abtolulely, but condi- 
tionally. 

S. Tht eondilioni, as previously staled, are Repentance, 
Faith, fcc. 

«. Tha' God hai, thro' Christ Jesus, opened up "a new 
md living xeay," by which " all men" may return to him 
Bod obtain salvation, — yet, maki "viill nof" return, but 
persist in sin, "neglect the gri:al laleation" — "reiittlhe 
Holy GhotI," and eventually "periah." Or in other 
word*, Ood deelarei Aii wiliinsnett to lave them conais- 
tenti)' with His own ^^racioua arrangements, but they xeiU, 
not be iaoed—t\iey " teill not come" to HJm, thro' Hi* 
"Son" •• that they misht have (i/«"— ihey uill not re- 
ftnt, believe, &.c.— they " judge IhemtelBt) unvorthy of 
(,1) D. haac. 
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everlasting /t/e" and provoke the Holy One of Israel to 
<* swear in his vorath thai they shall not enter into his rest.'* 

5. They, who will not comply with the Gospel-eondi- 
tions but contemptuously and determinedly refuse God's 
mercy, must " die in their sins,*^ 

6. That men may *' die in their sins," leave this world in 
a state of guilt and condemnation, is evident from Scrip- 
ture, John viii. 21. 24, and the experience of thousands, 

7. TAey , who ''die in their sins," are not saved in this 
world ; and the ''will of God,'* respecting their pre s exit, 
spiritual salvation, is not accomplished. 

8. The ^' will of God,** relative to their salvation, if 
accomplished at all, must be accomplished in the future, 
invisible world : — the burden of proving which, by scrip- 
tural declarations and legitimate arguments therefrom^ 
lies with the Universalists. 

9. If this cannot be done — if the will of God, respect- 
\y\^ future, eferna/ salvation, as well as present, ac(ua/ sal- 
vation, may be defeated ; if, indeed, ihe promise of hea- 
ven is given only to them, who, in this life, by perform- 
ing the annexed conditions, are personally saved ; — the 
undeniable conclusion, is, thatfAo' God sincerely ^^wills all 
men to be saved," they who are not here sailed — who live 
and die in a state o^ impenitence and unbelief, will not, can- 
not, at any future period, however distant, or whatever suf* 
ferings they may endure, he saved /rom the torments of 
Hell info the glories and felicities of Heaven — they *'shaH 
not** at any, the most remote period in the future world, 
''see,** enjoy ''life,** the fruition of heaven, " but the 
wrath of God** throughout eternity, " abideth on them.** 
John iii. 36. 



Chapter V. 

PSKLIMIKARZCS WHICH THC BeSTORATIONISTS MUST 
FIRST S8TABLISH BEFORE THEY «AN DERIVE AD- 
VANTAGE FROM CRITICISM ON DISPUTED TERMS - 

Absurdities INVOLVED in their belief. 

Ill endeavouring to establish their doctrines, the Re- 
Btorationists lay great stress upon the Greek words aioriy 
wbnios, 8lc ; and because these words are sometimet used 
in an accommodated sense to point out a limited period, they 
very illogically conclude, that these terms, when applied 
to future punishment, never imply strict eternity, but are 
employed, and are invariably to be understood, in their 
limited meaning. But all the passages, in which these 
terms are used, might be surrendered, and yet the doc- 
trine of the eternity of future punishment shown to be 
perfectly scriptural : — its truth depends not upon the 
controverted meaning of one or two words, but is inter- 
woven with the very texture of the Scriptures, and 
placed before us in numerous and various forms of ex- 
preaeion and illustration, which, in the estimation of all 
candid persons, exclude the very possibility of contro- 
versy. These passages shall be adduced in their proper 
pince. 

In the meantime, let it be observed, that, in our argu- 
mentation with the Restorationists, no advantage can be 
taken of any mere verbal criticism of the disputed terms, 
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in whick we believe tbe eternal duration of future puniih-^ 
ment is stated, until they establish certain preliminary 
doctrines. 

One of these preliminary doctrines iSf that the future 
state of punishment is disciplinary , or probationary, Tbe 
reason why the future state of punishment must be proved 
to be disciplinary before any advantage can be taken of 
verbal criticism, allowing, for tbe sake of argument, that 
this could be done, is evident. Suppose that aidnio9 is 
capable of a limited meaning, yet, before it can be 
assumed that on the cessation of punishment, reward 
or ialvation must necessarily follow, it mUst be previously 
established that the state of punishment is one which 
admits of a moral change in the sufferers, and will be 
certainly succeeded by reward. For, on the supposition 
of a limited punishment, it may be, unless there be satis- 
factory assurances to the contrary, that the soul is either 
entirely annihilated, or reduced to a state of torpor or 
unconsciousness. Hence arises the necessity of proving 
the proposition, that the future state of suffering is pro* 
bationary ; for unless this be done, the final restoration 
of condemned sinners to heaven does not/o//oto as a ne- 
cessary consequence of limited punishment, were tbe 
truth of it granted. 

The appeal, in this instance, must be to ScRiPTvaK 
only ; for Reason, exclusive of the word of Ood, can find 
no data, no principles, on which to exercise its powers, 
as the future world is spiritual and in^visible and not sub- 
ject to the inspection of mortals ; and as the mind of God 
on the subject cannot be known without a revelation. 

*' For who hath known the mind of the Lord V^ Rom. 
xi. 84. 

If Scripture be adduced, the passages quoted, must 

state the doctrine contended for either expressly or in 

words which admit of it by fair implication. But if 

Scripture be silent, as to the future state of misery being 
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disciplinary, we caa obtain information /rom no otlier 
quarter ;'. and its silence will afford a strong pre- 
sumption against the Universalist-snpposition : — in fact, 
it will have the force of a positive denial or contra- 
diction ; for, it cannot, for a moment, be imagined, that, 
in a Book professedly revealing the will of God to mnn 
on all articles of faith, and especially respecting the 
plan of salvation, and man's future and everlasting des- 
tiny, silence would be maintained on a subject so impor- 
tant in itself — so influential on human hopes and human 
conduct — and on which information is so much required. 
ludeed, if Hell cannot be proved to be a state of dis- 
cipline, it must be punitive ; for the Scriptures represent 
it as a state of punishment^ Matt. xxv. 46. and it is no 
knowledged by that part of the Universalists themselves, 
called RasTORiTioNiSTS, that punishment is inflicted ; 
and on such a ground, its punitive character excludes all 
possibility of a moral change in the sufferers and of sub- 
sequent reward. 

In the same manner — from the Word op God, the 
advocates of future restoration, must prove, in what this 
discipline consists; what are the means, if any, to he em- 
ployed in restoring the souls of the " damned"--wheihcr 
the immediate punishment itself, or some other means, 
extraneous to the punishment, and used whilst the suffer- 
ing is actually endured: — iu fact, that Christ is offered to 
the '* damned" as a sacrifice for sin, available to thrir 
pardon and sanctification — for it is the solemn declnratioti 
of Christ himself, ** I am the way, the truth and the life: 
no man eometh unto the Father but by me"— John xir. C. 
a declaration equally true of both worlds— no man, in 
any period of this life, or in any period of the future 
state, can come to, approach the Father, be united to 
Him, and obtain his favour and love, but by Chris::,— 
••For there is none other name under heaven iciven 

among men, whereby we roust be saved 5" Acts iv. 1 1. and 

Y 
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that, among other things, provision ii made for the opera- 
tion, the awakening and regenerating influence, of the 
Holy Ghost in the future state of punishment, — forex^ 
cept a man be bom of water and of the Spirit, he cannot 
enter into the kingdom of Ood^* — John iii. 5. a truth this, 
as applicable to the future as to the present world. 

These points must be stated plainly and unequiyocally; 
and the portions of the Word of God, on which they are 
founded, or by which they are attempted to be proved, 
must be likewise clearly exhibited, — so that we may 
have an opportunity of judging whether or not the doc- 
trines in question be either expressly or impliedly con- 
tained in the Holy Scriptures ; the reasoning^ if any, bo 
correct ; and the inferences drawn from the premises be 
legitimate. For it must be evident to every reflecting 
mind, that, if the propositions, above mentioned, be not 
thus substantiated by the express or fairly implied, un- 
sophisticated Word of God, Umiveksalism must totter to 
its base and sink in ruins. 

Nor must it be forgotten, that the Restoration isti are 
required furthermore to prove, in the manner previously 
specified, that the means employed, if any, /or the purposes 
of discipline, are so employed, with a certain design of res- 
cuing the souls of the *<damned"/rom their place of tor- 
ment and elevating them to the enjoyment of ineffable hap- 
piness in heaven; and that in every instance the means 
used will be unfailingly efficacious in accomplishing their 
design. Without these points, also, are satisfactorily estab- 
lished and confirmed by the unerring decisions of the re- 
vealed will of God as contained in the Bible, UniversaKsm 
cannot stand— its " cloven fooV discoversitself,and **Tbb 
Mark of the Beast" appears on its fore-front in 
glaring characters with this inscription — *' Mr Feet Go 
Down To Death : Mv Steps Take Hold On Hell.'* 

There are, then, four things for the Restorationists to 
prove, in order to substantiate their doctrine :—l. That 
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Ihll i* a »latt ofditdpline or pTohaticn. 2. That mcam 
are there uiedfor the purijiealion of condemned and wicked 
tpiritt, S. That the design of these means is la prepare 
the *oul» of the damned for heaven. 4. That, in every in- 
ttante, the means will be effectual for thit ptirpose. 

Without wishing to prejudge ilie nrgurnent arising from 
these particulars, we mual my, thai If ihese constitule the 
duclrine of ibe Si:ri|ilures, it does to ua appear very Itnac- 
countable, that nothing slioultl liave been liearil orchein 
from anf of tlis Ancieut Divines until the timp of Osioek, 
who flourisbnd in the third century, and is said to have 
becu ibe^tt aticieut writer who niainiaineiJ the opinion 
of the " restitution of all thing9;"(') that [liey made no 
pro;;reis until the German Baptists arose, some of whom, 
before ibe reformation, propagated them, as did also [he 
Tunkers, their descendants, in America; {') that these 
things hare been " hidden" from the " wise and prudent,'' 
the bumble and the pious Jn all agoa of the Christian 
church; — that the Bible has been a lealed book to those, 
who by profound erudition, philological acumen, labori' 
«UJ research, patient ioTestigation, humility of heart, un- 
biassed judgment, candour of mind, religious enjoyments 
and love of trutb, were most emiiiontly qualilied in as- 
ceriain the meaning of tbe sacred records on these mo- 
mentous sulijects;— that the light of Tacm has been ho 
long, so deeply, so universally obscured by clouds of error, 
thai, in ages rcmof« from Ibe present ago, it scarcely shone, 
ua solitary star amid Ibe surrounding gloom,— and, in 
later periods has but dimly illuininaied the darkened ho- 
rizon of the religious irorld; and, that, atihe present day, 
with all iheirainecrily— their amiability— their high-toned 
Itiety— their noble and philanthropic Inatitulions— their 
zeal and knowledge and usefulness— their aimings at the 
Dl*ina Glory and amelioration of the saddening, miserablo 
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eon4]ition of suflTering humonity — wiih their Souths^ their 
Pearsons, their Barrows, their Henrys, their Watts, therr 
Doddridges, their Wesleys, their Whitfields, their Adam 
Clarkes, their Richard Watsons, their Rohert Halls, and 
other numeVous Divines, who shine as stars of the first 
magnitude in the bright and glorious gala:^y of Theology 
— The Religious Public are generally abandoned to the 
greatest errors on subjects, of all others, the most impor- 
tant in themselves, and the most intimate^ associated 
^vith their everlasting well-being ! To us, we are free to 
confess, the absurdities involved in the belief of such a 
Stat* of things, as above supposed, are so palpable, so 
monstrous, so incredible, that we cannot but reject, with 
consummate aversion, the system by which they are 
generated ; and earnestly request the Teachers and ad« 
▼ocates of Universalism, seriously and impartiaTly to read 
the following passage, taken from the Second Chapter of 
the Second Epistle of Peter — " But there were false 
teachers among the peop(e, even as there shall be false 
teachers among you, who privily shall bring in damnable 
heresies, even denying the Lord that bought them, and 
briug upon themselves swifl destruction. And through 
covetousness shall they with feigned words make mer- 
chandise of you : whose judgment now of a long time 
linger elh not, and their damnation slumber eth not. For 
if God spared not the Angels that sinned, but cast them 
down to hell, and delivered them into chains of darkness 
to be reserved unto judgment ;— The Lord knoweth how- 
to reserve the unjust unto the day, of judgment to be 
punished. ^\ 




Chapter VI. 



The furegoing Chopler, amang other ihlnga, required 
ihe Universal isia to [jrove four points, eaacriliul lo the 
maiotenaDce of tbeir dociririe : — on >vhicli paints, we now 
iutend to bring tbe Suripturea to bear, ami, from ihcin 
•bow how utterly uasuiiportubls arc tbe propoBiiiona in 
question. 

Before entering upon theUiscusaion of tbe stilijscts Le- 
fore ua, let it be premiaeil, that as our appeal in tbis con- 
UOveMy ia to the Scriptures — fur we buve no arguinont 
Kith the peraon who denies the aulheQIicity and inspired 
ebnracter of the Scripturea—lbe ScRipTUHEa (AeMie/u** 
taiutol contain coKTn.itiicroKV doctkike*. "What Is, is; 
and it is impossible for [he eaint thing lo be and not to 
be" nt the same lime, is an axiom not more true ibaii 
ibnt the Word of Goil cannot contnin doctrine?, which 
are plaitily, positiecly and diametrieaUy oppoted lo each 
other- If the conlrHty of ihia be maintiiinod, where, wo 
aik, is the rule of right— iht BlanJard of truth— the bu- 
Iftiica in whkli to wciaU our opinions— or tit« mlhuritu m 
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which we may subject our faith and practice ? Id fact, if 
the contrary of the abore be maiDtained, we must yield 
up our Bibles into the hands of deriding DeistSi or scof- 
fing Infidels, as a book, full of inconsistencies, and un- 
worthy the credit of any reasonable man. But other 
views, than these, have we of the Sacred Volume : — It is 
divinely inspired — perfect Truth without mixture of 
Error — and consistent and harmonious in all its parts. 
*' Jill Scripture is given by inspiration of God^ and is 
profitable for doctrine for reproof y for connection^ for Mi- 
struction in righteousness : That the man of Ood may be 
perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works,** & 
Tim. iii. 16. 17. 

Now the doctrines of future limited punishment and 
future eternal punishment, are in direct opposition to 
each other; 6olA cannot be true, nor can the Bible coH' 
tain them both ; and one or the other must of necessity be 
false and anti-scriptural. Hence, if, on examination, we 
iind the doctrine, of a strictly ceaseless punishment in- 
culcated in the Bible, then it follows as a natural conse- 
quence, that the doctrine of a limited punishment is 
both false and anti-scriptural. 

With these observations, we now address ourselves to 
the examination of the four points previously stated. 

First Point. Is the future state of punishment a stale 
of Discipline or Trial 7 

To this question we unhesitatingly append the most 
unequivocal negative. Our reason for so replying is 
briefly this — 

The Scriptures are not only silent as to this being the 
case but contain passages at utter variance with the doc- 
trine of a Juture state of trial ;— the contrary doctrine, 
therefore, must be true. 

The following propositions are self-evident and require 
no proof ;— The present, christian dispensation ctinnot 
be the last merciful dispensation, if another, in which 



mttey can be obtained, teitl tueeeed il: — Again. Tb-efu- 
tvrt stnle eannul be a slale in vkieh mercy can be oblain- 
»d, ir iho Scriplares decide thnt the present Chriitiandis- 
pcnsnlion is the last in which mereij can be obtained : Iv 
Ihe future state be one, in which mercy cannot be ob- 
tained, then it cxasos be, lo rondemned spirits, a slate 
of discipline ar probation : — Ouransteer to Ihe qvesliint 
at issue rrill bejuatijied, if toe can shovi Jrom the Scrip- 
twrtsthat ihp. pment. Christian dispensation \s\h^ i.Mt 
in which mercy can be obtained : — li'ioallj — If this be our 
only stale of probation, and, if mercy can alone be obtained 
in IM» life, tlien, is the doctrine of the Universaiists i.-i 
fearful hostility to the Truth of God. 

Without fear ofcoiilradiciion Trciii any sludent of ihc 
Bible, we assert that ihe Scriptures uniformly re|ireseiil 
ihtpreient, christian dispeasaiian, aalhe last dispenia- 
lion in which mercy can be obtained. 

Tbi« ii evitlent from the following paralile of our LnrJ. 
— "There wus a certain Houduholder nliich planted a 
Tioefard, and hedged it round about, and digged a wine- 
preM in il, ond built a tower, and let it nut to hunband- 
men, and wcut into a fur country: and when the lime iif 
the fruit drew nigh, ha ^ent hit servants to the husbanJ- 
men, that they might receive the fruits Ihereor. And the 
buBbandtnen took bis servants and beat one, and kilb^d 
another, and stoned another. Again be sent ofAci- ser- 
vants more than the iirst: and they did unto them lihe- 
wiso. But last of all be sent unto them his Son, saying 
they will reverence my Son. But when the husbandmen 
aaw ibe Son, they said among ihcnaolves, this is the 
HeiK-, coinr, let us kill him, and let us seize on his in- 
bcrilancc, and they caught him, and caxl him out of the 
vineyard slid alew bim." Mall. iii. 33—39. Thnt by 
lh(»"So»" here mentioned, our Lord meant Hihsei.f 
is evidanl from bis application — " Did ye never rend in 
lh« ScrtpturMi tho ttone wbich iha builtler* rejected, the 
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$ame is become the head of the eorner7 Therefore. saj I 
unto you, the kingdom of God shall be taken from yotc, 
and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof/'— 
A1. 4S. 7. Truth, though delivered in a parabolic form, \$ 
truth still. In the above parable, a plain matter of fact is 
stated and history confirms the account God did send 
the Jews numerous servants in succession, and laet ofaJH 
" his only begotten Son," but him ** they took and by 
wicked hands crucified and slew;" and the "kingdom of 
God has been taken from them" and given to another 
" nation *\ The design of the parable is evidently to 
show that the '< gift" of his <'Son", is the last interfe- 
rence which the Deity will make to ^<save the world;*' 
and that, if men reject him, <Uhere" hereaAer ''rematii- 
eth no more sacrifice for sins', but a certainfearfid looking 
for of judgment and fiery indignation which shall devour 
the adversaries, " Heb. x. 2i, 91. 

The same momentous truth is inculcated in the par- 
able of the unmerciful servant, recorded in Matthew's 
Gospel, xviii. 33 — 34. From the account it appears that 
this servant was greatly indebted to his Lord, and had nol 
wherewith to pay; that, at his earnest request, his Lord 
forgave him all he owed; but on his subsequent cruel 
treatment of a fellow servant, bis discharge was cancelled, 
his obligations were renewed, and he himself was deliv- 
ered to the tormentors, not to obtain deliverance until the 
entire debt was paid. The inferences to be drawn from 
this statement are the following:—!. He was forgiven 
under this dispensation and under it forfeited his pardon. 
S. He was delivered to the tormentors; a circumstance 
which takes place at death. 3. He was so delivered, not 
to be rescued, not to be forgiven, " till he should pay all 
that was due unto" his Lord. 4. But this he could never 
do; for it is expressly said, v. 25, " he had not to pay." 5. 
Therefore if he never could pay, or what is the same, if 
he never could be forgiven, he never could be liberated. 



bul must forever lie under the displeasure ofliis Lord-, 
T. S4 — a circumstance, wbich certaiply proves lAii lob* 
iho on'y di5|>engation, in which forgivtntii can he obtained, 
anJ that the future slate it not one of trial. Nor must il 
be sujip.o$eit that this pnralile was doc one of universal 
coaceruniEnt to meu geaernlly. To prove ihe coolrary, 
that the truibs containeil in the jmroLile were ialeDtleil 
to bttvc a pruRtical bearing on Ihe conduct and experience 
orcneii generally, our Lord adJs, in the way of solemn 
applicalion, — <□ likewise shall my heavenly Father do al- 
io wita you, if ye from your heart* forgive nil every one 
hit brother their Ireapaiiei." There is uo fouudatiun 
bercfurtbe figment of fuluro rciCoration. 

Sr. PAtL, teaching the same doctrine as his Divi:<e 
MtSTEi, commences the Epiaile to the Hcbreivs wilhtho 
■iiblime dectaralioc: God, ivlio at sundry times, and in 
divers manners spake in limes past unto the Fathers by 
the prophets, hath in tbeso last daijt spoken unio us by 
Hit So»" fcc. The pbrase "last diiyi'' cerTainlj im- 
plies that no other merciful diapensntion will follow tbi!<; 
(<) anil from the consideration of ibis all important irutb, 
U well as from the Dignity or Ciikist, the Apoiile con- 
r^ludes: " Therefore we ought to giire the more eurncat 
heed to the things which we have heard, lest at any time 
we ihould let them slip. For if the word spoken by an- 
gels was stedfast and every trausgresaion of disoliedlenco 
r«o«iTed a just recompence of reward; How shall we es- 
*ape if wenegteetao greatsa\rtilion!" i\. 1 — 3. Aquesiion 
tsntamount lo the strongest aflirmniion, tbut we cnnnnt 
b«reafK-r possibly escnpe, either by skill or force, the ag- 
gravBled punishment merited by aggravated guilt— guilt 
UMiirBCIed agniuEl infiiiiic love anil infinite obligationB. 

The opostia proceeds:- -He ihat despised Moses' law 

(<) " Lait day]. Tba Goapel dlfpenaaiion, culled i ha tait 
iayt, and iha lait lime bacaaae not lo be faltawtii by aiif 
Mm rfJij-siwgKOT." JJf. -a. Ctarkt Id loe. 
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died without mercy, under two or three witnesses: of Amp 
much sorer punishment suppose ye, shall he be thought 
worthy, who hath trodden underfoot the Son of God sod 
hath counted the blood of the covenant wherewith be wm 
sanctiBed an unholy thing, and hath done despite unto the 
Spirit of grace? For we know him that hath said, Ybk* 
GEANCE belongeth unto me, I will recompense saith the 
Lord. — It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the 
Living God." Heb. x. 2«— SI. Not surely if Universal- 
ism be true, and there l>e another state of probation f To 
fall into the hands of Ood, is to fall under his displeasure; 
and He, who lives forever can punish forever. How 
dreadful to have the didjdeasure of an eternal jStlmighty 
Be'iasr to rest upon the soul forever! Apostates, and all 
the persecutors and enemies of God's cause and people, 
may expect the heaviest judgments of an incensed Deity; 
and these not for a time but through eternity" (*). The 
expression of the Apostle is among the strongest that can 
be used to import the strictly punitive character of the 
state of future punishment in opposition to its being a 
gracious dispensation. First. The despisersof the law of 
Moses died *' without mercy" — then the contemners of 
Christ are to have a still sorer punishment — lastly, the 
most awful aspect is given to this punishment in the ter- 
ror-inspiring annunciation — «* It is a fearful thing to faU 
into the hands of the living God" \ Reader! may yott 
never realize the import of these truly " fearful" word» 
in your own experience! 

From a firm conviction of the truth we are advocating, 
that the present is the last dispensation in which mercy 
can be obtained^ the Apostle exclaims, "behold. Now tfl 
the accepted time, behold, Now is the day of salvation;'^ 
2 Cor. vi, 2. A passage, which, whilst it offers mercy 
freely now, and guards against presumption, presents the 
dark side of the cloud to the camp of the UniversalisU, 

(5) Dr, A. Clarke. 



aoil frowns upon their duclriae, hi to ihe future invisiUo 
■taift being a siato of moral discipline, an "accepieU 
time" 10 ssek [he Lord, and q "liay of sajvation." 

We arrive nt ilie aarne iruih, that this is the lait dia- 
pensation furlho acquirement of aalTaiion, from the fact 
of (All lifi being represented as the oti!y lime aJIolieil fur 
preparing for the future. " Whaisoefer l\iy hand liiideih 
to do, do it with ihy might; for there U no worlc, nor de- 
vice, nor knowledge, tiar wiadom, in the grave" (the 
place of departed spirits) " whither ihou goest." Eccl. 
is. 10. With no show ofproprieiy can ihe former pnrt 
of thia rerae be cooliiied «xcludively to tern piiruM ties; fur 
whtltfl the Hcriptures inculcate "diligence in business," 
the; require us, as a maiter of greater importance to lie 
fcr*enl in spirit, ssrvlug the Lord." Not until, therefore, 
ilotia Im proved (hat the tervice o/God and aprcparalion 
far elemily, form no part of the employment which our 
" band' should find to do," or which the Deify has 03- 
tigned ua to perform, can we allow these momentous sub- 
jects Is be excluded from the passage; and these being in- 
i-luiied in the range of the requisilions of the " Preacher"' 
the latter pnrt of the verse is suflicient to decide [he 
(lUMlion, uuderdiseuhsion, agninsllhe Univcraalista. The 
wbole force of the eshortalion lo prtaent aclirity in "work- 
ing out the ttdvalion of our souls," and preparing for an 
tftmal itale «f txUtence, is founded upon th« solemn furl 
thai there is "no work" of salvation, " nor device," no 
e»itiri9antf, no ittcani for acqairing lalvalion, " nor 
kuowledge", "nor wisdom", no theoretic or praelieal re- 
ligion to be obtained, " in the grave," in the receptacle of 
Ihe dead, the v:orld of spirits, "ivbilher thou goest" -'inlo 
which all men certainly enter." If the contluclof men cnti 
at all be rescued from the chart'e of absolute folly, it 
seemt to ho founded on the presumption that atdcaih, 
ifan term of their probation does not expire, and [hat some 
mnini aliall tie employed in on ititcriuediate tin?, for iho 
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rtmoTal of guilt and the attainment of purity. The fully 
of Buch an expectation it is quite unnecessary to prove in 
an address to tiiose who profess the Protestant faith, of 
who have studied the sacred volume with minds unfetter- 
ed by impartialities, and open to conviction. It is an ex* 
pectation which the whole spirit and tendency of revela- 
tion declares to be delusive and ruinous, which the text 
eontradicts in the most unequivocal, the most solemn, the 
most decisive language, when it asserts, ' there is no 
work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom in the 
grave.' " (*) 

Our Lord himself inculcates the same truth, when with* 
outgiving the least hint of the possibility of "working out 
the salvation of the soul" in the intermediate state he says 
*' I must vsork the works of him that sent me, while it is 
day : the night cometh when no man can work.^^ John ix 
4. The terms *• day" and " night" here used are meta* 
phorical; the former is very frequently used to point out 
the brevity of human life, the latter, its close, or death; so 
by our Lord. '' I must accomplish the work for which I 
came into the world while it is day; while the term of this 
life of mine shall last." C) — " All the work he had to do 
in his own person here on earth was to be done before his 
death; the lime of his living in this icorld is the day 
spoken of. — When the night comes we cannot work, be- 
cause the light afforded us to work is extinguished, the 
grave is a land of darkness, and our work cannot be done 
in the dark. And besides our time allotted us for our 
work will then be expired; when our master tied us to 
duty, he tied us to time too; when night comes call the 
labourers, we must then show our work, and receive 
according to the things done. In the world of retribution 
we are no longer probationers." (^) This passage, with 
the one preceding it, affords proof" strong asdemonstra- 

(C) Dr. G. Burns' Sermons, f. 247. (7) A. Clarke, in he, 
{^)Matth€w Henry r. d. m. ita loc. 
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tibn*' against the opinion of the UDiversitlislson the point 
m tHue And in favour of our view of tbe case. JlfUr 
(tenth no man can work: — no impenitent unrenewed per- 
son can perform the jenstduty of a religious nature, when 
" iho night has come:" The future slate of puuislimenl 
tberefore, is tiocdiacipliuary, hut immulableand eternnl. 

The point we advocate ia proved, likewise, from Ihc 
cireumBiancQ of the reuard oi' punishment of individuals 
cbiumencing imhbomtelt afterdeatb, — which is incon- 
sistent with the ideoof a future state of probation. " Bu- 
bold I coine quickly, and my reward is with me to give 
every man according lis his workshall be." Rev. xsii 10. 

Tbe most sniisfjctorv and elucidative comment on these 
fvnrds of Our Lord, is furnished by Himself in the case 
of L*7tRe3 and dives. (») Luke xvi. 19-31. Lazarus 
died and was iminedialely carried by angels into '■ Abra- 
ham's bosom," another phrase for " paradise," or a place 
of kappintaa. The Rich Man, also, died and waa 
Iiuried ; but in Hell he immediately Hfi up his eyen. 
Tha term " hell" hade cannot here mean only the place 
itf teparate tpiriti ; an, it is immediately added, dcclarii- 
tive nf ila pninful and punitive character, " being in tor- 
ment," and, as It is, also, a place widely differing and far 
distant from ihat where Lazarus then was ; — be " scclh 
Abraham afar off and Lnz.iru-i in bis bosom:" and bis 
Hpplication to Abraham was principally to obtain relief, 
if jiiMailite, to bis agony. 

To this il may be replied, tbcpunttAmenfis tbe disci- 
ptiiu itnif, and is, therefore, very justly inflicted upon ilie 
■uhjeeu of it immedialety after death. To this point wo 

(B) "Thiiaccoanlorihe n'cA man nnd Loinriij., i« Either a 
parable or a real hiitorj/. I( il be a piirablc il ii whnt niny be; 
— if il be • hittory, it u ttint which hat iren. TiiliEr a mm 
may live, itr ia here deaeribod. nad go to perditinn wh«n lin i'm: 
nr. Mine have lived in llila woy, and nro now puflpting (he tor- 
ment* of an eternal Grs. Tho aecDnnt it e(|Dntly instrnclivc. in 
wMeheoewr of then liEhts itii viawed." JJr. Ji. Clarhtinlac 
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(Icsign hereafter to draw the attention of our readers; Q) 
but in the mean time observe, the idea now broached is 
one of the most dangerous notions that ever found a lodg- 
ment in the brain ef a rational accountable being, and is 
contradicted by the whole tenor of the Sacred Scriptures 
both in their direct and influential communications, and 
especially by that portion of them last under considera- 
tion. 

We proceed with the account:— From it, Dives, it ap- 
pears, whilst "inheW^ became sensible of his misery, and 
with cries supplicated the exercise of mercy; — but Hear it 
-t-He was Refused ! Yes! He was Refused! ''And he 
cried and said Father Abraham, have mercy on me, and 
send Lazarus that he may dip the tip of his finger in water 
and cool my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame. 
But Abraham said. Son, remember that thou, in thy life 
time, receivedst^Ai/ gooc^ things, and likewise Lazarus evil 
things; but now he is comforted and Thou art tormented." 
24, 25. V. This v/as truly appalling; but appalling as it 
was, it would be endurable were there any prospect, 
however distant, of his being delivered from his torments, 
restored to the divine favour, and blest with subsequent 
and eternal happiness. Says the Universalist, this will 
assuredly be the case. God is merciful; hell is discipli- 
nary ; and when the soul has sufficiently atoned for its 
sins by suffering, or is purified by some other means, it 
shall 1)0 delivered from its misery, restored to the appro- 
val of God and admitted to heaven. These opinions are 
asserted with as much confidence as if they peered forth 
from every verse of Sacred Writ. But what said Abra- 
ham on this subject? What was his reply? Now let it be 
especially remarked, that were the doctrine of future 
restoration true, or did it form a part of the creed of the 
*' Father of the fj^ithful,*' he had a most favourable op- 
j)ortuiiity of stating bis belief and comforting the torment- 

(1)' See next Chapter. 
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ed mind of Dives with considerations analogous to the 
following; 'Tis true you justly suffer for your sins, and 
although alleviation is with^held for the present, yet take 
this not as an ill omen — despair not but " encourage your- 
self in the Lord thy God" — You are not " /os*," or aban- 
doned of God — He has designs of mercy toward you — **for 
a small moment," compared to eternity, has he forsaken 
thee; but with great mercies will he gather thee" — after 
" you have suffered awhile," you shall be brought out of 
those " doleful regions," blest with divine favour, receive, 
with Lazarus, whom you formerly despised, an unfading 
crown of glory, and " so shall you be for ever with the 
Lord" — for the Lord will not be wrath forever. But, 
wc ask, was this the language of Abraham — the friend of 
God? Did he, on this occasion, preach Universalism? Did 
he hold out any such prospects: — Let him answer for 
himself: *' And besides all this^ between us and tou there 
is a great gulf fixed; so that they which would pass from 
HEiccE to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that 
would come from hence.^* 26. v. We may here remark, 1. 
This ease contains the opinions of our Lord upon the sub- 
ject of future punishment. S, It shows that the benevolenee 
of God, on which the Universalists lay so much force to 
confirm their views, has no operation in hell — not even a 
drop of water, the smallest alleviation, is allowed to, cool 
the tongue, to mitigate the most excruciating pain. 3. The 
e^fatnfy of e/erna/ punishment is here expressed, in the 
most forcible, affecting and solemn manner, without the 
use of aionios, or any other disputed term, 4. If a person 
wished of set purpose to point out the strict eternity of 
future torment, stronger expressions or figures, for this 
purpose, could not be employed than are here employed 
by our Lord. &. Our Loan does, in the case before us, 
most unqaestionably teach the strict eternity of fulurer 
punishment,— otherwise words to point out this doctrine 
cannot possibly be found. 6. The whole case is utterly 
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incompatible with the doctrine of a future state of proba- 
tion, and most convincingly proves our proposition, tliat 
thii is the last dispensation in which mercy or salvation 
can be obtained. 

Again: — The same truth is arrived at from the fact, 
that, at the Juogm£nt Dat, men will be judged and 
awarded for the deeds done in the body; a circumstance, 
in the highest degree inconsistent with the idea of the in- 
termediate state being one of moral discipline or trial.— 
^<For we must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ that every one may receive the things done in his 
body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad." 2 Cor. v. 10. 

Aware of the formidable array, which this verse pre- 
sents to their system, the Modern Universaiists have em- 
ployed all their force to weaken its impression. The 
words, *' done," and '< his," marked in italics, are not in 
the original, but are supplied by the translators; — hence 
they would read the passage thus,^ — that ^^every one may 
receive in his body," thereby endeavouring to confine the 
award of punishment to this life only. But the mere 
mention of this criticism carries with it its own refutation. 
For supposing we read the passage, receive inhis body, 
yet, it must be remembered, that we are all to stand before 
THE JUDGMENT SEAT OF GoD /or this purposc'r and as we 
believe in the punishment of the ^' body" as well as the 
''soul," after the resurrection, we do not see what ad% 
vantage they can derive from their rendering, if they 
t}ear in mind the fact just stated. 

But there is reason to believe that the translators, by the 
words they have supplied, have given the true idea of the 
passage. One general rule of construction — a rule fami- 
liar to every classical Scholar — is, ^' By a most elegant 
elipsis, any finite verb may be understood, and inferred by 
reflection from another verb of the like import, actually 
expressed within the period." — Examples, demonstrating 
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not only the propriety but the necessity of this rule, 
might be multiplied from the Classic Authors, but a few 
will sutHce. 

1. Impius haec tarn culta'novalia miles habebii^ 
Barbarus has segctes? — Virg. Eel. 1. 71. 72. 

** Habebilf'^ expressed in the first line, must be supplied 
in the second. Thus the translation — ''Shall a ruffian 
soldier /^o^sess these so well cultivated lands? Shall a bay- 
hiiriixa possess these fields of corn," — 

'i. Quem mortis timuit gradum, 
Qui siccis oculis monstra natantia; 
Qui vidit mare turbidum, et 
Infames scopulos Acroceraunia.^ 

HoR. Carm, Lib. I. 3. 17—20. 

Translated thus; — "What form of death conld terrify 
him, who beheld unmoved the rolling monsters of the 
deep; who beheld unmoved the tempestous swelling of 
the sea, and the Acroceraunians — infamous rocks!" — 
" VidiV expressed in the lattery must be supplied in the 
former part of the sentence. 

In the following example the word to be supplied must 
be in a different tense from the word expressed:— 

3. Hos tibi dant calamos, on accipe, Musae, 
Ascrajo quos ante seni. Viro, Eel. vi. C9, 70. 

Tbud translated; — "The Muses giceioyow tlietc pipes, 
(bore, lake them) which before* (supply dederant) ihny 
had driven to the Ascrean sage," viz. llcsiod. The nd- 
verb ante (before) siiuwstbat the verb supplied must Im 
in the past tense. 

The word supplied^ in the verse in queslion, is actuary 
ejcprcMsedf in the latter portiou of the verse; and, we rc- 
piiatit, the Venerable Translators, in their mode of ren- 
dering, have violated no rule of construction, but hav<) 
beea goverued by u rule of universally acknouledgf.l 

G 2 
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propriety — '^ that every one may receive the things, (sop^ 
ply) done in bis body, according to that be (verb actually 
expressed) hath done; &c. which is, doubtless, a proper 
rendering, and most certainly in perfect harmony with the 
general scope of the Scriptures. Whttbt paraphcoses 
the passage thus; — *' For we must all appear before the 
jndgment-seat of Christ, that every one may (^then) re- 
ceive the things done in his body; (or by the body;) ac- 
cording" &c. Wesley renders it — " that every one may 
receive according to what he hath done in the body, whe- 
ther good or evil." With this, the translation of Charles 
Thompson, Esq,, substantially agrees; — **tbat every one 
may receive according to what he hath done in this bodi- 
ly stale, whether good or evil." We have been more 
particular in vindicating the authorized translation than 
the cavil of the Universalists, in itself, really deserves: — 
Our only apology is, that as their exception forms one of 
their strong holds, it was necessary to wrest it from them 
by showing its utter destitution of all foundation. 

The force of the argument from 2 Cor. v. 10, may be 
thns exhibited; — All must appear at the judgment seat of 
Christ in the same character as they possessed when their 
spirits left their bodies — appearing in the same character 
as they possessed whenthe}^ left the body, there has been, 
in the case of the wicked, during the immediate state, no 
change of character for the better—if no change of cha- 
racter for the better, then, this alSbrds a strong reason for 
believing that the intermediate state, with them, admits 
not of a gracious change of character — the wicked appear 
fit the judgment seat un forgiven and unrenewed — making 
their appearance at the judgment seat of Christ in an 
unforgiven and unrenewed condition, they appear with 
'* the wrath of God abiding on them": — in fact, this 
view of the case destroys the very idea of a future inter- 
mediate state of probation — for if probationary, the things 
**done" there would be as liable and as proper to be 
brought into judgment as those " done in the body" — but 
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the paasage in question cuia off every notion of theltiod. 
In Llie (lay or " Judgmeni" eaeb "one wilt receive ac- 
cording to that he hath iloue in hU body, whether it lie 
(fooil or bail." — Quere; — WUat dcscriptiou of aeiitence 
will be passed al the " Jjdgment Day" in the case of one 
who died in AiJ sins and in ihe inlemxediale statp, icos 
forgiven, — if he will ha judged aod awarded according to 
the dcedi done in the body? 

Tho description, given by our Lord himself, of tha 
Jtidgineiii Day, and the alleged grounds of acquittal and 
fiondcimnaliuii, corroborate Ihe abore view of tho case. 
Turn to Ihe Sslh of Matthew, and read from Ihe 31^1 
ver«a to the end of the uhajiter, and you wilt find that ihs 
righleoiu aiid the wicked viere judged for deeds done, or 
which ODgbt to have been done, in the body: — that ibo 
righteous the truly piou», whose "faith" wrought "by 
love,'' were justified by their works; "for I was an hun- 
);ered, See- — and the king shall answer, — ioasniuch as ye 
bavo (loue it unco one of the least of these my brethren, 
ye have done it unto rao" — atid thai the wiuked, those, 
whose faith wae dead and who were not regenerated and 
sanctified but lived and died in their aina, were condemtied 
for ibeir wurlu, or rather more properly, for their nol do- 
ing — " Then shall he E.iy unto them on the left hand. De- 
part from me, £(,c. Fori was an hungered, &.c. Thenahall 
liicy bUo answer him, snjing, Lord, when saw we thee an 
hungered, or athlrst, or a stranger, or naked, or sick, or 
in prison, and did not minister unlolhee^ Then shall he an- 
swer them saying, Verily I say unto you, forasmuch ns ye 
did \t nol to one of Ihe least of these, yadidilaM to me." 
Crtnsiaiency must oblige the Universalists lo say that the 
"righteous" were in the intermediate state, and that ihe 
" wicked'- having it in their power, did not " feed" the 
r^btaous, nor "give them drink," nor "clothe'' them, 
nor " visit them in prison," whilst they were in their dis- 
emboJiod stiile', for ihuy contend that the wicked will nol 
bsjiirffvd for tbe tlued^ dous ur not done in tht body^xiia 
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only allerative on this scheme, is, that they neglected their 
«luty in the intermediate state, — for it must have been- 
neglected in some place — and our Saviour decides the 
point that it is for the want of the performances before 
specified, that the wicked shall at last be condemned. But 
turning away from such absurdities, we remark, that the 
acts previously mentioned are properly the acts of time, 
and can be performed and neglected only when the righ- : 
teous are in the body: — hence the wicked will receive 
their final sentence of condemnation for duties neglected, 
as well as for sins committed, whilst in the body. The 
force of this passage is irresistible. 

Again: ''Rejoice, O yonng man, in thy youth; and let 
thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in 
the ways of thine heart, and in the sight of thine eyes: 
but know thou for all these things God will bring thee 
into judgment." Eccl. xi. 9. Now are not all the acts 
here mentioned the acts of the " Young man" whilst in 
tliis world, " in the body^^7 And yet for *' these things" so 
done i)y him whilst '' in the body" he will be brought into 
judgment — a decision this as plain as words can make it. 

" God — who will render to every man according to his 
deeds; For as many as have sinned without law shall also 
perish without law: and as many as have sinned in the 
law, shall be judged by the law — in that day when Ood 
shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according 
to my Gospel." Rom. ii.'e, 12, 16. The phrases "deeds" 
— ** sinned without law" — ** sinned in the law" — un- 
doubtedly refer to the transactions of this life, which con- 
sequently must be done in the body: — and yet far these 
men are finally to be judged and awarded. 

So forcibly have the Universalists felt the doctrines 
contained in the above passages to press against their 
system, that to escape their force, some of them, with 
equal audaciousness and criminality, have denied a future 
general judgment altogether — thereby affording another 
proof of the utter iniquitousness of the system-^dcclaring. 



that men are judged Qnd awarded ia thiii life, 90 aaio have 
uolhing 10 anawer for hereafter!— (') 

This opinioD, mUcrably wretched itnd erroncaus as it 
U, is as much opposed tu the future reward of the righte- 
ous, OM they suppose it tnakcs sgaio^t the future puiiUlt- 
RitsDt of the wicked. If men are judged and awarded in this 
life, ilieu the rigliteuua are judged and awarded iu thlalilc) 
aodcoDaoqueutly, ifbj tbo judgment of God passed upmi 
their conduct, Iboy recelre their reward here, they aru 
excluded from all reward hereafter. But, to this, Jt iimy 
he replied,— thu' judf^ed and awarded, they are rewarded 
in tbii life only pnrtidly, — the promise of " eternal life" 
is atill given. But we answer, why may not the uouiitrr- 
p>rt be true. — that, tho' judged and awurded, the wicked 
are in ihia life only partially punished, the threatening of 
" everUsIing punishment" ia still held out.' — Tbeoaauiup- 
lion refutes itself. 

Our principal objection t9 this unblushing error 'n that 
it ia deuiUedly unscripturul. To prove our assertion we 
need not adduce the many pitssngeit, which the Sacred 
Volume contains upun the subject; one or two will suf- 
fice. Let it then be observed, that the "DayofJurlg- 
roent" is a day solemnly appointed by the Deity. "He 
hath appointed a day, ia the which he will jW^d the 
vorld iu righicousness by that man whom be halh or- 
dained, whereof he hath given miurimee unto atl men, in 
that be bath raised him from the dead." Adsxvi.Sl. 
Now couple with this the following declaration of ilio 
aame Apostle — " it is appointed unto men once to die, but 
after this (after death) the judgment;" Huh- \x. Q7. and 
tbsro is the strongest assurance of a Fdture UEnca^L 
Jddomert, which words can possibly convey- How un- 
sound, how radically wrong, how cTlremely dangerous the 
■ysteni, which can be maintained only by aucb a awecping 

(S) Thia Bubjacl tho rnaderwill remsiuber li diicoiKcl la Cbi>|>- 
tota Sdaad 3di bat is again iatrodnued tu iliiugtbeu our sij^u meat. 
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denial of one of the fundamental doetrines of the Saered 
Word of God, — a doctrine,reiterated with the most solemn 
and affecting emphasis by Our Lord, and the sacred Pen- 
men who wrote as they were moved by the Holy Ghost 1 
How alarming the situation of those who either really 
or prctendedly embrace such a system, and use their ot- 
moHt endeavours to propagate their principles ! '* I testify 
unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of 
this book, If any man shall ai^^ unto these things, God 
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this 
book: and if any man shall take away from the words of 
the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part 
out of the book of life, and out of the Holy City, and from 
the things which are written in this book." Rev. xxii. 
18. 19, 

Our belief, that the present dispensation is the last, in 
which mercy is obtainable, receives confirmation from the 
Scripture fact, that, after the sentence is passed, the wick- 
ed " go into punishment*^ declared to be ** eternal,*' and 
not the slightest hint is given of their future deliverance, 
— a circumstance this, utterly unaccountable on the sup- 
position of the Universalists. 

Refer again to the latter part of the 25th chapter of Sf, 
Matthew, and it will be seen, that after the characters of 
the righteous and wicked are separated, and placed, the 
former on the right, the latter on the left hand of the 
Judge ! the sentence is passed. To those on his " right 
hand" the king shall say, Come, ye'blessed of my Father, 
inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation 
of the world;" v. 34. " Then shall he say also unto them 
on the left hand, Depart from me, ye cursed, into ever- 
lasting fire, prepared for the devil and his angels." v. 41. 
Now here are the judgment and the sentence. Does the 
Judge console the condemned by stating — You have an- 
other chance for your life — the state, into which you are 
now entering, is certainly very dreary and painful, but it 
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is probationary— and, if you are not wanting to your- 
selves, you may be released and yet enter into my king- 
dom of glory? Surely, were Universalism true, something 
like this would naturally escape the lips of the Judge. But 
is this the case? Did he give them any hope? So far from 
this being the case — so far from giving them any hope — 
he closes their awful history by these still more awful 
words — " And these," the persons last addressed, the 
wicked, "shall go away into everlasting punishment: but 
the righteous into life eternal": And here the curtain 
drops — not a word, as to their future restoration, breaks 
the silence — the last sounds which die upon the ear, aro, 
*'And these shall go aw^ay into everlasting pun- 
ishment: BUT the righteous INTO LIFE ETERNAL"! 

St. Paul teaches the same alarming truth: *' Or de- 
spjsest thou the riches of his goodness, and forbearance 
and long suffering; not knowing that the goodness of God 
leadeth thee to repentance? But after thy hardness and 
impenitent heart treasurcst up unto thyself wrath against 
the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgmont 
of God; who will render to every man according to his 
deeds: To them who by patient continuance in well doing 
seek for glory and honour and immortality eternal life: 
But unto them that are contentious, and do not obey the 
truth, but obey unrighteousness, indignation and wrath, 
tribulation and anguish, upon every soul of man, that do- 
c'th evil, of the Jew first and also of the Gentile. For 
there is no respect of persons with God." Rom. ii. 4'9,[11. 
Here also the punishment of the wicked is threatened; 
but not one word, that they shall ever bo saved from it 
and rank with thorn, to whom is rendered **' glory, honor, 
and peace." 

Another quotation, on this point will suffice. " And 
1 saw a great white throne, and him that sat on it, from 
who.«?c face the earth and the heaven fled away; and there 
was found no place for them. And I saw the dead, bmull 
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Rnd greatj stand before God; and the books were opened; 
and another book was opened, which is the book of lifet 
and the dead were judged out of those things which were 
ivritten in the books, according to their works. And the 
5eagave up the dead, which were in them: and they were 
judged every man according to their works. And deatk 
and hell were cast inte the lake of fire. This is the second 
death. And whosoever was not found written in the 
book of life was cast into the lake of fire." Rev. xx. II- 
15. Here several things deserve attention. 1. The 
Apostle is here speaking of the GeneralJudgment. 9. The 
persons who are to be judged are mentioned; " the dead, 
small and great" — persons of all ages and conditions^ 
those not excepted who "are alive" at "the coming of 
the Lord," for they " shall be changed," which change 
will be equivalent to death. 1 Cor. xv. 51, 52. — S. The 
difierent receptacles yielded up the dead they possessed: 
the sea gave up those who had been drowned— (feo^A, 
meaning the grave, delivered up the bodies of men — and 
heU, hades, the receptacle of separate spirits, good or evil, 
surrendered up their sovis. Thus, ** that they may be 
judged, punished or rewarded, according to their works, 
their bodies and souls must be reunited; hades, therefore, 
gives up the spirits; and the sea and earth give up the 
bodies." 4. "Death and hell were cast into the lake of 
fire." " Death himself is now abolished; and the place for 
separate spirits no longer needful. All dead bodies and 
separated souls being rejoined, and no more separation 
of bodies and souls by death to take place; consequently, 
the existence of these things is no farther necessary. 5. 
The lake of fire, or the punishment in the eternal world, 
is the second death. " The first death, is that from which 
there may be a resurrection; the second death, is that from 
which there can be no recovery. By the first, the body is 
destroyed during time; by the second, body and soul are 
destroyed through eternity." (^) Let it also be noted, 

(3> Vide Dr. A. Clarke's J^otes. 




that, the "second <ieaih"jB aomethirg from which ilie 
rigbteous are to be preserved—" be thou fajlhful unln 
ile«tb and I will give ihee a eroan of life— lie thai over- 
cometh Bhall not be bun by Ibe second death. " Rev. if. 
ID, 11. Here "the crown of life" or the eternal reward 
anil "the second death," nre set in O[ipo8ition, — neces- 
aaril; causing ihe laller to mean the ojiposilo of " clcritnl 
life," i, e. an eternal punishment. Again; the "seuond 
death" is somethjng to tie inflicted upon the wicked ex- 
cluaively. " But the fearful and unbelieving, Etc. and oil 
liars, shall have iheir part in the Itike which burneth with 
fire and brimstone: which is the second death." Rev, 
sii. 8. 7. — 6, After the abolishing of dealJi and hadei, the 
place of separate spirits, for reasons already asaigned, 
iben, we are informed, that, "uAoioetrfr was not found 
written in the book of life," \. e. was not prepared for 
heaven, "was cnst into the lake of fire," consigned to the 
"second death;" and there they are left without the slight- 
est intimation of future recovery or restoration, When 
■' they that are rfaili/ enter" in to the marriage supper of 
(he Lamb, "the door is shut;" and to all subsequent appli- 
cations by the unprepared, however Importunate or loud- 
ly expressed, fur admission to the felicities of heaven, the 
unvaryitig answer of the Lord, is, "verity I say unto you, 
I know you not;" "I approve or regard you not and 
therefore disown you." (*) On the supposition of ihe 
Uni versa! ists, it is improbable — it is increilible — it ie im- 
posiilile — that the Scii|itures would use such unqualilieil 
Innguage, as above quoted, on man's final destiny, and 
nst give ussome explicit information on the subject of the 
ulterior designs of the Deity respecting hit future d^li- 
reranee from the place of suffering. A more erroneous — 
B more misguiding tiook than the Sucked Scrivtuies, on 
the ITniversalist scheme, never was penned and given to 
ibu world; for, in regard to the eternal world, they in- 
. WaUon'i Xxpttil- in h<, 
U 
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variably use such terms as necessarily exclude the very 
BuppositioQ of a future state of probation, and final ro- 
covery of those that loose their souls." 

Unite the three last particulars, — That 1. The reward 
or punishment of men commences immediately aAar 
death; 2. That, attheday of.General Judgment men will 
appear in the same character as they possessed on leaviDg 
the world, and shall be judged and rewarded according to 
the 'Meeds done in the hody;]^ 3. That after the sentence 
of condemnation is passed the **wicked" go into "ever- 
lasting punishment,'.' without the least intimation of their 
future deliverance; — and what becomes, we ask, of the 
main pillar of IJniversalism, that the future state is one 
of moral trial? It resembles the ^'house which the foolish 
man built upon the sand.*' 

The preceding remarks receive confirmation from the 
fact, that heaven and hell, future happiness and future 
misery, future reward, and future punishment, are, in the 
Sacred Oracles, set in opposition to each other, — the one 
necessarily excluding the other. ''Say ye to the righteous 
that it shall be well with him: — Woe unto the wicked it 
shall be ill with him." Is. iii. 10, U. ''And many of 
them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake some 
to everlasting life; and some to shame and everlasting 
contempt.^' Danl. xii. 2. "For the hour is coming, in 
the which all that are in the graves shall hear his voice, 
and shall come forth; they that have done good unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation.^* John v. 28, 29. "The Lord 
Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty 
angels, in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know 
not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ: who shall be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory of 
h is power; when he shall come to be glorified in his saints, 
and to be admired in all them that believe in that day." %^ 



Thess. (. 1 — 10. "And these (the wic^kecl) shall go (uray 
inlo ererUslitig punishment but the rightcoua loio lil'u 
eternal." Mutt, xsv, -16. 

The characters, and the respective rewfirib and punish- 
menu, are (here conlrasleJ.and no intimation is given that 
ihejr sball ever merge into each other or be succeeded by 
anaanotber. Therewardofthe "righteous," of those "who 
have done nell" iadeclured to lie "eternal :" but thesanio 
dlrine teslimODf deciiles in equally strong language, that 
(he puuishmeni of the wicked will be "everlasting" or 
endleti: — the conclusion, therefore, is that, as the re.spei:- 
live characters, and future retrihution of eacb, are placed 
tin direct contrast, and announced in equally cogent terni 
of strict eternity, the misery of the wicked, of those ibni 
"liave done evil," will be strictly interminahle: — if so, it 
follows ibat ibij is the lasl dispensation lu which salvation 
is ftttninnhle. 

But, if, in direct opposition to the invariahle decisions 
of Kriplure upon the subject, it be contended, that llio 
future state of misery is disciplinary, and the punishment^ 
from tba vBry probationary character of the state, can 
come to an end,— what reason, ive ask the Unlvcrsalisii, 
ckti be assigned against the trutb of the exact counterpart 
of the subject, that the state of future happiness is also 
disciplinary, and that the reward of the pious, from ths 
very probationary character of the stale, can likeivisn 
eoiue lu an end — and as the wicked ihull take their 
plae« in "heaven," so the righteous shall take their plac* 
in "hell," and that th-iae changes, in endless succession, 
■hall take place throughout GiLTniiy ! What reason, on 
tb«ir principles, can ihcy assign against this siuto of 
ibtDgs? The one is as reasonable as the other; for tho 
MtDfl id«nticAl wonts are used to point out the duraiion of 
(be misery of the one, as are used to point out the dura- 
tion of (be happiness of the other. In the ca^e we have 
Mmei of tbe expttMf the positive, tUi! una. 
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fjuirocal assurrance of Ho)y Writ, respecting tbe eternal 
perpetuity of heavenly happiness? The future state can- 
not be probationary. 

FiiTALLT-^If the present be not the last dispensation of 
mercy, in which salvation can be obtained; the C9fnnumd» 
warnings, and threatenings exhibited In the Word of God, 
and employed to induce men notir to ^'repent*'— «ioi» to 
*^ believe on Christ" — now to "consecrate their service to 
God" — now to "strive to enter in at the strait gate/' — to 
cut off the right hand sin" and "pluck ot^t tbe right eye 
sin,>' — that they may be 'Ssaved,'' — that "iniquity prove 
not their ruin,^— that they be not "oast into the fire whose 
flames are quenched not and where the worn never dies,'' 
that they avoid His "anger who has power to destroy both 
soul and body in hell>" that they "come not into coodem** 
nation," have "their portion with hypocrites and unbeliev- 
ers" and be " cast into outer darkness," where is weeping, 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth," — are idl$enseies$jargonf 
without foundation^ without meaning % merely intended to 
excite fear where no fear »>, real deeeptunu, positive mi- 
imths. Nor is this all — The Ministers of the Sanctuary, 
who urge their flocks, by the above truly awful sanctions 
to "seek the Lord now while He is to be found and call 
upon Him while He is near" — to "flee from the wrath to 
come" — "escape the damnation of hell" — to "work out 
the salvation of their souls with fear and trembling,"— 
so that they may not "perish," 'Hoose their souls," "be- 
come cast away," fall under the "power of the secoad 
death" and "be punished with everlasting destruction from 
the presence of God and from the glory of his power," — 
APPEAR WITH A LIE IN THEIR MOUTHS, tho'for thoso Sanc- 
tions and expressions they plead, "Thus saith the Lord," 
and tbo' by these lies, or by God's blessing upon the 
delivery of these lies, they "turn many to righteousness" 
and "save souls from death;" and, to complete the climax. 
Our Saviour and his Apostles take the "pre-eminence'* 
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ftmon^ the number of FiLse Witnesses ! ! ! Prom 
Kuch a system of Christianity, — & system productive of 
such results — "Good Lord Dllitek Us!" 

IfUniversalisin, either Aocient or Modern, can con- 
TrouE, aniJ wage war with the passages of Scripture, ad- 
duced id ibis Chapter,— and, if, in opposition lo iheir 
plain, undeniable import, it can hold out ibc assurance of 
n state of future probation, or deny a. slate of futuro 
puntsliment in (old, — all we can soy, U, Unireraalism ii 
possessed of unparrelled eiTrontery, and displays the most 
daring and hlasphemous presumption. It shows that it n 
the legitimate ofFspring of him, who "saiii unto the Wo- 
msn, ye shall not surely die." The plain matter of fact 

His Imperul S^taknic MiJESXT preached Univer- 
siLisM TO Eve! She helieved Jt — was deceived — induc- 
ed her husband to disobey — and thus 

" Bropght death into the world, sad all oar woe." 

From the wide-spreading-, age-continuing, and joul- 
destroying effects on Uinsivo of the tiral embracemonl 
orUairersaliain, men should be extremely jealous of ihut 
soft, smooth phrase, "ye shall not surely die" eiernoll.v, 
from whatever quarter it may proceed, whether immedi- 
ately from the Devil himself, or mediately from any of 
his human emissaries; and when presented for iheir re- 
ception, they should spurn it from them with utter abhor- 
rence and holy indignation, saying, "Get Ihee behind me 
Satan : lAou tavoureit not the thingi thai be of God." 
To any, who are inclined lo admii^ihe shining, insidious 
serpent to their bosom, we would say, in the language of 
St Paul, Beware — "lest by any means, as the terpen! be- 
guiled Eve through bis subtehy, so your mind should be 
corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ." 3 Cur. 
li. S. 

Having thus proved from the Scriptures, that the pre- 
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sent is the last diBpensations in which mercy can l>e ob- 
tained^ it follows as a necessary consequence, that the 
future state, to condeomed spirits, gaknot be a state of 
discipline or probation. 




Second Point. Are heabs employed in the future 
ttalt/or the purification of damned ipirilt, and fur their 
rettoration to the favour and image of God 1 Aniwer Ni>. 

The negative ol'tbiii question, we Teel ourselves in ilutjr 
bounil lo Htivocaie:— Our belief is, the Scriptures, wheu 
coasiilered in their textual unil contextual meaning, ara 
perfectly tilent as it respects means to be hereafter used 
•or tbo [Jiirposes meuiioued iu the question, anil contain 
paaaagea at utter variance niih the opposite belief. 

The discipline, or means tiaeJ, if any, must be either, 
I. The punithmenl ilielf. 3. The Word of God read or 
preached. 3. T/ie lanelified effort) of the righteous. 4. 
The mediatorial and IntereessDry offtcet of Chriit. Or 5, 
The iajluenee of the Uohj Spirit leading to repentanee 
and faith in Ckritt, and promotive of holineta and obedi- 
ence. 

Except lbs Grei particular, the means a pec i fie d, are the 
means, which ivo know are appointed by the "Head of 
the Church*' to be used for ihe obtainment of salvation in 
ittia life; oad u God ia a being ibac thanget not, aiiJ 
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as his plan of salvation is as immutable as himself^ tira 
only fair coDclusion is, — if means are indeed eniplojed 
hereafter for saleable purposes and unless he has inform- 
ed us to the contrary — that the means in the fiUure vforld 
will be the same as those in the present. But the Scrip- 
tures are silent as the grave as to other means; — there- 
fore, if any be employed, they must be the same as those 
already ffpeciiied, with the one exception. All present 
means, tho' there may be others, of a strictly instrumental 
nature, besides those to which we have just referred, such 
as providential circumstances, &c. do, in point of fact, 
resolve themselves into (be four last general ones abore 
mentioned; but to meet the Univeralists we have includ* 
ed the punishment itself :— if, in our examination of the 
Scriptures, we find these wanting, we may justly con- 
clude that the absence of these implies the absence of all 
other means. 

Quere;— Can the disciplinary means be the punishment 
itself 7 Answer No. 

In replying negatively to this question we quote the ob* 
servations of a distinguished Divine ;— ' 

'^ I presume it will be taken for granted that there was 
no suffering in the world previously to the introduction of 
sin: suffering is an imperfection in nature; and a creature, 
in a state of suffering, is imperfect, because a miserable 
creature. If an intelligent creature be found in a state 
of suffering, and of suffering evidently proceeding from 
the abuse of its powers; it necessarily supposes that such 
creature has offended God, and that its sufierings are the 
consequence of its olSence, whether springing immedi- 
ately from the crime itself, or whether by Divine Justice 
as a punishment for that crime. As sufferings in the 
animal being are the consequence of derangement or dis- 
ease in the bodily organs, they argue a state of mortality f 
and experience shows that they are predisposing causes 
of death and dissolution. Derangement and disease, by 



wLich the regular perlbrmauce of nalural fuaciionB it 
prBrealed, and ibe (lestruction of those Aincliona ulii' 
Dtatelyeffected, never could havo existed in animal beings 
•« Ibey procuedeil from the littnil of an all-perfect and in- 
lelligeai Creator. Ttioy aro, tberefure, suinething ihai 
baa taken iikce siaco creation; and are doiiioiistrubly 
coQtrary to the order, perfeelion, and harmony of that 
creation; and conGequently did not spring from Uoil. Ai 
il would be unkind, if not utijudl, to bring innnmerahle 
luulliludes of innoceot beiogs into a stale of suffering or 
wretclieduess; hence the sufferings ihai ore in the world, 
inuM have ai'iden rromlbe ofTuncesof theaufftrors. Now 
if rin lia¥8 produced auj)erin^, is it possible that suffering- 
can dtalroy tin? Wo may ansvrerihisqueacion by asking 
Another .- Is it poasible that the itream produced from a. 
founinin can deilroy tho fountain from which itsjinngH P 
Or, is ji possible ifaau a'oy effect can destroy the catae of 
wbich it is an effect? Reason haa already decided ihcse 
queitions in the tiegalive. Therefore, suffering, which 'n 
Ibe effect of alu, cannot possibly destroy tho sin of uhjoh 
ilia Ibe effect. To suppose the contrary, is to »U|ipose 
tfaa grossest absurdity Ibal can possibly ditgrace the uii' 
Jeratanding of men. 

"ll U osaeniial, in the nature of all effects, lo depend on 
their cauaes; ihoy have neither being noi operation but 
what they derive from those causes ; and in respect lo 
ibeir causes, they are absolutely pasiive. The eaate may 
exitil without ihe effect; but the effect cannot subsist with- 
out the emiue: — to act against its cause is impossible, be- 
eauM it has no indepeudent being, nor operation; by it, 
■herefure, tho being or state of the came can never be 
Rffecteil. Just so sufferings, whether voiuntary or tnt>o- 
Imtary, caanot affuct the being or nature of iin, from 
wbieb they proceed. And, could we for a moment enter- 
tain the absuritf , that they could alone far, correct, or 
d«tiroy the cause that gave ibeiu being, tbun we niuii 
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conceive an effect, wholly dependant ett itiT cause for iii 
being, rise up against that cause, destroy it, and yet still 
continue to be an effect when its cause is ho more ! Tbcf 
sun, at a particular angle, by shining against a pyramid/ 
projects a shadow, according to that angle, and the height 
of the pyramid. The shadow, therefore, is the effect of 
the interception of the sun's rat/s, by (he mass of the 
pyraniid. Can any man suppose that this shadow would 
continue well defined, and discernible, tho' tbe pyramid 
were annihilated, and the sun extinct? No. For the 
effect would necessarily perish with the cause* So, sin 
and suffering; the latter springs from the former: sin can- 
not destroy suffering, which is its necessary effect ; and 
suffering cannot destroy sin which is its producing caused 
Therefore salvation by suffering is absurd, contradictory 
and impossible/' 

The above reasoning will apply with equal force to suf^ 
ferings in the future state, as to those which are sustained 
in this world; and as much of the sufferings in the eternal 
world is the natural effect of disobedience in this life, so, 
the suffering so endured can never be the means of destroy- 
ing sin and purifying the soul — unless we are disposed to 
maintain the absurdities which have been so powerfully 
proved necessarily to spring from the contrary belief. 

Let us now consider the case of jvena/ sufferings in the 
other world. 

*' Penal sufferings, in a future state,"^ continaes the 
Author above quoted, "are supposed by many, to be suf^ 
ficiently efficacious to purge the soul from the moral stains 
contracted in this life; and to make an atonement for the 
offences committed in time. This system is liable to all 
the objections urged against the preceding, and to several 
others peculiar to itself: for, if there had not been sin, 
there had not been punishment. Penal sufferings, inflicted 
by Divine Justice, are the desert of the crimes whicH re- 
quire justice to inflict such punishments. If the suffer- 
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ings, indicleil by liiis Divine Justice, be supposed to be 
capable of enoibilating the eaUse for which tbej are io- 
flioted; if ihey anoibiliite the cause, they must be frealcr 
than that cause, and con.scqueiilly unjust; because in ihut 
caan, the punishment would be £:reof«r thnn the offence. 
Such peual iufliciicMis could not proceed from a righteoud 
God. 

" Bui iho ground of this system is absurd; we have no 
evidence from Scripture or reason, that there are any 
enttndalory puniahmcnts iu the elernal teorld. 

"The state of profcafton certainty extends only to the 
uliiinntc term cf human life. We have no evidence, 
either from Scripture or reason, that it extends to ano- 
ther state. There is not only a deep silence on this, in 
the Divine records; hut there are the most positive de- 
clarations againat it. In (imeand life, the great business 
relative to eterutty is to be transacted. On passing the 
liraiu of time, we eater into eltrnily: this is the unchengt' 
aUc Mate. In that awful uod inilescrihable inlinitude of 
ineomprehensJble duration, me rend of but Itro places nr 
tlate* — Heaven and Uellj ijiory and misery: endless suf- 
fering anil endless enjoyment. In ihcKO tvvo places, or 
■Istea, we read of but two descriptiuna of human being' — 
ibe (sneii and the loil; bclivcen whom there ia that im- 
measurable gulf, over which neither can pass. In the 
one state we read of no tin, no impeiJecUnn, no cttne: 
there, "all tears nru lor ever viiped away from olf all 
faces; and the righteous shine like the sun in the kingdom 
uf thvir Father." In the other, we read of nothing hut 
"weeping, waiting, and gnushinj; of teeth;'' — of "rho 
worm that dieih not;" and nf "the lire which is not 
quenched " There, the ctTecisBtid conijuences of sin ap- 
pear in all their colourings, aud in nil their conseituences. 
There, no dispensation of grace is published; no olferi uf 
mercy made; the unholy are unholy tliU; nor cafi the cir- 
* of their case allard any means, by which ibvir 
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State can be meliorated; and we have already seen, that 
it is impossible that svfferings^ whether penal or inciden. 
^ tal, can destroy that cause, (sin,) by which they were 
produced. 

<<As to the atonement which is to be made to Divine 
justice, by enduring the torments of the damned, for ages 
numerable or innumerable, it is not found in the letter of 
the Divine oracles, nor by any fair critical deduction 
from that letter. Purgatory, professing to be an tnler- 
mediate place, previously to its examination, has a sort of 
claim on our attention; but when this profession is examin- 
ed, it is found to be as unreal a mockery, as the limhus of 
vanity i from which its ideal existence has sprong. But 
the doctrine of the final extinction of the fire that is not 
quenched, and the final restoration of all lapsed inleUp' 
gences, has no such claims; it appears before us as a for* 
mal contradiction of every scripture which relates to that 
awful subject; founding itself on meanings which have 
been extracted from Greek and Syriac words, by critical 
torture; and which meanings, others, as wise as the appel- 
lants, have proved, that these words, in such connections^ 
cannot bear."(*) 

The error of the Universalists, as it regards the pre- 
tended efficacy of future punishment to purify the soul 
lies in the supposition that it is corrective in its nature. 
That future punishment is corrective in its nature, de- 
signed for the good of the sufferer, is a mere gratuitous 
assumption, receiving no support from the Scriptures but 
contradicted by them. It is not denied, that God eorreeti 
men here for their good; especially his "people." **Ye 
have forgotten the exhortation which speakoth unto 
you as unto children, my son despise not thou the chas- 
tening of the Lord, nor faint when thou art rebuked of 
him: For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and 

(5) Dr. A. Clarke, Sermons, 8 vol. 354—959. 



ecoar^etb every son whom he receiveih. IT ye eniiure 
chaBtenirig, God dualeth with ;ou as with aons; fur 
what SOD is ho whom the Talker chaeteneth noi? But if 
fe be without chastisement, whereof all are pHrtakers, 
IbcD are ye bastards, and not Eons. Furlbermore we 
bBve had fathers of our flesh which corrected ua, and we 
gave them reverence; shall we not tniich rather be in 
aubjecltoD unto ibc Father of spirits and live? For ihey 
verily fur a few doys chastened us after their own jilea- 
•uro? but be for our pro_^( that womightbeparlakerBof his 
bolinesB. Now no chnstcniog for the present seemeth to 
ba joyous but grievous; nevertheless afterward it yieldcth 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness unto tbcm which 
are exercised thereby." Heb. ii. 5—11. From the terms 
employed the corrective nnture of these present painful 
lot he misunderstood. 



But, 



re ask, is this ihe language — "chastisement, 
scourging"— which the Deiiy appli 
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punisbmeni? Does he stylo the inbahiinnis of "hell" hy 
the endearing phrase, thoao "whom the Lord loveihr" 
Does he sny he ekaitUes tbem for their "proRi," ihnt 
Ibey ''might bo partakers of his holiness;" and that tho' 
their sufferings for the present nro not joyous but grie- 
vous, yet ajleryeard they yield the peaceable fruit nf 
rigbtconsness (o them being cierciscd thereby ? Is this 
the language of God to the danmeilf Cnn a single pas- 
■Bga in the entire range of revealed truth be found, on 
which, Bucb nr similar expressions are used respecting 
the torment, the punishment of those who are sulTehng 
lb* "ilamnaiion of HeM?" Yes! we nsk for a single pas- ■ 
■gg«, where it is said, foiure sufferings are corrective in 
their nature and designed for the good of the sufferer. 
It cannot be found— with all their pretended parade nf 
Scripture to support their doctrines, the Uni versa lleia 
cannot produce one soliinry exprcsaioa to Ihenboie 
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effect, and they know they cahnot— There ii everything 
to the contrary. 

We may here, in contrast to the above, profitably no- 
tice the titles given to the wicked, and the terms used to 
designate their sufferings in the future world. 

Among these titles we find the following : ^' Te are of 
your father the Devil" — John viii. 44. *' rebelHous tkU- 
dren" Is. xxx. 1, ^^lying children" — lb. 9. v. ^^ehiidrm 
of transgression, seed of f falsehood" — lb. Ivii. 4. *^ehildun 
of the wicked one" — Matt. xiii. 38. ^^ehildren ofdisobedi' 
ence" Epb. ii. 3. "children of wrath" lb. ii. 3. "eurietf 
ehildren"-^2 Pet. ii. 14. ''children of the DevU"-^ 1 Johi^ 
iii. 10. 

It is to be observed, that, altho' these titles naturally be- 
long to those who subsequently become ''the children of 
God," yet of those who remain in their natural condition, 
they are the permanent designations — characteristic of 
them in this world and in the world to come. 

As it regards the terms employed to point out the future 
sufferings of the wicked, it is certain, the Scriptures apeak 
of them, not as corrective, but as punitive, as the demerit (^ 
crimes, under the idea, also, of ever-continuance, and in 
such terms, which, as we have already shown, necessarily 
exclude all idea of their being a merciful visitation, and 
bar out all hope of the final restoration or salvation of the 
suffering party. <<The Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven, with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking 
vengeance" (mark this--"taking vengeance'*) on them thai 
know not God, and that obey not the Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ : who shall be punished" (not corrected) 
with everlasting (not limited) destruction (a strange term, 
surely, for fatherly chastisements!) from the presence of 
the Lord and from the glory of his poioer;" 2 Thess. i. 
7 — 9. never to be restored to that "presence" or thai 
"glory." "For what is a man advantaged, if he gain the 
whole world, and loose himself, or be cast away>" Luke 



ix. 96. "AdiJ shall ulUrlij periih \a Iheir own corruption." 
9 Pet. ii. 12. "We are not of thom that drnw back unio 
perdilitmi tiut of [hem Ihnt believe unto the saving of tlia 
Boul." Heb. JC.39. "Bui the heavens and the enrtb, 
whicti are now, liy ths sams word nre kept in store, re- 
served unto fire agiiinst tlie day of judgment and perdi' 
tion of ungodly men." SI Pel. iii. 7. "To whom the miU 
vf darkness is reserved for ever." lb. ii. 17. "Fear him 
which is able to destroy Itolh aoul and body in hell." 
Matt. X. 38. "He ahnll have judgment vsiihout mercy, 
(hat hath showed uo mercy." Jamcaii. 13. 

Now read these e.ipreasions again, "deBtruetion, ever- 
lasting destruction, lost, castaway, perdition, utterly 
perish, judgment without mercy," tea. and wo ask, with 
what propriety can they be applied to the future punish- 
ment of the wicked, if, that punishment bo corrective 
and only designed for their good.' In fact, if the views of 
the Universatists, on this subject, be correct, "thedama- 
eil in hell are no more cast away, lost, destroyed, — ihey 
no more perish, or suffer perdition, — than any of Gfld'9 
elect (obedient believers) aro "cast away" &c. while they 
•re in this world. Hell Is no more a place of dcBtruclion 
(ban this world. The wicked in hell are no more vosBelit 
of wrath filled (by ihemBolves) to destruction, than the 
aaiota are in this world- Tho damned are under discip- 
line; BO are even the most virtuous and holy, while in 
thin life; yelihey (the virtuous) arenot lost, cast awoy, 
rajected as roprobnte silver, or doslroyeit by God; hut aro 
kept aa the apple of his eye. And as the (supposed) 
means of grace, under which the damned aro placed, are 
<ihoU|{ht by the Univcrsalists to be) far raoro adapted 
certainly to secure and promote lheirgroate« good, than 
»ny means which we enjoy in this state;— (for the Uni- 
vvrBalista imagine the future means are absolutely i n- 
&lliable;)iocondiderand toBpeat of them (the damnned) 
M lonii cuiKWsy, desiioyed, &«. becftuso ibey ore under 
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those means, is to the highest degree absard. They are 
just as much further removed from a state* which can 
justly be called destruction, perdition, &c. than thej 
were, while in this world, as the means of grace which 
they (are supposed to) enjoy in hell are, (according to 
the Universalist belief,) more powerful and effectual te 
prepare them for happiness, than those means which they 
enjoyed in this world. i 

'^Suppose a man seized with some dangerous disease, 
and a variety of means is used for his recovery, bnt in 
vain. Suppose it appears, that if no more effectual means 
be employed, he never will be recovered. Suppose far- 
ther, that at length, an entirely different course ia takea 
with him, a course which is not only far more likely thaa 
the former to be successful; but concerning which there is 
absolute certainty, that it will be successful: I aak, caa 
the man now under the operation of these most excellent 
and infallible means, with any truth be said txy be lost, to 
be cast away, to be destroyed, &c ? Or if those terms 
must be applied to one or the other of those situations, in 
which we have supposed him to be at different times; to 
which of them (the former or the latter) are they applied 
with the least truth and reason f" (*) The latter certain- 
ly. — Now apply this to Univevsalism. Its abettors 
affirm that the future means will be infallibly efficacious; 
then the terms lost, destroyed, cast away, will not apply 
.to the latter case at all; but if they must apply to either, 
they will apply with more propriety to the present con- 
dition than to the future state of the disobedient. Yet 
we knt)w them Who have said of certain wicked charao- 
tersy "the latter end is worse than the beginning," 3 Pet. 
ii. SO. " And the last state of that man is worse then the 
first.'' Luke xi. S6. We must, therefore, either give u^p 
Universalism, or its views of the corrective nature of fu- 
ture punishment, or expunge from our Bibles the phrasea 

(6) President Edward*s Treatise, 



aoul lo3i, pemhed, destroyeJ, &c. for they hre iii direct 
fiontradiction one lo tbe other. So evident la this, ihai tha 
"Destructionists,'' who reject the doctrias ol'ecernal mi- 
sery, and in opposition to ancreJ lestituoay, plead for b 
literal Ueatruciion, or aiiDihilalion, taking tbe term in 
jta popular sense, of tbe wicked, hnro been compelled lo 
reject tbe notion of tha corrective nature of future puuish- 
meni, assigning the following, among other reasons for 
their rejection ; — " the natiiro of future punishment, 
which the acripCure terms death, determines the menn- 
ing of tbe words everlatling, elttnal, and /or ever, he. ss 
denoting cndteti Juration, because no law ever did or ean 
indict tbe punisbinent of death for a limited period-, thai 
the punishment cannot be corrective, because no mati 
WHS ever put to death either to convince bis judgment or 
to reform Ilia conduct. "('} 

Aguin :— Punitive dispensations of Providence do not 
necessarily imply fatherly chuaiiaements, as the Uolvcr- 
aulists contend they do. Funiahnienis have been iutlicted 
in this world that were not designed for tbe spiritual 
good of the parties concerned. Instance, the destrue- 
tian of tbe old world by the^ooif. Was that a fatherly 
ebaslisement.' Our Saviour declares they were eating nod 
driuking, marrying and giving in marriage, living in the 
greatest unconcern, "and knew not until the flood caina 
nnd took them all away P'' Matt. xxiv. S9. Now sup- 
poie that some cried unto tbe Lord and were saved, yet, 
it i« certain, off were not saved; for "the spirits" of soma 
ol'tbam were in "prison" two thousand years afterwards, 
(*) 1 Pet. iii. 19, and to ihetn, surety "the beiom of df 
Iriwlian," was not ufatheity viiilation. The entire bii- 
Wry of this awful irnnsactioa is point bluck against tbe 
(Mntrnry lielief. "God saw the wickedness of man waa 
groat in tbe earth. It repented the Lord that ho hud 
made man on the earth and it grieved him at his heart. 
(1) Vidt Eian't Skettk. (8} Sm CUpier IX. 
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The Lord said I ^ill de$troy man from the faee of d» 
earth. Noah found grace in the eyes of tbe Lord. By 
fkith Noah, being warned of God of thiogis, not eeeuw 
yet, moved with fear, prepared an ark to the smviag of 
his house; by the which he condemned the world.'' Ges. 
▼i. 5—8. Heb. xi. 7. Instance, also, the eUies of the 
plain. Their inhabitants were not visited in merty :— 
«»God turning the cicies of Sodom and Gomorrha into 
ashes condemned them with ab overthrow, making them 
an ensample unto those that after should live ungodly" i 
Pet. ii. 6. ''Sodom ftnd Gomorrha — are set forth for m 
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire*^ Jodge 
7 V. ; referring to the awful condition of their inhabi- 
tants in eternity as well as in time. Instance again the 
case of Ananias and Saphira. The former was thns 
charged, ''Ananias, why hath Satan fiUed thine heart ki 
He to the Holy Ghost? thou has not lied unto men but un- 
to God" on "hearing these words" he '^fell down and 
gave up the ghost : and great fear came on all that heard 
these things." The moment the lie was out of Saphira'a 
mouth, she was dead. Acts v. 1 — U. The same was the 
case with "Lot's wife;" no sooner had she disobeyed, than 
her punishment overtook her, and, as a monument 6f 
Divine displeasure, she became a pillar of salt. G^n. xix 
36. In this view was it regarded by Our Lord; for, as a 
warning, as an instance, not of fatherly correction, but of 
exemplary punishment, he exhibited her history to his own 
disciples, with the solemn admonition, "Remember LaVs 
wife." Luke xvii 32. Instance, once more, the destrw* 
Hon of the inhabitants of Jerusalem. Their punishment 
was not designed for their spiritual good. '*For the 
fjoraih is come upon them to the uttermost." 1 Thess. ii. 
16. "For these be the days of vengeanee.^^ Luke xxi. 
82. "And when he was come near, he beheld tbe City, 
and wept over it, saying, if thou hadst known, even then, 
at least in this thy day, the things which belong unto thy 



peaoti but now ihey %nhid from Ihme eye*." Luke xix, 
41,43. Now let any iierBon, whose njiuil ia uuvrarpeit 
by prejudice, reail the abuve inaiaocea of providemial 
vuitatioD, and will not fru(A oblige Liui lo acknowledf^e, 
tfaa,t ihey are inBtaDCCSorinilicteJ puiiish meat, but puniafa- 
mont iaflicted upon tbe uficndera ia teraik and not ia 
tMvey — iDdii:leiJ by a buly, indignant Deity) cot na a 
Father, but as a mttrat Governor, not for the benejit of ibe 
iransgreMora, but as tbe just deaervingi of their crimed i 

If then, puaiBbnieDi^, not correciivo in their nature, 
bare been visibly displayed before tbe eyes of tbe vrorld^ — 
if they are left on record for "uur admouitioii on whom 
(be eoda of the world have come;" — M'by, we ask, 
rany Dot punishmenLa of a eimilar character, rea^h the 
caee of those Id anuiber world, who, intbi^, "fill up tbe 
■neaaore" of their ini(|uitic3, who ''haTC no hope io their 
deaih but are driven atoay in their wiekedneea," — eapaai- 
ally, as tbo Soripturea give us this ri'presenttttioD, and 
only tbia represeatation, of them? "Shall not ibu Judgo 
of all the earth do rlgblf" 

We read of aome, to whom God, it was aaid, should 
■end "strong deluaion" and that for a epecilied purpos". 
Now what was thia purpose.' Ou tbe Universalial 
-flcbeme, it must Lo furagracioua purpose, to promota 
ibvJr good; for according to [hid syatcin, all Judicial vial- 
istiona, oa well aa oihera, have, and cannot but have, rt 
beneficial, a gracious object in view — whether inflicted 
here or bercailer ibe good of the poriiea concerned ia kept 
steadily in view. But with all due deference to iha 
■uperior judgments of our opponenta, we lake the liberty 
of saying this waa not the oliject; but ibe Hpcci6ed pur- 
poM of aeuding the "strong delusian" to chose vvbo "ro- 
ettived not ihe love of the truth, iboitbey might be anvcil" 
wastbeir DA>iHitTio>-, and wo fornt our belief of thiit 
upon tbe explicit tcstiiuony of St. Paul, an inapirul 
ApoMk, wbOtUiiMatoQaUo toeujipooe, wiibuut intend- 
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ing any aflfroDt to our "o«ry learned friends^*^ was, tt 
least, as well acquainted with his MASTBa's wii.l, as tnj 
Uoiversaiist-Divine under the sun. For fear we might" 
be charged with being ''wise above that which is written" 
we quote the passage in full. *' Because they received 
not the love of the truth, that they might be saved. And 
for this ccnue God shall send them strong delusion thtt 
they should believe a Ue: that they all might be danuud 
who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in narighte- 
ousness." 2 Thess. ii. 10—13. To reconcile this pasr 
sage with the tenets of Universalism, we think, would be 
a difficult, if not a hopeless task. 

Again : — if future punishments be corrective io their 
nature and designed for the spiritual benefit of the suf- 
fering parties, we should naturally suppose that God 
would ever be "found'' of those who "seek" himi aad 
''near" to save those who ''call upon him.'* But there is 
a time in this world, as well as in the future world, when 
we are informed, that God will not be near to them wko 
call upon himy nor be found of thoee who seek him* In 
this world, "Because / called and ye refused; I have 
stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; but ye have 
set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my re- 
proof: I also will laugh at your calamity; I will mock when 
your fear Cometh; &c. Thbn shall they call upon me, 
BUT 1 will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they 
shall not find me: for they hated knowledge and did not 
choose the fear of the Lord : they would none of my coun- 
sel : they despised all my reproof. Therefore, shall they 
eat of their own way, and be filled with their own de- 
vices." Prov. i. 24—82. In the world to come. "And 
they that were ready went in with him to the marriage: 
and the door was shut Afterward came also the other 
(the foolish) virgins, saying, Lord, Lord, open to 
us. But he answered and said" — (what? wait — and after 
you have suffered for such a length of time* I will open 
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"Ihe door of heavea and admit you to mfsetr: — do, but,) 
"rerilf I eoy unto you, t know you not." Man. xxy- tO 
-13. "Wben once the maKier of the bouse i? risen up, 
and bath abut to the dour, and ye begin to stand without, 
ami to knock at the door, saving. Lord, Lord, ojien to us; 
nod be sball anstver and say unto yoii, I know you not 
wbence ye are — depnrt from me, all ye workers of ini- 
quity" Luke slii, 2S — 97. On this leading principle of 
Ihe Bilile, wa are exhorted. — "Seek ye the Lord while he 
may be found; call ye upon faim while ha U near," la. 
It. e. 

Again: — "Iftbe puniahinent of belt be a mere wholo- 
•ome discipline, then what the Apostle eaysof tho discip- 
lioe of Christiana in ibis life, may be said with equal truth 
•nd proprioiy of iho punishment of thednnineil: ibuB, 
Wk glory in damnation, knowing that damnation wor- 
ketb repentance and repentance salvation. "(') 

Lastly :&e. We are taught to ascritie our salvation 
M God and the Lamh, and that tho a^criplion of tliii 
praise, will be the liurdcn of ibe songs of the redeeiiieit 
in heaven. "And they song a new song, saying, Thou 
an worthy to take the liook, and Co open the seals there- 
of : fur thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God gr 
Ihy blood out of every kindred and tongue, and peoplo 
and nation; and hast made us unto our God kings and 
priMts: and we shall rejgn on the eorih. Worthy ia tho 
Lamb that was slain to receive power ond riches, and 
wisdom, and strength, and honour and glory, and bless- 
ing. Atid every creature which is in heaven, &c. heard I 
uying. Messing, and honour and glory and power, be 
nnio bitn tbatsiiteth upon tho ibronc, and uuto tho Larnh 
foreier and ever." Rev. v. 9 — 13. 

But, if the punishtneni, infiicted upon the damned bo 
florreciire and should prove efficadous in purifying and 
■aving lA«i> bouIs, and introducing litem to the society of 
(9) ftawlaat Edward'* TrMiiM. 
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the heavenly world, the burden] of their song, amid the 
hallelujahs of the glorified saints, will be — not unto the 
Lamb, or hizu that sittetb on the throne — But — unto 
Hell-fire be all the glory of our Salvation ! 
Horrid ! Can the idea be ever entertained, that the 
Deity Hinsself, by emendatory sufferings in another 
world, will give occasion for notes, so harsh and discor- 
dant, to disturb the soil and holy symphonies, harmon* 
ious as the music of the spheres, which, raised in honour 
of Himself, and of the Lamb, swell through the lofly 
arches of Heaven? It is impossible; and yet this would 
follow, were future punishment merely corrective in its 
nature. Future punishment, therefore is not correctiTe, 
or designed for the goofl of those who sufier the veoge* 
fince of an infinitely holy and offended Goo. 

A consideration of the other means will be fouo^ i^ 
the next Chaipter. 



Chapter VIII. 

Sam* flVBikCT continued— the word op god, read 

OR PRXACBED, NOT A MEANS USED FOR TBE RECO- 
VERY or THE DAMNED — NOR THE SANCTIFIED EF- 
FORTS OF THE PIOUS — NOR THE MEDIATORIAL AND 
INTERCESSORY OFFICES OF CHRIST — NOR THE IN- 
FLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT— OBJECTION, THAT 
GOD CAN WORK WITHOUT AS WELL AS WITH MEANS, 
ANSWERED. 

HAViffo shown that the means for the salvation of the 
damned, cannot be the punishment itself, we come now 
to consider whether they are to be found in the particulars 
inentiooed in a preceding pa^e. (^ 

The word of God read or preached, was stated to be 
one means of present salvation. " I am not ashamed of 
the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto sal- 
vation to every one that believeth." Rum. i. 15. '* So 
then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of 
God." Id. z. 17. "In whom yc also trusted after that 
yc heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation." 
Kpb. i. 13. 

It should also be remembered, that it is the gospel as it 
now is which is the power of God unto salvation, and not 
another. '^ But though we, or an angel from heaven, 
preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have 
preacheil unto you, let him be accursed." Gal. i. 8. 

(I) See Page. 
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Again : — According to the present economy of grace) 
preachers of the Gospel are necessary, as instruments, te 
accomplish the Divine purposes respecting the salvatiott 
of men. ''And he said unto them, Go ye into all the 
world, and preach the gospel to every creature. He that 
believeth, &c. Mark xvi. 15. 16. *' Whosoever shtll 
call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then 
shall they call on him in whom they have not believed f 
And how shall they hear without a preacher.? " Rom. x. 
13. 14. 

Quere : — Will the damned be' favoured with the WotD 
o» Gob for their own pentsal^or with the Mutistbt of 
that Word ? Answer No. 

Not for their own perusal : — In the intermediate state, 
it is probable, they could not read it, if they possessed it; 
and we know of no spirits that take with them into the 
other world, a copy of the Sacred Volume. If the Uni- 
versalists do, they have, we acknowledge, over us a de- 
cided advantage. After the Judgment, it is probable, if 
not certain, that all the Bibles and Testaments will be no 
more, as doubtless they will have been destroyed by tbs 
great and general conflagration, when " the earth also 
and the works that are therein shall be burned up." S 
Pet. iii. 10. In the day of dread decision itself, it is alj» 
more than probable, that the ''wicked" will be too busily 
employed in "hiding themselves in the dens and in the 
rocks of the mountains, and crying to the rocks and 
mountains to fall on them and hide them from the face of 
him that sitteth on the throne and from the wrath of the 
Lamb,"— to secure, were it possible, from the general 
wreck, the precious Bible, which in this world, they ne- 
glected, and perhaps, discredited. 

Nor is there any certainty of their being favoured with 
the Ministry of the Word. All, who in this world. 
ministered "in the word and doctrine," will at the close 
of life, "rest from their labours" and receive their eternal 



"roworil." They shall be " ever with the Lord"— (ool 
in hell) aud "pillars in the temple of their God, ami shall 
go no more out" — and "ihey shall reign (not preach) fur 
over ttOfi ever." Rev. iii. 12 : 22. 5. The point ia fully 
ileei'Ied by the due In rati on of our Lord, when, in descril)- 
Ing the alHolutely hopeless condition of Dive^, he 9iiy.>, 
"nnd besides all this, beitveen us and you (that is be(wcL-ii 
beoveii and hell) ihnre is a great gulf fixed: so that tliey 
which would paaa from hence to too cinhot; neither 
irnn iboy pass lo u*, that would come from thence." 
Lnhexvl. 36. Ttilji passage is sulHcicnt to sntisfy the 
mindj of all who believQ iho Bible. Jlngdi as well ni 
glorlGeJ mon ure hereby prevented from OTor.^tepping iho 
impassable gulf on errands of mercy : From hence, 
roenlis> "lienven" — angels are inhabitants of henv'ei) — 
angels, therofire, enniot pass from heaven to the abodes 
of eternal misery, lo drop the least alleviation from their 
witiga. 

We slated, that the aanctijied effortt of the plow were 
another means nf present salvation. The righteous are 
the silt of the earth. Mutt. v. 13. "The effectual fer- 
vent prayer of a righteous man availeth much." Jumeti 
V. IG. "Let htm know, that he which converteth ths 
niniier from the error of his way, sball save a soul from 
death, and shall hide a multitude of sins." Id. 20. v. 

Qiiero :— WiU the mUeraUe oiitcaatafrom the mercy of 
God have the totiely, the esampht, the exharlaliom, iha 
prayer* of the rit^Meoui, which ihcy despised in this 
world ? Jltiiteer No. 

Not one solitary "Child of Gnd" will ever walk ihiit 
land of darkness, lamentation and woe, with the mcEsnge 
oC reroncilintion, to entreat them lo Le at peace niiti 
Ood, or to supplicate on their blasted, cursed spirits ihe 
refreahingdewBof heavenly grace. O Hell! bow chccr- 
liws are thine abodes '. The gulf it stiB fixed; and nona 
l>*t light dwire to go as a messenger of coDSoIation, 
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can pass the bounds> which the decree of God has esta- 
blished and declared to be impassable to saint or sinner. 

The Mediiorial and Intercessory offices of Christ wen 
mentioned as another means of salvation ; and so neces- 
sary are these, that, without them no flesh living can be 
saved. '* Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just 
for the unjust that he might bring us to God.'' 1 Pet 
iii. 18. ''Wherefore he is able also to save them to tbt 
uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he evsr 
liveth to make intercession for thom." Heb. vii. 9S* 
^'Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none 
other name under heaven given among men, whereby we 
must be saved.'' Acts iv. 12. 

Quere : — Willy then, thosey who in thislifey coniemmd 
ike Saviour, esteemed and loved him not, but eonCtimeJi- 
ously and perseveringly rejected his salvation, be bleit^ in 
lieU, with an interest in the mediation and intereieMsion o/ 
Christ 7 .Answer No. 

For such, *' there remaineth no more sacrifice for sinS) 
but a certain fearful looking for of judgment and fiery 
indignation, which shall devour the adversaries." Heb. x. 
26. 27. The "barren fig tree" was spared year after year 
at the instance of the intercessor, and was at last respited 
another year, on the condition, that if the means employ- 
ed should prove successful all should be well; if not, then 
afterwards it should be cut down — a statement, which 
discovers, that, on the failure of the means, the vine- 
dresser, the intercessor himself would acquiesce in the 
doom of the worthless tree and no more intercede in its 
behalf. All this has a spiritual meaning, and is in proof 
that there is a point beyond which the intercession of 
Christ itself may not go. At all events, it we would be 
the height of absurdity, to suppose, that, after Ho had 
himself, as Judge, condemned, and pronounced the doom 
of the finally impenitent at the Judgement Day, he would 
intercede for the mitigation or the suspension of the 
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punishment heliimaelf had appointed; nml yet to this ab- 
surdity are they driven, who advocate the interest of the 
demned in the intercession of the Saviour. "Christ will 
no longer lie their Mediator and Intercessor; for, at the 
resurrection, Christ is the Judge. The Scripturej^ 
designate Christ as the one appointed to judge ihs 
world. And can he be Judqe and Advocate too ? or. 
sfler having adjudged them to pain and woe, vtill he turn 
their Advocate ? and if he does, for what will be inter- 
cede^ That the extent of his judgment may not be exe- 
cuted upon themP or, will he intercede that they may not 
Huffer any more than he decided they shciuld ? Tha 
former would he inconsistent; they latter unnecessary, 
For when Divine Justice is satisfied, it will not need the 
pleas of an Advocate to induce it to with-hold its hand. 
But this question seems to be decided by Scripture. 
the resurrection, Christ gives up the kingdom to hi! 
thor."(°) "Then cometb the end, when he shall have dc- 
livereil up the kingdom to God, even the Father;whBn he 
shall have put down all rule and all authority and power. 
And when all things shall be subdued unlo him, then 
the Son also himself be subject unto him that put all things 
under him, that God may be all in all." 1 Cor. xv. 24 
38. The kingdom here spoken of is tiiBmediatorial king' 
dom, in which, among other things, existed the inierces- 
rion of Christ; but the end coming, and there E>eing no 
Innger any necessity for the administration of the king- 
dom of Gra.ce, the kingdom itself is yielded up to the 
Father, and a termination is consequently put to all acts 
of mercy to sinners, and to nil intercessions on their ac- 
count. The administration of the kingdom of Grace 
being tinally closed j—there being no longer a state o{ pro- 
bation, "and consequently no longer need of a distinction 
between the kingdom of grace and the kingdom of glory; 
then the Son, as being man, shell cease to exerciae any 
(1) Dr. Fiik's Sermtin. 
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<IistiQCt domioioQ ; and God be allin aU^ there remainiog 
no longer any distinction in the persons of the glorioui 
Trinity, as acting any distinct or separate pans in either 
the kingdom of grace, or the kingdom of glory : and so the 
one infinite essence shall appear undivided and eternaL'^ 
(') On the 28 v. Whitby has the following CommeDt. 
''He saith not that the Father, mentioned ver. S4. hot tbtt 
God may be all in all; and so he seems to lead us to thtl 
interpretation of the Godhead which comprehends Fa^ 
tlier. Son, and Holy Ghost; and then the import of the 
phrase that Goi> may be all in all, will be this, that the 
Godhead may govern all things immediately by hinuelf^ 
without the intervention of a Mediator between him 
And us, to exact our obedience in his name, and convey 
to us his favours and rewards, we being then to tender all 
aur duty immediately to him, and derive all our happinee* 
immediately from him. So that as now Christ Theam^ 
thropoSf God-man, is all in ally CoLiii. 11, because the 
Father hath put all things, into his hands, does all thiagir 
ftnd governs all things by him, when this economy ceases, 
the Godhead alone will be all in all, as governing and 
influencing all things by himself immediately." 

Nor would it follow, as a natural consequence, that 
were Christ, after the close oi life, to intercede for bId-^ 
ners, his intercession would prove effectual, either to 
move the Father to save them, or produce reformation in 
themselves, were this even possible. His intercessions 
for them whilst in time were far from bringing them to 
repentance y " because the sentence against their evil 
works, was, at His instance, not executed speedily, their 
hearts were only more fully set in them to do evil;" EccL 
riii. 11. and for their long continued perversity, their 
wilful and obstinate rejection of proffered mercy, their 
determined yet inexcusable '^neglect of the great salva- 
tion/* purchased at a price so dear and burdened with 
(3) Dx. A. Clarke, ia loc. 
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them, Buffering juBtly for (heir aggravated crimes, as he 
said of ancient rebellious Israel—" Pray not tbou for this 
people, neither lift up cry nor prayer for them, neither 
make intercession to me : for I will box bear thee." 
Jer. Tii. 16. 

The last meaoa of aalvation, which we nientioneil, we 
stated to be, the influence of the Holt Spiuit leading to 
repentance and faith in Christ and promotive of holiness 
and obedience. " Ho (the Comforter, or Spirit) wilt 
reprove (convince) the world of sin, and righteousness 
and juJgmcDt." John xvi. 3. " But the fruit of the 
Spirit Is love, joy, peace, long suficring, gentleness, good- 
ness, faitli, meekness, temperance." Gal. v. 3^. 3!J. 
"Te are sanctified by the spirit of our God." 1 Cor. vi. 
11. " Ye have puriliod your souls in obeying the truth 
thro' the Spirit unto unfeigned love of the brethren." I 
Pet. i, 12- 

Quere -.—Have vie any proof that the infiuente, tlia 
operation of thit Divine Spibii extend* lo the "lost"' in 
another world 7 Answer— none whatever, hut much to 
the contrary. 

" My spirit ahall not alwayi strive with man," ia the 
Ungaage of Deity itself OD this BuhJecL Gen. vi. 3. Now, 
if ihia were spoken of ainnersin this world, bqw absuril ia 
u to suppose that he must noceasarily strive hereafter 
with obdurated olTanJers, who, iu this life, resisted all his 
BUttions I— If ibe spirit of Gud, not unfrequenlty, aban- 
dona the wilfully hardened sinner in this world, before 
tha lertn of naiural life expires, and that aa a Judicial 
vi«ttatioQ, Bumething more than the mere opinion or ipte 
dixit of an erring mortal is required lo aatisly our iiiinda, 
tbst Ue wilt rc-cummeace hia operations on the hearts uf 
(wrsona in another world; especially, as the Scriptures 
•re ooc only silent as lo (his being the case, hut as [be 
■ are placed ia a etaie, by iba direct in- 
KS 
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Urferenes of God, in wbicb tbey are eaid to ImFe receiradl 
'^judgtoeat witbout mercy." 

Agaiu : — ^nooe caa repent without the agency of tht 
Diviae Spirit ; but of some It is said, " it is impossibioto 
renew them unto repentance^' — Heb. vi. 6. With such 
there is no determination on the part of the Spirit to 
strive. If this were said of characters then in time, bow 
unscriptural, is it to expect that they will be "renewed t» 
repentance" in eternity ! 

Again : — We cannot obtain forgiveness, but tbro' tbe 
blood of Christ, applied to the conscience by the Spirit; 
but there is a sin, of which it is said, " it sliall not be for- 
given neither in this wor]d,neither in the world to eome.*^ 
Matt. xii. 32. It is evident on the very face of the pas- 
sage, that the opinion, which makes the phrase ''this 
wocUl" mean the *'old dispensation" and "tbe world tO' 
come" the "New," is unfounded. For 1. Christ is the,. 
Speaker. 2. He could not, as a man of sense, laying 
aside a consideration of his Divinity, call a dispensation 
then pxsT ^Hhis world," and a dispensation then prebist 
" the world to come,*' It is also carefully to be observed; 
that tbe phrase, " shall not he forgiven," cannot by any 
proper grammatical construction be made to refer to a 
dispensation already past; for this would be to employ a 
fitture tense, to point out time past^ which would be aa 
absolute contradiction. But there is no grammatical im- 
propriety in applying that tense to the present dispensa- 
tion ; for, tho' at the time the words commented upon 
were spoken, it had but commenced, yet the greater por^^ 
tion of it was still future. Nor must it be overlooked, that 
tbe phrase "shall not be forgiven" implies that the person 
guilty of this sin shall be punished, not by temporal death, 
or temporal visitations only, but by eternal death or suf- 
ferings; for, tho^ temporal death or temporal punishments 
ran be inflicted " in this world," they cannot have exis- 
teaee " in the world to come" — to suppose the contrary^ 
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woald be to auppose acoinradiction, aa impossibiiiij— 
and yet, accordiag to our Saviour, the non-rorgiveocsii, or 
puDwhiacDt extenils to " ibe world to come" aa well oa to 
"thia world." Wiih tbU view of the subject agrees iIjo 
parallel passage in Make; — "he that sbull blespbeine 
AgaiDst tbe Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but ia in 
lionger of BTEBNiL damaolion." Mark iii. 3D. " This 
phrase, II thail nnl be forgiven Aim, neither in Ikit life, 
nor in the aorld to eome," iaequivaleot to "shall never 
at bd; future lime be forgiven; hence Mark expresses it, 
■ia m danger of eternal damnation'. Nor is 'the worlit' 
or age 'to come' to be uiiderBtood, with otherti, o( lbs 
age of the Messiah; for that had already commenced. 
The expression, as appears from similar phrases in ihg 
later Jewish writers, was proverbial for uever." {'} 
St Luke, also, employs tbe most positive terms, and abau- 
lucely declurea, thut the person guilty of the aln in ques- 
tion, ouk affesetai, "shall not be forgiven." Lukexii. 10. 

Here then, there is, al least, one undeniable instance of 
a aiii unpardonable in cither world, and punishable consC' 
quently with "eternal damnation." To say that (he 
Holy Spirit alrivea with an individual guilty of an un- 
pardooable sin, to lead bitn to repentance, or faiih \a 
Christ, and thro' these to forgiveness, is (o assert ths 
greatest absunlity. 

" Again ; the nature of this punishment excludes bH 
ibose works to which tbe promise of heaven is made. 
These are, as has been proved, /ai7A and its frutta. No- 
Uiing u more clearly revealed in ibe book ofGuc, than 
Uiat failb id the medium thro' which a meemesa for bea- 
««n ia coinoiunicaied lo iho aoul. But what chance for 
faith in eternity i 'Now faith,' soys the Apostle to tho 
Hebrews, 'is the substance of things hoped fori and the 
• 'idence of ihings not seen.' x\. I- v. The certoioty of 
light and eense is perfectly iucotnpatible wiib/niib. Hut 

- (,4) R Wattan, in let. 
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in eternity that record which God has given of invisible 
things, and which he requires us to believe as necessary 
to salvation, will be known to be true by open vision, b 
he, who would come to God here, commanded to '^believe 
that God %8, and that he is the rewarder of them that dlli* 
gently seek him^? There, these truths will no longer be 
matters of faith, but of certain knowledge. He that has 
been judged at God's bar, will know that he is; and he that 
has heard the] righteous, in his presence, welcomed into 
everlasting habitations, will know that God is a rewarder 
of them that diligently seek him. Must he, who would be 
saved, believe that Christ is the Redeemer and Saviour 
of the world ? In eternity, the sinner will know that he 
is so; for he has seen the righteous admitted to heaven 
thro' receiving him, and finds himself thrust down to Hell 
for rejecting him. Is he called upon to believe in the 
Holt SriaiT ? He now knows that he is suffering 'sorer 
punishment,' for doing '< despite unto that Spirit.*' In: 
short, every one must see, that at the Judgment, or af- 
ter, it is impossible to exercise that faith, which we are 
here required to exercise in order to salvation. An d as 
there is no opportunity for faith so there is none for its 
fruits. How can there be fruits when there is nothing to 
produce them ? Besides, it will be readily seen, that 
there can be no opportunity to 'fight the good fight of faith' 
in hell." There can therefore be no operation of the 
Spirit in hell to produce "faith" when faith there cannot 
exist. 

If no faith, there can be no "love" in Hell. For love 
is a consequence of faith. In the first verses of the 5th 
Romans, the immediate fruits of justifying faith are stated; 
among these is mentioned love; and love is said to be 
"shed abroad in the heart by the Holy Ghost which is 
given unto us,'* But if no love, there can be no Spirit 
there to shed it abroad in the hearts of the damned.- 
Again : — "We love God because he first loved us:" our 
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love BO iinparnlted nnd imineaae, tho Father miybi eay of 
lure or God resulis from an apprehension, an assuraucii 
of bid love of us, obtuined by fuitb; we canooi lovo Guil 
uniil we know llinl bo loves us- But "God ia angry tvltb 
Ibe wicked;" ibe damned are under wrolk j iherufore, 
wbiUt this ia the cbec, it is utterly Imitossible, that they 
eaa love GuiJ. 

If DO love thero ean be nohoUneii; far ibe perfection of 
lo*e is scriiJtural holinesii. Nor can there be in Hell any 
religious obedience; fur luvois the root of allrclij>iuua and 
accepted obedience. "This ia the love of God (the ef- 
fect ofit) ibal we keep bis cotntnanduienis." John v. 3. 
o love, there cnn be no obedience. Do- 
> show, that there lire many coiiiniaiiil- 
nnot pos:>ibly be obeyed in another world. 
"Remember Ibe Sabliath day to keep it 
boly'* — "Honour thy fiither and Ihy niolher" — "Thou 
■halt not kiti" — "Thou shall not commit adultery "-"Thou 
■halt not steal" — Feed tbe hungry — Clolbe the naked — 
Visit [fac fatherless and widowd in their afHictions— Giveu 
lo boBpitality; &c. and these instances might be enlar(;ed. 
"Unless then," lo use the words of tbe author last 
tjuolcd, "the very constitution of tbe place of aalvatiun is 
efaaajfed; unless tbe most caseniial princi|iles of tho Goh- 
pel are given up; in shnri, unless there Is somo other way 
of jjetting to heaven, beside the one revealed in ihe Bible, 
there id no hope that the future miseries of the damned 
will over be eichangcd for tbe joys of heaven. "(>) 

To every unprejudiced mind, tho above obaervalioin. 
we apprehend, are sufiicient to abow, that ihe dincipllno 
in the future statu, so strenuously contended for, by tho 
Universalitits, is not. 1. Tho punishment itself. H. The 
Word of God read or |ircachcd. 3. The sanctified fQ'ori* 
of the rigbleouj. 4. Tho Mediatorial and Intercessory 
offices of Christ, or i. The iuflueucB of the Holy Spirit, 
(ft) i?r. fitk't Strmm. 
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leading to repentance, and faith in Christ, and promotive 
of love and obedience; — and as these comprehend all the 
MEAHS that can reasonably be supposed to be employed in 
another state for saving purposes, we are warranted in 
concluding that the absence of these implies the absence 
of all others. 

But to this it may be objected, God can work as well 
Vfithout as with means. We reply, the objection, whilst 
it certainly gives up the probationary character of the 
future state, does not relieve the difficulty. As to what 
God eon do, there is no doubt. All things not implying 
an impossibility, and a violation of his veracity, or any 
other of his attributes, assuredly come within the range 
of his Power. But let us suppose a case. For reasons 
satisfactory to himself, the Deity declares that no unholy 
soul can be admitted to heaven, but at the termination 
of natural life, shall be east into Hell: — he determines to 
make none holy but those, who repent and believe in 
Christ, and that none can thus repent and believe except 
in thie life, no provision for the exercise of these fruits of 
the Spirit in the future world being made : — then, we 
are warranted in affirming, that the Deity himself cannot 
take an unholy soul, as such, out of hell, that, in this life^ 
repented not, and believed not, neither was made holy, and 
place it in heaven with his sanctified and glorified saints. 
This, in a moral sense, is as impossible, as, in a physical 
sense, it is for a thing to be and not to be in the same mo- 
ment of time. For the contrary of this would make the 
God of Truth a Liar ! But it is '* impossible for God 
to lie." Heb. vi. 8. Hence, if the case supposed be the 
real doctrine of the Scripture, which it undoubtedly is, 
as will appear from the preceding Chapters of this 
work, — then, the doctrine of future restoration and 
the use of means to that effect, falls to the ground; and 
it is well, if in the greatness of its fall, it overwhelms 
not many of the sons and daughters of Universalism in 
its ruins. 



Ajaia : — Ailmitliog that the Deity con act ss ibe olijcc- 
lion su|ipoaeB, yet, a quesiiun of tlie greatcat moment in 
thedtscusaiou, remains U> beUeterminedi and Ibat js, IVill 
G(hI save rrom future torment without means, ihoae, wbo 
in (hia world, wilfully "aet nt nougbi his (^ou^Bel ami 
would bave none of bia reprooP'? A mere possiliility of 
this event, were ihero no obstruction, is Eurely not 
sufficient to eatisfy tlie loiad deeply concerned for ita 
eternal well-being. Now to aacertain wbnt the Lord 
will do in this matter, recourse muslnecessaiily behud lo 
hid written word ; fur further then ihia word declares we 
know not. " To the Inw and to the leHtimony, if they 
spenk not according to thid word, it is becnuse there is no 
ligbt in them" "For who hath known ihe niiud of the 
I.ordf" Rom< viil' 30. Unless therefore it can be shown 
from tbe Word of God, that he has protaiaed to save the 
finally inipenileut from future misei'y, or lo rescue them 
out o/lh«ir "prison," without means, nolhing of certainty 
can tw drawn from hi^ inire PoW£ii, lo support the 
notion that, on the supjioeition of no abstacle inter- 
vening, he will absolutely so exert his Power. But, if 
the doctrine of the strict eternity of future punishment he 
the doctrine of tbe Scriptuiea, which, we have already 
shown, is the case, then no such promise of future realora- 
tion, either u(t& or tctlAoul means, can be found in the 
Sacred Oracles, — otherwise they would contain the most 
palpable contradictions, wtuch wo have before proved 
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sible. 



Again : — tn confirmation of our vlows of the question 
now under discus.ajon, we remark, there is reason to be- 
|MTe, that Cod wills men to bo actually saved in this 
lifei and for this purpose grants them every necessary 
aaiatance; but that if they improve not their present nd- 
vanlflges, his determination is, not to afford them any 
other. This determinaiioD necessarily arises out of the 
circUBiuaoce «f this life being uur only proboiionary 



Btate; and, as such, necessarily referring to a futtirid state, 
ubere all is fixed, unchangeable, and eternal. Nothing 
short, therefore, is it of downright presumption, to ex- 
pect other assistances in the future world; especially as 
the Scriptures exhibit not the slightest encouragement 
on which to build such an expectation, but employ the 
IBtrongest language declarative of the reverse. 

** Whertfore (as the Holy Ghost saith,) To day if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, as in the 
provocation in the wilderness : when your fathers tempted 
rue and saw my works forty years. Wherefore I was 
grieved with that generation and said. They do alwaj 
€rr in their hearts; and they have not known my 
ways. So I steear in my toraih, they ihall not enter into 
myrest.^' Heb. iii. 7 — 11. This passage, in its primary 
Application, it is granted, refers to the coming short of the 
Israelites of Canaan, to the land of promise. But, in this 
particular, their history reads to subsequent ages, especi- 
ally to professing Christans, an awfully admonitory les** 
Don. They came short of Canaan, a type of heaven : — to 
put them in possession of it no means were subsequently 
employed ; — they perished in the wilderness and their 
loss was irreparable. To caution us against coming 
short of the heavenly rest, the Apostle seizes on this 
piece of history and holds it up to our contemplation as a 
most instructive lesson; for, in this case, t. e. coming short 
of heaven, as well as in the other, no subsequent means 
will be employed to bring us to the promised land of 
eternal felicity, and the loss thus sustained can never be 
repaired. 

If this be not the meaning of the Apostle in the verse 
just quoted, he means nothing in the following exhorta- 
tions. — "Wherefore, take heed brethren, lest there bo 
in any of you an evi) heart of unbelief, in departing from 
the living God. But exhort one another daily^ while it is 
called To-day; lest any of you be hardened through the 
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deceitfulness of sin." Id. 12. IS. v. '' So we see that 
they could not enter in because of unbelief." 19. v. <*Let 
U8 therefore fear, lest, a promise being left us of entering 
into his rest, any of you should seem {doke^ acttutUy) 
come short of it." iv. 1. v. ''Let us labour therefore to 
enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same ex- 
ample of unbelief." 13. V. Now, why should thev "take 
beed" lest by unbelief they depart from the living God — 
why should they "labour" lest they "fall" — or why should 
they even "fear" (there is no fear in the Universalist's 
creed) lest they "come short" of future and eternal rest, 
—if, after this life there are other opportunities, and other 
and more abundant means to secure an entrance "into 
the kingdom of heaven?" Are they thus exhorted on 
the principles of Universalism.^ No. They are exhort- . 
ed thus, only on the ground, that living and dying in their 
■ins, their departure from God, their fall from their up* 
rigbtness, their coming short of heaven, will be of an 
tterfuU character. 

L 



Chapter IX. 

Objection?, prom 1 Pet. iii. 18—20—1 Pet. iv. 6. akd 
1 Cor. iii. 15, answered. 

To the general scope of the last Chapter, several ob- 
jections are urged, taken professedly from the Scriptures; 
to answer which is the object of the present Chapter. 

Asks a self-confident Universalist, Does not St. Fetei, 
affirm that Christ by his Spirit '' went and preached 
unto the Spirits in Prison," i. e. in Hell.^ —We subjoin 
the whole passage. <* For Christ also hath once sufibred 
for sins, the just for the unjust, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but quickened by the 
Spirit; by which also he went and preached unto the 
spirits in prison; which sometimes were disobedient, 
when once the long suflering of God waited in the days 
of Noah, while the Ark was a preparing, wherein few, 
that is eight souls were saved by water." 1 Peter iii; 18, 
— 20. — The following comment, by a distinguiihed 
Divine, is very satisfactory and perfectly agreeable to the 
Analogy of faith. — " By attributing the preaching of the 
Ancient prophets to Christ, the Apostle hath taught us 
that from the beginning the economy of man's redemp- 
tion has been under the direction of Christ. To the 
spirits in prison — that is, which were in prison when St. 
Peter wrote this Epistle. They were men in the flesh 
when Christ preached to them by His Spirit speaking in 
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Noah; but o/lfer they were rfrorf, (heir spirita were shm 
u|) in the infernal prison, detained like the fullen angels, 
Juile 6 V. unto the judgment of the great day : mhick 
iometiine, pole, once, or formerly, mere disobedient, vihen 
the hng lujfering of God waited, for ilieir repentance, in 
the dayt of Noah; during the long apace of ISOycar^t, 
vrhile the Arh wua preparing; during which lime Nooh 
warned ihetn all to repent, and flee from the wraib la 
come."C<) 

Adopting this view of tbe subject, the following propo- 
tiiions are deducible from this passage. — 1. The persons 
here spoken of are tbe Anledeluviam. 2. God bad threat- 
ened their deslruciion, and, that they might repent anil 
avert their tbreutened duorn, gave them the space of 120 
yeara.— 3. To enable them to repent, and induce them so 
lo do, Christ as the Heau of the CHoncH/romiAa te- 
f inning, " preached unto them by his Spirit" Ihroagh 
Noah, who is on this occouni, aiyled " apreaeher ofrigh- 
ttou*nt».'* 3, Pet, ii. 3. 5. — 4. This preaching must 
have taken place v>hile they and Noah tvere in thii world ; 
for by preparing the Ark (an act of lime) he ia aaid lu 
have " condemned the warld;" Heb. si. 7, ond accor- 
ding to iho passage under consideration, it was, " whiltt 
Ibe srk was preparing," that the long sufTcring of God 
waited in the dayi of Noah." 5. In consequenceof con- 
tinued and final impenitence and disobedience ibcy wera 
destroyed and ibeir bodies being dead, their laul* were 
placed in hell, the prison house of God.(') 6, Their 
"spirits" had continued Ju hell until, and were in pri^ion 
when St. Peter wrole ; and It was to ibeir ihen prttcnt 
utate ho referred, when declaring them to be "in prison," 
and not to their past state when Chriiit went by his Spirit 
and preached nolo them thro' Noah. 

(6) Bbqiod in toe. 

(7)InprDnribDt hell is set forlh Si a "priaoa" les Mutt. i. 25. 
> P«. Li. *, 5. Rev, IX. T. 
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We are inclined to think ihBtapeithetasi pote, rendered, 
which were some time disobedient, should be read paren- 
thetically: the passage then would read thus — '' by which 
he went and preached unto the spirits in prison (which 
were some time disobedient) when once the long suffering 
of God waited, ha,^^ By this method, the time of the 
preaching in question would be more explicitly pointed 
out, limiting it to the time when the long suffering of 
God waited in the days of Noah. Our version places a 
semicolon at the end of the 19th v. thereby almost disjoint- 
ing the l^Otb from it, or at least destroying in a great mea- 
sure the intimate connection between them. In the 
original the punctuation is different: — in Griesbach's edi- 
tion and in the common editions, of the Greek Testament, 
it is well known that, the above phrase is placed between 
two commas, which circumstance very often has the force 
of a parenthesis; — and it is evident on the face of the 
passage, that, the design of the Apostle was not so much 
to inform us of the precise time of their disobedience, as 
it was to inform us of the time in which Chirst by his 
Spirit preached unto them, which was, when they were 
disobedient and the long suffering of God waited in the 
days of Noah, 

But if the above passage be not read parenthetically, the 
same object will be attained by rendering apeithlsasipote, 
" when they were disobedient/' That joo(c will bear this 
translation is evident fromMark xiii.S3,35. <<Takeye heed, 
watch and pray : for ye now not {pole) when the time is.'' 
" Watch ye therefore: for ye know not {jpote) when the 
master of the house cometh" &c. By this mode the time of 
our Lord's preaching to these persons will be limited to the 
period when they were disobedient ; and consequently 
when they were in the body; and the latter part of the 
verse " when the long suffering of God waited, &c," will 
be exegetical of the time of their disobedience, or more 
properly, explanatory, also, of the time when our Saviour 
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preached unio tbembj his Spirit. On eilher or these prr>- 
posed plana of rendering, every difficulty will be removed, 
and the harmony of ihiH passage with the whole teoor of 
the Sacred Scriptures on the question at i^isue placed in 
the strongest light:- -not, let it bediatinclly understood, that 
we for a moment suppose the present version in the least 
degree countenances the Universnlist-belief of the use of 
future disciplinary means. For ivbalever becomes of tho 
above criticisms, our proposition stands uoioucbed — that 
the Apostle, in declaring these "spirits" to be ■' in pri- 
son," refers to their state when he wrote, and not to ibelr 
past state, when, as men in the body, Christ, by His 
Spirit, went and preached unto ihem.(^) On this princi- 
ple, this eelubralei] pn^sa^e makes directly against Uni- 
Torsalism, instead of favouring its delusive and pernici- 
ous doctrines. These spirits had been " in prison," in 
pnin and sulTering, "in chains of darkness" and under 
condemnation from the lime of the flood until the time in 
which St. Peter wrote bis first Epistle :— a period of no 
less than 2403 years, — a strange circumstance on the 
restormion scheme ! — At least, we might e:irpecl, that 
during 2W3 years, tho means employed for their Hbera' 
tien, if any there were, would cte that have opened the 
prison doors and set the Captives free ! But after 3403 
years of sullering, en inspired Aposlle decides they were 
still in prison, and even then not a hint is given of their 
final rescue. 

Again: — ft is asked with triumph, Doe* not St. Peter 
itty that the Ootpel IS preached h the DcAni' The *erae to 
which reference is here made, reads thus; — "For for tbi* 

(8) After nriiing the aboTD, we Tefenei to the Iniwlation of ilia 
NewTealBinentby ChablisThomsoi". Esq. and were not a 
lilile pleased on reading hi* trnnalution of ilia puuge io qaeilion. 
wbieli if u fnllowa i— "Btonght la Mfo by that Spirit with which 
ba went, and to llie npirili nllich art {now) in priaoa made pro- 
elamalion at the lime Ihey tntre diiohtd'wnt—viiiiiiit tha long 
laRaring of God wai waiting odgs Tot all io tlie dayi of Noah Ifti." 
Thii sobitanlially agfsei with our view* eipre»!td abote. 
L3 
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cftirse vjai (not is) the Gospel preached also to tbem 
that are dead, that they might be judged aceording to men 
in the flesh, but live according to God in the Spirit." f 
Pet. iv. 6. Mr. Wesley's note on this verse, tho' brief, 
lYeli expresses the meaning of the Apostle. ^*For to this end 
toas the gospel preached. Ever since it was given to Adam: 
to them that are now dead — In therr several generationg, 
that they might be judged — That though they were judged, 
in the flesh according to the manner of men — with rash,, 
unrighteous judgment, they might live according to the 
ivill and word of God, in the Spirit; the soul renewed 
after his image." To every person, it must be evident, on 
a little reflection,, that the time of the preaching was past 
— was, or has been preached. And that the period, to 
which the Apostle refers in stating the persons to be 
*'dead," was then present — "are," that is, now at thepr«- 
sent time, "dead." So that this verse has nothing to do 
with the doctrine of future restoration, or with mean^ 
used for the salvation of the "lost." 

Again : — Another passage, supposed to refer to the use 
of means for the deliverance of the wicked from a place of 
future punishment, is pressed into the service of Univer- 
salisin: — the passage is t Cor. iii. 15. We adduce the 
verses in connexion. " For other foundation can no man 
lay than that is laid, which is Jesus Christ. Now if any 
man build upon this foundation, gold, silver, precious 
stones, wood, hay, stubble; every man'^s work shall be 
made manifest: for the day shall declare it, because it 
shall be revealed by fire; and the fire shall try every man^s 
work of what sort it is. If any man's work abide which 
he hath built thereupon, he shall receive a reward." 
Then follows the verse in question; — " If any man's work 
shall be burned, he shall sufler loss: but he himself shall 
be saved; yet so as by fire." Hence, the Universalists, at 
once, conclude, that all sinners, the veriest villains in the 
world, will be saved by purification of fire: — with how 
much truth we shall now endeavour to show. 



1. Christ (3 the foundation. 2. The builders, particu- 
larly referred to, are miniaiera, ibo' others also may lie 
included. S. By the gold, gilver, precious atones, are 
intended ecriplura! doctrines: — by wood, hny, stubhle, 
erroneous doctrioca. 4. Every man's work shiill bo 
irieil — the day, mentioned also in the 5, v. of the next 
Chapter, is the judgment day, (') at which ume hU work 
■hall be tried, as metal is tried in the fire, and its true 
character ascertained. 5. The man, who, bos built on 
Christ — and we build upon him only by a loving, opera- 
lire faith, a faith which works by love and purifies iha 
heart — sad has maintaiued pure scriptural doctrines, shall 
receive a reward, as St. John espresses it, "a full reward." 
G. But the man, who, either thro' unavoidable ignorance 
or the prejudice of education, has mingled with bis living 
faith in Christ, erroneous doctrines, shatl sulTer loss, 
■hall not receive that "full reward," which otherwise 
would have l>een his portion : — bia erroneous doctrines, 
not stnndiag the test, aud being shown to have been pre- 
judicial to the true interests of Christ ''a kingdom on curih, 
■hall bo destroyed, as wood, hoy, stubble, are by ihe 
action of material lire; yet, be himself, having been on 
ibn whole lincere, tho' the subject of ignorance and pre- 
judioe, ahull be saved from eternal misery, yet, so ts 
by fire — not by fire absolutely, for the expression is cer- 
tainly figurative, but (o» dia pwoi) ao as by fire,— "aa 
narrowly as a man escape? thro' the fire, when bis house 
ia all in flnmes about him.''{'} " Yet so as by fire, i. c. 
wilb great ditficulty; a mere escape; a hair's breadth de- 
liverKUce; he ahnll be like a brand plucked out ufihe fire. 
The Apostle obviously refers to tho case of a man, who 
having builded a house, and begun lu dwell in il, ibv 
honia bappcna to be set on fire, and he has warning of 
il, Juil in lime to escape with bis life; loosing, nt the 
•ama time hia house, bis goods, hia labour, niid almotii 
(«) WmI*/ iaiK. (1) lb. 
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his own life. So he, who, while he holds the doctrine of 
Christ crucified, as the only foundation on which a soul 
can rest its hopes of salvation; builds at the same time, 
on that foundation, Jlntinomianismi or any other errone- 
ous or destructive doctrine, he shall loose all his labour 
and his own soul scarcely escape everlasting perdition; 
nor even this, unless sheer ignorance and inveterate pre- 
judice connected with much sincerity, be found in bis 
case."(^) The evident meaning of the passage is, as 
stated by Dr. Tillotson, ^' that men may hold all the 
fundamentals of religion, and yet may superadd oth<3r 
things whereby they may greatly endanger their salva- 
tion;" and it ^* intimates that it will be difficult for those 
that corrupt and deprave Christianity to be saved." 

It is worthy of remark that the persons spoken of as 
being saved "so as by fire,'^ are those who build on the 
true and only foundation; v. 11. 12. so, we are willing to 
allow, that a Universalist, who builds on Christ btf a 
living operative faith, and, under circumstances of un- 
avoidable ignorance and inveterate prejudice, mingled with 
much sincerity, retains his unscriptural and exceedingly 
dangerous notions, will be saved^ but with difficulty, 
whilst his wood, hay, stubble-like opinions will be ut- 
terly destroyed. But from this, it cannot, surely, with 
the least show of reason or propriety, be concluded, that 
the "ungodly" the "wicked," — those who reject Christ 
the foundation, build not upon him, receive him not either 
as prophet, priest, or king, — who cavil at his word, deny 
his atonement, ridicule his religion, and live and die in 
their sins, will share in this salvation, even if it be "so as 
by fire." 

But if it be contended that the "fire" mentioned, is 
actual, material fire, and, as such, is used as a means of 
purification; we answer 1. This assumption precludes 
the possibility of any soul being restored before the re- 

(2) Dr, A, Clark in he. 



t», ie ibe iatermedialG slate, tbere is no ma- 
terial fire; or if there were, beiag material it could not in 
ibe very uaiure of tbings, have any purifying effect ugiuii 
ihe soul, as immaterial pnnci[ile. That none can be re- 
eloreil before ibe resurreclioD, is also the doctrine of 
the Scri|)lure; fur tkey thai have done evil, in this worM, 
shall. Hi the sound of the trump, eome forth unto the r<- 
turrection of damnalian. John v. 29. 

We answer 3. The above assumption destroys the 
doctrine of restoration after the Judgment. The trial is 
to take place a(, aol after, Ibe judgment day ; " for (Au 
day sbull declare it, for it ia revealed by fire;" and, ibu 
man, whose work is tried, and burned up, end who suf- 
fers tbe mentioned loss, will be saved (nut put in thejire, 
but taved) "so a> by fire," on the day of trial, the day 
of judgment, not afleriDarda. Hence, if any at the 
Judgineot day be adjudged to Hell, tbe seateoce will nut 
be executed until after tbe day of trial is over. This, also 
ia confirmed by tbe decisions of the Sacred Scriptures, as 
from St. Maiibcw'a Gospel we undoudiedl; leoru, that, 
it is not until the Judgment i) cloied and tbe sentence of 
"depart ye cursed" is pronounced, tbe "wicked" with 
their united bodies and aouU, "go awny iuto everlasting 
punidhment." If, therefore, "fire" be employed either 
DS an instrument of punishment, or as an ailodged means 
of purification, it must bo fo employed after the diiy of 
"dread decision" is terminated, and not before. If iheii 
this he tho case, all hope of being saved afierwiirits id 
excluded by Ibis verse; fur, as above slated, tbe salvalioii 
spoken of in it Is to be experienced at (be judgment day 
and not lubsgquenlly. The same conclusion appears 
manifest from the consideration, tbal, after the judgmoiil, 
tbe^re of Hell can have no more effect of a purifying 
nature on the soul, (ban material tire could have ha<t 
bffitre that cvcui; and tho' it can and will cause pnin lo 
tb« boilg, yet paia endured by the body iu ibo wuy of 
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punishment, can never impart a purifying, saving iD- 
fluence to the soul, unassailable by any material, painful 
agent. Hence there is nothing in 1 Cor. iii. 15, wheu 
properly explained to countenance the baseless and 
ruinous delusion of the use of disciplinary meaos fur 
saving purposes in a place of future punishment. 




ThihdPoist: /* if the doctrine of Seriptvre, that 
the DESioN of themeani, ifnny, to be hereafter uied, ia to 
REtTORE Me 3oals of the damned to the eiuqdom or hsa- 
VKN ?" ^nsieer No. 

To tbiB question we reply in the negHij?e; nasurcd ibat, 
wbiUt no pnssage can be found in ihe Sacred Volume, 
which either expressly or by implication atnces the 
affirmative, there are many passages ivhicb are io direct 
and pofrilive opposition to such nn opinion. 

Let it also bo remembered, as formerly remarked, 
SfBiPTiinE cannot contradict itself — cannot leach two 
doctrines as opposed to each olber as light is to darkness 
and Mceveria. 

The fulloning qiiotnlioos are submitted as bearing up* 
on the question at issue. 

"If thy hand offend thee, cut it nlT; it is better for thee 
to enter info life maimed, than having two hands lo go 
tttfo h^ll, into the lire Ihnt never shall be quenched ; — 
where their worm dielh not, and the^« is not ijuenfhed." 
Mark ix. -IS. 44. The contrast hero is between "life" or 
Iteaven, and "hell," which is hero decided to be, a plare 
of queticMe$t fire tiod oCihe deathleti ieorm, remorse of 
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conscience; and if the words of our Saviour have any 
meaning, they mean that the experience of one of these 
places, necessarily and for ever excludes that of the other. 
There is most certainly no mention of any design of 
means being employed to quench the flames, destroy the 
worm, and restore to the enjoyment of *Mife" the souls 
that are once cast into hell; but the whole case is so stated, 
as, of set purpose, to shut out all idea of the existence of 
Buch design. The solemn injunction of our Lord to avoid 
pleasing and profitable sins is thrice repeated in this 
Chapter, and enforced by a thrice repetition of the awful 
motive just quoted; — which evidently shows of what un- 
utterable importance and absolute necessity it is for per- 
sons so to conduct in this world as to escape the inter* 
minable miseries of the place of future torment. Nor 
must it be forgotten, that in these expressions, the strict 
eternity of future punishment is explicitly stated, without 
the use of the disputed word aionios, but in terms which 
will forever withstand the united force of sarcasm and 
distorted criticism. Their worm, ou teleuta, non moritur^ 
dies not; the fire, ou sbennutai, non exiinguit, is not ex* 
tinguished, comes not to an end* 

Mr. Watson's note on the words of the 48th v. is wor- 
thy of attention and is as follows. " These words 
are similar to Isaiah Ixvi. 24; but even there they may be 
used as a proverbial description of hopeless and utter des" 
truction, and so there may be no application of thera by 
our Lord, except as the expression was well known as 
proverbial. Bishop Lowth and others think the allusion 
in Isaiah is to the valley of Hinnom, where the idolatrous 
Jews made their children to pass through the Are to 
Moloch. Josiah desecrated or defiled it; and it was the 
custom to keep fires perpetually burning there to consume 
the filth and ofFal of the City. This might indeed, ex- 
plain the allusion to unquenchable fire, but not that to 
the worm that dieth not; and the notion of Lowth^ that 
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iliiavulley was also a eominoQ burying-ptace, nail so 
furnisiied (ho image of the cver-gaawjag worio, as welt 
as tbni of tlie ovorlaacing firo, is without sufficient proof. 
In so polluted a place (ho Jews were UDlikety to liury 
iheir dond. Tho passage occurs indeed in Isaiah, before 
any such uao wns mads of tho valley as burning the re- 
fuse of the Ciiy. It appears therefore to have been 
a highly inecaphorical mode of expressing the highest 
penalties of the divine justice upon guilty nations and 
individuals. As the worm itself dies not, but destroys 
that It feeds upon, and as a fire unquenched consumes 
that npnn whiuh it kindles, so when temporal judgments 
are e;ipresBcd by this phrase, (he utter destruction of jier- 
sons, cities and nations appears te he intended; but when 
it refers to tijuiwre liale, nnd the subject of punishment 
is, in itself, or by divine appointment, immortal, the iden 
is heightened to its utmost terror; their worm of reflection 
and remorse ever gnaws; anil the lire, which repiesenin 
the severity of accumulated Judgments, is uevcr qucjich- 
ed." 

"Verily I say untojou, whosoever shall not receive 
the kingdom of God as a little child, ho shall nol enter 
therein." Mark x. 15. Whether "the kingdom of God" 
refer to a alale of grace here, or to a state of glory bere- 
after, the declaration of the text is equally trne. An en- 
trance intothe kingdom of God on earth is necessary to an 
ulmission into his kingdom in hoaven; an exclusion from 
the former necessarily implies an exclusion from the lat- 
ter. 

" Then said one unto him. Lord, ore there few that 
Ijo saved f Before noticing tho answer of our Lord, oli- 
serve, — Were Uoiversalism true, our Lord had, on ibis 
occoaion, as favourable an opportunity, as could ever 
Iw presented to him, of stating and confirming its reality, 
beyond all doubt, by plainly and positively answering this 
queetiou, and assuring the querist, thai afi men would be 
M 
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iufuIUbly saved, either in the present vforld^ or oii# o/tbe 
place of future misery. We know this would be the 
answer of an Univeralist Divine to such a questioo — bat 
the answer of our Lord is at utter irreconcileabiiity 
with the Univeralist belief. ^'And he said unto them, 
strive to enter in at the strait gate; for many I say UBto 
you, will seek to enter in and shall not be able^" The 
strait gate certainly means the kingdom of heaven abwe, 
for the phrase, tho' metaphorical, is used synonomously 
with being saved ; and, tho' many will seek, in a wrong 
way, or when it is too late, a view of the subject justified 
by tho context, to enter into the heavenly state, yet, it ap- 
pears, that even they will not succeed; — what then must 
be the condition of those who live in gross violation of the 
divine law, and give themselves no anxiety whatever con- 
cerning their future destiny? The words we have quoted 
hold out not the slightest encouragement, that future 
means will be employed for the final salvation into hea- 
ven, of those, who gain not, in this world, an entrance 
into the kingdom of God. The text says, ** many wil| 
seek to enter in but shall [will] not be able^^ — and there it 
leaves them. But our Saviour proceeds — "when once the 
master of the house is risen up and hath shut to the door, 
and ye begin to stand without, and to knock at the door 
^')yi"g9 Lord, Lord, open to us^, and he shall answer and 
say unto you, I know ye not whence ye are : Then shall 
ye begin to say, we have eaten and drunk in thy presence, 
and thou hast taught in our streets. But he shall say, 
I icll you, I know ye not whence ye are; depart from me 
[this, in the Universalist's creed, means, come unto 
wic] ye workers of iniquity. There shall be weeping and 
gnashing of teeth, when ye shall see Mraham, and Isaac, 
and Jacob, and all the prophets in the kingdom of God". 
[Quere : Why is mention only made of seeing in heaven 
those who were known to be pious on earth, and not of 
others, who having died in their sins, had been, according 
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to our opponents' belieF, in the mtantime regtored?]— 
" And you yourielvet tbrusl out." Luke xiii. 34—33. 
Now coo any design ofrehtoring by the use offuiure Ai%- 
Hplionry cneans, the soula or the finitlly conilemned ii> ilio 
feticily enjoyed by Abraham, laaac, and Jacob, and all 
the prophets, be discovered by thia entire passage, bo 
fatal to the unBcrlpiurnl and ruinous doctrine of Uiiiver- 
•ali«m^ Which ever way the Sceptic turns — under whal- 
e»er nations of false criticisms he may entrench himself 
— whscerer excuses he may make or pleas he may urge, 
— ibe awful, unbending words of the Judge meet birn at 
every point — "I know you not, depart from me, ye wor- 
kers of iniquity." Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, oud the 
prophet)', are in the kingdom of God, In the heavenly 
state; but these inlqultouB cbaractei'a are (Arust out, ex- 
eludsd from the heavenly inheritance. They see ibe 
hnppiaess of the righteous, but shnro not in tbeir ftlici- 
ties — ail hope of ever entering " thro' ".he galos into the 
City" expires—despair, gloomy, fearful, frantic despair, 
Mizeflupon their minds — and whlUt they think of tiier' 
eiea abused — of heaven forever lost, and of bell ercrju 
b« endured, — they teeep and gnaih their leeth — and here 
closes their awful history. 

"And tieside all tbii', between us and you there ia a 
grent gulf fixed; so thai they which would pass /lont 
hence (o you cakkot, neither can they pass to ui ihut 
would come from thence." Luke xvi. S6. Is there any 
deiign of the above nature mentioned hcref So far from 
this, the utter impoSEibillty of ever passing from hell to 
heaven is expressed in the strongest language ; — and, 
bow can there be such a ifeiign, when the absolute iui- 
poasibilJiy of the realization of its object, is authorlia- 
ftYely decided f This passage etands, "firm as a rock by 
■argiog tides unmoved," against all the attacks of Uni- 
Tenatism. In vain do meo essay to bend its stubborncss 
of mih to aa uiueripitiral creed; and wero there not 
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another iotimaUon in the Bible upon the subject, thii 
passage, in itself, is sufficient to support tfie doctriae of 
the eternity of future punishment. 

^'Verily, verily, I say unto thee, except a man be bom 
again, he cannot see (enjoy) the kingdom of God." 
John ill. 3. We have already shown that there is no 
provision made for this new creation in eternity; there- 
fore, if it take not place in this life, the text decides thai 
the man who dies without it, coitfiot, at any future 
period, obtain admittance into the "rest whicb remaineth 
to the people of God ;^ — a decision at variance with the 
idea of a system of future salvable means, and their de- 
sign of preparing the inhabitants of helh for a subsequent 
eternity of bliss. 

''Know ye not that tbe'tmrtg-A^etfiWyBhaU not inherit the 
kingdom of God ? Be not deceived" (there is then a 
possibility of being deeeivedi) — '^neither fornicators nor 
adulterers, nor effeminate, &c. nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drundards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shaUinherii 
the kingdom of God," 1 Cor. vi. 9. 10. [Quere : — 
Does] this inhibition refer to the destruction of Jerusalem 
by the Roman Army 7 We ask the question, because 
many of the Universalists are in the habit of referring alt 
the threatenings of God against sinners to this circum- 
stance—- even those threatenings which were denounced 
against the wicked after the destruction of the Jewish 
City ! ! But we proceed end remark} The Univer- 
salists themselves roust acknowledge that the characters 
the Apostle describes are not imaginary but real; and it 
is equally evident that their doom is here sketched by 
Divine Inspiration, to the utter exclusion of any design 
of their being restored after ages of ages of suffering to 
the favour of God and the kingdom of glory. It is pre- 
sumed that an Universalist, did he design to deliver his 
views of future punishment, would scarcely employ guch 
language as is here used by the Apostle; and were he to 
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assure bis auJionce [hat these characters ihati eveti!ualiy 
inherit the kingdom of God, St. Paul, were be whhin 
hearing, would say, "ie not deceived," for iho' the 
pruocher hua assured you that these vile and abominnhh 
characierd shall tiiially be admilted lo heaven, yet, as an 
inspired mnti, I affirm, ou the authority of God'd ivoril, 
" neil/ter fornicators, &.c. ihall iuherlt the kiugdujii of 
God." 

"Now the works of ibe flesh are tnanifest, which are 
tbesej adultery, foroicatioii, unclcanneBs, lasciviousneEs, 
idolatry, niichcroTt, hatred, variaDco, emulutiuD, wrath, 
■trife, seditions, heresies, cnvyinga, murders, drunken- 
ness, revcilings and such like : of the whic:h I tell you 
before, as I have also lold you in time past" — (no net'j 
doclrine, it seems, with (be Apostle) " whii;h they wbicli 
do luch things, thall not inherit the kingdom of God." 
(jial. V. 19— ai. What, again, Paul ! exclaims an L'ni- 
veraalist. Sfiall ant inherit tKe kingdom of God ! thm 
ist you menu to say, that all those who "do such things,'' 
shall he etcrnallij laat, eternally damned! You anger 
me much — my blood boils within me when I read eul-Ii 
illiberal, uuuhariiable laiigunge, — lanjjuago so much uji- 
posbil to the bctievolence of the Diety, and sucb as is nuw 
used by the greater part of tbe professedly chrit^iiiiti 
world — [ imagined you bad been better acquainted iiitli 
your Makor'j Will iban to lull into such errors— Givu uie 
leave, therefore, as one who am your superior in tbrolo- 
giotl knonledge, and who have, with the rest of my brc- 
tlireti, discovered ihut all who eniliraco your opinions nro 
but learned igwamute*, to lell you plainly ibat you lie— 
1 lay, that Doiwitbstandiiig persous manifest (be works of 
tha flesh, they sbnil eventually inherit the kingdoiii «f 
llMir FtTHER (true, if you mean the Devil. John liii. 
44)— fur (he design of ibeir future discipline is to brin^ 
llisin (o heaven. But weimagine that we perceive Ptml. 
DiOfOi Willi liol; iiiili^niition, and " fiUed nith tbe il'iy 
M 3 
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Ghost," setting his eyes on him who withstands him and 
who seeks to turn away the people from the faith, — and 
addressing him as he did Elymas the sorcerer — <*Ofull 
of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devili 
thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to 
pervert the right ways of the Lord?"Acts xiii. 8-10. Wellj 
— we leave the present matter between Paul and the Uni- 
versalist. If wo believe the latter, we must reject the 
testimony of the /ormer, and the Scriptures as a fable and 
a falsehood; but if we credit Paul, we must regard the 
Univcrsalist doctrine as the most abominable piece of 
effrontery and blasphemy ever invented by the Devil to 
accomplish his hellish purposes. 

" For this ye know*' — (do the Uhiversalists kfMw7) 
'^ that no whoremonger, nor unclean person, nor covetous 
man, who is an idolater, hath any inheritance in the king- 
dom of Christ and of God." Now we ask, is this "the 
truth as it is in Jesus .^ Do not many believe, or pretend 
to believe, and teach another and an opposite doctrine ? 
Is there not a danger of incautiously opening the ear to 
their enticing words, and allowing them to steal softly 
like honey into the heart ? There is, and hence to the last 
quoted words St. Paul immediately adds, — "Let no man*^ 
(not even an Universalist, with all his plausibility) " de- 
ceive you with vaimoords for because of these things com- 
eth the wrath of God upon the children of disobedience." 
Kph. v. 5. 6. If then there be a future probationary state, 
and means are there used with a certain design to brin<^ 
the children of disobedience to the kingdom of heaven, 
not the wrath, but ihp loving kindness, the tender mercy 
of God Cometh upom them. All, then, that, in this par- 
ticular, teach differently from the Apostle, viz. that it is 
the design of future discipline to bring whoremongers &c. 
to a participation of the heavenly inheritance, are de- 
ceivedi they are nothing more or less, according to the 
Apostle's decision, than positive, unblushing deceivers, 
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and tbeir wonla are tiain.haviugao truth whaterer in them, 

"But the fearful sn<t unlieliering and the nbotnlna- 
bte and murderers oad whoroiiiongera atid 
idolaters und all 11 

which buroeth witli fire and brimstone; which i 
Becoml deaih. And there ehiill in no wuc" (ibu' teJi 
thousand Universalists say to the contrary) enter into it, 
(the new Jerusuteni) anything that defileth, neither what- 
soever workcth abuminatiun or maketli a lie; but they 
which arc written in the Lamb's book of life." Rev. xx'i. 
9. 27. 

" fVithoul are tiogf, and sorcerers and whoreinoneerE, 
And mud ere rs, and idolatera, and whoso loveth and ina- 
fc«ihnlie." ll>. sxii. I&. 

In many of the previously quoted passages. It is staieit 
plainly, without disguise or ruecrve, that certain speciiied 
nicked charactera IHA|.^ hut, and nsver bbill, enter 
■iiio heaven. If, therefore, the Supreme Ueing declarer 
they never iWJ be admitted into houren, no person, not 
under Ibo mosi iuvetorate prejudice, and obliquity dI' 
moral perception nnd obdurntiun of heart, can, for a iiio- 
menl, Bup|K)s(T, that, if the characters alludeil to, enter into 
eternity in the state mentioned, ihey can or viill, ut anij 
flttare lime, whether longer or shorter it inattei^ not, bii 
received into heaven, and that Goil himself uses mean^ 
with them tor this very purpose. The person nsHerta, thut 
Ihpy con and will be thus received, impugns the woan of 
the Ai-HtoHTr and most blasiihemously impeaches th'i 
veracity of Jehovah. Let such an individual trembln 
lest he be fiiund contending against hi^ Maker ! " Jlilil 
Ihoit nal unto Am wordt, letl he reprove thee, and thou he 
Jbwui a liar." Prov, xxx. <1. 

In the fulloiving passage. Our Lord asserts the duc- 
irina we are ailvncntJng, as strongly as words can pnseihiy 
do — " Then said Jesus again nnto ihatn, I gumy way nud 
]r«*hKll seek me, nod thatl dit in your tim : nbilhtr I k" 
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ye CANi^oT eome,^* John viii. 121. Here is not a hypcH 
tbetical case stated, but a real one, which was subse- 
quently realized by the persons concerned. ** Ye shall 
die in your sins"-^this sets the question at rest whether 
or not persons can die in their sins, and leave the world 
unprepared to meet God,— *a fact denied by that portion 
of the Universalists who believe in no future punishmeot 
at all — and it is unequivocally declared, that, they who 
thus die in their sins, cannot go to heaven, into which, 
Christ, as a triumphant conqueror, has entered. But, if 
at any future period, however distant, they were delivered 
from the place of future punishment, and admitted to 
heaven, where Christ is, thro' means used with a fixed 
design for that purpose, — quere — would the words of our 
Lord be true? Would, not the case of such liberated per- 
sons prove them to be utterly /a/^e ? And would not the 
same arguments which are used to substantiate the affirma- 
tion that souls may and will be liberated from the prison 
house of hell, and will be actually brought into the glorious 
happiness of the children of heaven, prove also that Jesus 
Christ, the Son of Gud, is a Public Liar? Let then the 
Uuiversalist shudder at throwing the lie, yes, the lie, fur 
it is nothing less, upon Christ, 'Hhe faithful and true 
witness," in whose lips was found no guile. Says Jesus, 
'^whither I go," that is to heaven, '*' dying in your sins, 
ye cannot come;" yet, says the Universalists, tho' you 
die in your sins, ye shall, sooner or later, go to heaven, 
and be for ever with the Lord! We are again reminded 
of the third chapter of Genesis, and almost fancy ourselves 
in the presence of Eve and the Old Serpent. "Father for- 
give them, they know not what they do!" 

Other passages from the Sacred Writings might bo ad- 
duced to show how utterly repugnant to their meaning, 
their letter and spirit, is the false notion we have been 
exposing, that means are used in the eternal world with a 
certain design of restoring the damned to the happiness 
of heaven;'but the above will suffice. 




QcBSTioH FoDBTH. ^Tt the mfont, ifany, lo be used 
in the eternal world fur laving purposes, in etierij inWunte 
effectual '! Jlnswer No. 

Here also we Bppcni] our ncgnllve. 

The foregoing ilcclnratioiis of Scriplurs and inferencrn 
Hrawn therefrom, by destroying the very idea of a slate of 
fittvre trial, and of means to bo used in the future world 
for salvabU pttrpoies,aTe,\ntUi}mae\veB, auSinienl to over- 
Ibrow tbe affirmative aide of ibis questioo; aod were wu 9o 
disposed, we might here on this jiresent enquiry, cloeo our 
remarkB, under the full persuasion, that Buflieieni huit 
been advanced to conrince erery person of the utter 
fslailf of the syatem we have opposed. But il may not 
bo a rewanlleaa exorciac to follow ibo UoiversnliEt dor- 
trine tbro' oil its devioua and darksome ^vindingx, and, 
by bfloging ita utmost fallacy to the iJgbi, leave lis abci- 
tore without excuse, and under the ioduenue of that sen- 
tence, which declares — "Thia is the condemnation that 
light boa come Into the world and men loved darlcnnKii 
rather thin ligbE, because thoir dceda wi 
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every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh 
to the light lest hid deeds should be reproved.'* Johu iiL 
19. 30. 

Much of the supposed strength of the arguments of the 
Universalists, as to the certain efficacy of future meani 
of salvation, is founded upon an obvious error, and that 
is, on the supposition that if means be employed, the 
damned will readily embrace them, or that the means by 
the direct interposition of Deity, will be made absolutely 
efficacious. 

Admitting, in this stage of the discussion for the sake of 
argument, that the finally condemned have not lost theic 
moral agency, or their capability of choosing good, yet, 
considering the place of confinement, the nature of their 
punishment, the company with which ihey must neces* 
sariiy associate, and the accumulated strength of sinful 
habits, their entire case lies directly against the acquire- 
ment and perpetuity of virtuous habits j their opportuni* 
ties of seeking and obtaining good will be immeasurably 
less than those they enjoyed in this world ; and the pro- 
bability, that, under all the circumstances of their case, 
they will repent, allowing this to be possible, is so weak 
as not to sustain, in favour of their moral and spiritual 
improvement, the shadow of a hope, 

*^ If therefore, we grant that the gospel is preached in 
the intermediate state, the scheme of Universal Restora* 
tion is not helped by it, unless it can be proved, that every 
devil and every wicked spirit will improve the day of his 
visitation; but this is impossible. The probability re- 
specting men, is on the other side of the question. They 
are more depraved when they leave this world then they 
were when they came into it; there is, therefore, no like- 
lihood that the same means which are inefiectual to their 
recovery here, will be quite sufncient for that purpose 
hereafter. It is certainly the design of the Gospel to lead 
men to piety and righteousness in order to their happi- 
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ness. Bui \i bell a Biiuniion fnvouralilo to ihe prnriice of 
these virtues? Wlint Baiots witi lie found ihero lo stimu- 
lau the intiabitnnia by precept and e:«Dinp]e to ihe dia- 
ch&r^e of ihcae duiies? In short, what room is there for 
virtve in Hell? Most sobriety be considered osn virlue, 
where ibere is not io much r9 a single drop of water? 
Is honesty a virtue v^here there is no properly— no op- 
portunity of chenting, defrauding or stealing? Can the In- 
habitanla of hell feed the hnngry, clothe the naked, be 
fathers to the fatherlesa, and make the widow's heart 
Hanceforjoy? And if they be incnpableof practising the 
dntin of Christianity, what claim can they have to its 
pritfileges?" (') 

"Onnetnore, concerning the nature of this punishment ; 
It fa Slid, — ■ Whatsoever a man sowelh, ihnt shall he also 
reap. He that sowetb to the lleeh shall of iho flesh reap 
corraption? That ia, if sinners pemint In ihoir corrupt 
eourae, ihey shall reap a harvest of the same. Their 
corrupt propensities will be greaily increased and streng- 
thened. Now in hell Ihcir corrupt principles are unr«- 
tlrained. Whit chance then for coniideralion and re- 
pentonet? In this world wo fiod it difficult to convict men 
burning with luai anil rsging with passion. We muat 
witit till the flame subsides. But then, what cessation? 
What check to the unbridled passions? What chance for 
repentance? The very flame that torments Is the flsmeof 
ainful psBsions. This is a worm that never dies; ihis a 
fire that shall never be quenched. Smng by this worm, 
scorched by these flamps, harrowed up to an infernal 
freniy by these fires, what opportuniry for solier rrflec- 
tion? What chance for repentance now? If, in this world, 
a bominR fever, n rhenmalie afluciion, a viulcnt Ht of the 
pout or the stone, entirely disffualifics a mnn for to tier 
thought. and an understanding exercise of fnith; how much 
iesa suited will his mind be for those exercises, when be 

(3)D, Itaati Treatiit. 
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is cast into * outer darkness,' where will be ' weepidf , 
wailing, and gnashing of teeth,' when * tribulation and 
anguish, indignation and wrath' are recompensed to the 
transgressor ' without mixture'? And especially , when 
this ceaseless tumult and agony of the soul are, in a great 
measure at least, occasioned by the unbridled rage of 
those very passions, of which he ought to repent! In this 
scene of darkness, of sin , and of torment, there can be no 
repentance, there can be no holiness; and therefore there 
can be no preparation for heaven* ('*) 

There is therefore, reason to believe, were the finally re- 
bellious again favoured with a day of grace and With op- 
portunities of amendment, they would still continue ob- 
stinate in their abuse of both; and render by their own 
perverseness, and hatred of good and love of evil, una* 
vailir^ all the means, with which they might be favoured 
for their restoration. 

. The statements of Scripture warrant this inference. 
We have already seen, that there are souls "tn/^mon," 
which at the time of St. Peter, had been under punishment 
upwards of 2000 years, and no intimation of their reco- 
very. From this fact we conclude, either no means toere 
employed for their restoration^ or if employed, they were 
not embraced, and consequently not effectual. One or 
the other of these consequences must of necessity follow 
from the premises; if either Universalism falls. 

Again; If men are saved in this or in the other world, 
they must be saved as free agents. This is the manner 
in which God deals with them here, and we have no rea- 
son to think he will deviate from this method, in the fu- 
ture world, without He has made a plain, unequivocal, 
undeniable declaration to that effect; but when and where 
such a declaration has been made remains to be shown. 
Free agency is in opposition to an unavoidable necessity o( 
embracing means. If, therefore, the Universalists con- 
(4) Br. risk's Discourse* 



ten'! lor a future pi-odoiionocy stale, then the iniiiriJu.ils 
ihcre must be moral agents, nnd being inorol ageiita, their 
moral ageneij everthrows the nfiirmnljve aide of rbe ijiie?- 
tieii now uniler discussion: niiil there is no uertataiy,tbu[ 
the meait! u$ed, it' aoy, will prove fffectual in every in- 
Thai the Deity has, in this life, Used every means, con- 
BJslent with Ilia own gracious pinii aiul their moral iigency, 
til gaveinilif idualj, cannot well he deniod. " What coutil 
have been done more to my vineyard that I have not done 
in ii?" Is. V. 4. Yet we often see the most highly favonr- 
<id, notwithstanding all iheir edvontnges, living in sin — 
haling tight and loving durknees — resisting the forr:e nf 
truth — grieving and quenching the Spirit — determinedly 
pursuing Iniquity, — until overtaken by death, they iiii- 
Torgiven and uiii-enowcd, are launcheii into eternity. 
The menns here Used for their solvation wereineOectual; 
nnd if crer saved, wo must cither suppose they will pro- 
fit by mcam which under infitiildy tnare favourable cir- 
eumttances were oljsolntely inefficacioua — en event which 
vre bnfe alrendy shown to be highly improbnhle — or that 
ether more cfficaeiovi means will be employed. 

But what more cificacious means con Le employed' 
Miioyofthe personal, who have mnde "shipwrerk" of 
tiMir souls, bad a libernl ediientlon — the Word of God — 
The death and intercession of the Lord .Icsus Christ— 
The convineing and assisting power of the Holy Spirit — 
A fiiithful Ministry — the example, prayers nnd iidvii^esul' 
pidua parents and members of Christian Churches — awa- 
kenings ofcnnscience — strong desires of salvation — time, 
npiHirtunlly and means to repent, and indeed every ossis- 
tance needful to their salvation. Gut thro' the ebuaeol' 
tboir moral agency, all these proved without avail ; Ihey 
Hinneil because the grace of Goil ahnundcd, and refused tn 
prolit liy any of their numerous ndvanlages; "IwtiauBe "eii- 
tence against their evil works was," for gracious jiur- 
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pose3,^' not executed speedily, therefore their hearts were 
fully set in them to do evil;" and thus not permitting 
*<tho goodness and long suffering and forL>earaoce of God 
to lead them to repentance, after their hardness and im- 
penetent hearts, they treasured up unto themselves wrath 
against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous 
judgment of God.'' Now what more powerful means 
than these could have been used for their present good— 
what more powerful means than these can be used for 
iheir future good ? Let not the Restoration ists deceive 
themselves; we do sincerely believe they will have great 
cause to congratulate themselves on their good fortune if, 
in hell, they should be favoured with even one half of the 
Above means, without contending for the possession of 
superior privileges. Hence, if these means, numerous 
and, had they not been wilfully counteracted, adequate 
ns they were for saving purposes were inefficient to pre- 
sent salvation, what reason is there to suppose, that, if 
used, they will be more effectual hereafter.^ May not the 
same abuse of moral agency, defeat^ in another state, as it 
did in this, the intention of any means which might be em- 
ployed for the recovery of lost and ruined men f 

To say God will employ similar or other means in a 
greater degree and make them more efficient in a future 
Ftate, is to say something which requires proof and which 
receives no support from the word of God. It is a suf- 
^cient answer to this assumption, for an assumption it is, 
to state, that if these or other means may and will here- 
after be used in a greater degree and made absolutely 
effectual, in every instance, to the salvation of lost sin- 
ners, they might and would have been, on the same 
principle, used thus in this world, and all the sin com- 
mitted in this life would have been avoided, and the 
suffering endured in the future state would have been 
escaped. The reasonableness of this statement, on the 
ground of the above mentioned supposition^ must be 



grautcd; for Gud lukes no plensure in wii^keiliiess, or Je- 
ligbl iu iht: lubery of Lid creatures — "heiloLh uot elllict 
willingly nor grieve the cbililren ufineii." Butaa ibcse 
or oibcr means were not used In a greater degree nor 
rentlereJ absolutely eScclual, in every iuatance, by a 
benevolent and holy Deity in tbia world; we very naiui- 
BJty Bad justly condude tliat bo will not employ them Iu 
tbi« mnnoer to save the olisciniitely aiid pfirseveringiy re- 
lielliouaia tlie future world ; and the oasuinptiiin that Le 
will, is most griiiuituus, untvarraoled by an; declaruiioii 
of Diviue Truth, and by any known mode of jirocodure 
on the iiurt of the Deity. 

God teill be juslijied wAen he tpeaki and clear when ha 
judgti. No man can lay the fault of \\\s "damualion" 
upon bU Maebr; for, in the adminiEiration of his go- 
verDDienl of grace, be gives to every person a nicaiiura 
of grace sufficient, if improved, to lead lo salvaiioo; but 
More than Ibis, even on llio supposition ofa slute of fu- 
ture disuipiiuo none need aniiiiipnte. But as persons 
ituve roudercd of no efTcciifi Time, ths means ofsnivn- 
lion, wiib which tbey were favoured, bu we maintain it 
to be the very actne of presumplion to expect ibey »ill 
lieabiatuUlif, and in every imtaiue, eSectuaj in Elernily. 
To BfHrm the contrary of ibis, (hut God will really makt 
them such, is really to majtf Mini unmake whnthebaa 
inaJe, i.e. destroy man's moral ng-anc^, ('} which is rc- 
puguuDt to all the knoien methods of God's dealings wiib 
Rien; and the scheme, tbcrefure, wliicb asaerta the con- 
trary cannot be received its containing "tbe truth as it is 
in Jesus," until it prove Us claims to this character by n 

<S) Wa only refer moral epency, ta tiell, on the mppMiiion of 
iti being a itatu of inofiil diiciplinu | auil our aiguiuent ia irileiicl«d 
(0 meet the t'aivemaliBl) on llielr own gtoaiid. Wo da nut bu- 
lieTa hell to bo a al.ile ofdiiciplrue iti nil, a* we bove nbnndnnlly 
|ir**ed in ifae farmer Chapters. Lat Ihii ono fact tliut hell ■■ nol 
diaoiplinnry, bat paniliTa, ba boras in mind by Ibe reader, and It 
Mill provo, ill iuelf, iin enAnawnralite mrutHtiun of the na>B|i- 
potlcd hvpolbeaL] of Ciiiverul Kettonitiiin. 
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higher authority than that which is derived from mere 
human opinion, and by stronger .afgaments than confi-> 
dent and vain declamation. As many, amid all their ad- 
vantages in this world, were incorrigible, there is a hi%ik 
degree of probability, that, on the supposition of the 
future being a state of probation and of means being there 
used for gracious purposes, the same incorrigiblenes^ 
will be evinced by- some, in the dark abodes of misery;, 
and be it remembered, that if Mie-onlgc remain incorrigi- 
ble, this single instance is sufficient to overthrow the 
whole ruinous system of Universal Restoration, It can* 
not be doubted that many, perhaps thousands, in the days 
of Christ, committed the sin against the Holy Ghost,, 
which is authoritatively decided to be irremissible in the 
future worlds and hence as many instances of this nature 
as can be produced, to leave, at present, other cases oul 
of the question, so many instances have we- of the utter 
inefficacy of any means, however numerous or powerfuly 
which may be employed for tbeir salvation. 

The following quotations contain the very powerful 
reasoning of the Rev. Richard Watson on tbe subject 
under discussion. ^' It k also tbe doctrine of Scripture ^ 
that this future punishment of the incorrigible shall be 
final and unlimited. This is a monitory doctrine which 
ii revelation only could unfold; but being made, it has no 
inconsiderable degree of rational evidence. It supposes,, 
it is true, that no future trial shall be allowed to man, the 
present having been neglected and abused ; ai^d to this 
iliere is much analogy in the constant procedures of the 
Divine government in the present life. When many 
checks and admonitions from the instructions of the wise 
and the examples of the frovvard, have been disregarded, 
poverty and sickness, infamy and death ensue, in a thous- 
and cases which the observation of every man will fur- 
nish; the trial of an individual, which is to issue in his 
present happiness or misery,, is terminated : and. so frr 
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IVam its being reaewed frequently, io the hope of liii 
fiually profiting by a bitter experience, advantngos anit 
opportuuities once thrown aiviiy, cun never he reca!leJ. 
There is DOtliingtliercfure contrary to the ahvinua priacl- 
plea of ihe Ulvinc govuriimeol as manifested in this life, 
in the doctrine wtiicli confines tbesiiaca of inan's highest 
ftnd most aolemn probation within certain limits, anil be- 
yond them cutting otF hU bij hope. But let this subject 
be ConMileretl by the light thrown upon it by the fuel, 
tbnl (be nature of man id immortal. VViib those who 
deny thi« to be ibe prerogative of the thinking prinuiplu 
in man, it would be trilling to bold, this argument; but 
with those who do not, the considerniioa of the sulijsut 
uuder this view is important. 

"The exJstoQce of man ia never to cease. It follows 
then from this, that either the future IriaU to be alloweit 
to thoae who iu the present life have been incorrigible, 
are to bo liiail^i in number; or, should they successively 
fail, are to be repeated for eoer. If the latter, there can 
b« no ultim-dte judgment, no puniahiuent or reward; and 
conseiiucuily the Divine government, aa implying these, 
(and this we know it does, from what takes place in tho 
presetit life,) must be annikilaled. If thia cannot bo 
maintained, is there sullicient reason to couclude, that all 
to whom trial al\er trial is supposed to be afibrded in new 
nnd varied ciruuniEtanceE, in order to multiply the proba- 
bilities, so to speak, of their liaal recovery from rebellion, 
will be at length reclaimed? Before ibia can be answer- 
ed, it must be recollected, that a state of suQcring which 
wonliicuinpel obedience, if we should suppose mere auf- 
fcriug capable of producing this eSout, or an exeriiuu of 
i^flvt^Me upon the understanding and will which shall 
neoeaaiiate a definite choice, is neiLlier of ibeni to be 
assumed as entering into the condition of any new state 
of trial. Every such future trial, to be probationary ot 
■U, ibat is, iu orUer to brini; out tb« eiiiteoce of 9 new 
N S 



moral principle, and by voluntary acts to prone it, mmt 
substantially be like the present, though its circumstances- 
may vary. Vice must have its allurements; virtue must 
rise from self-denial, and be led into the arena to strug- 
gle with difficulty : many present interests and pleasures 
must be seen in connexion with vice; the rewards of 
obedience must, as now, be not only more refined than 
mere sense can be gratified with, but also distant; the 
mind must be capable of error in its moral estimate of 
things,, through the influence of the senses and passions; 
and so circumstanced, that those erroneous views shall 
only be prevented or corrected by watchfulness and a 
diligent application to meditation, prayer, and the use of 
those means of information on moral subjects which 
Almighty God may have put within their reach. We* 
have no right in this argun>ent to imagine to ourselves 8> 
future condition where the influence of every circum- 
stance will be directed to render vice most diflSoult to 
commit, and virtue most diflicult to avoid; for this wuuld 
not be a state of trial; and if,* in this present life, men 
have obstinately resisted all admonitions, from heaven; 
obdurating themselves against all the affecting displays 
of the Divine kindness, and the deterring manifestations 
of the Divine majesty; it is most reasonable to conclude, 
that a part of them at least would abuse successive trials, 
and frustrate their intention by attachment to present and 
sensual gratificationi What then is to become of them ? 
If we admit a moral government of rational creatures at 
nil, their probation cannot be eternal, for that leads ta 
no result; if probation be appointed, it implies accounta- 
bitit}'', a judicial decision, and that judicial decision, in 
the case of the incorrigible, punishment. Whenever 
then the trial, or the series of trials, terminates as to 
these immortal beings, the subsequent punishment, of 
what kind soever it may be, must be eternal. This doc- 
vine of Scripture rests therefore upon others, of which 
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ttio r.iiioDal evidence 13 aliundaut and convinciug; — ib.ir 
Almighi; God exercUea a moral governineut ovur liid 
crflftiures; that the present lil'e is a state of moral discip- 
line nnd iriul ; nod that inaa is immortal. Ifthe&euro 
allowed, ilie eiernal duration of Allure punUhmeiit aa [o 
the obstinately wicked, must follow ; and its accorUanco 
with the principles juit mentioned, ii its ratioual evi- 
dence. "(') 

Hitherto we have conducted our argument on the aup' 
position that damned aplrlta have not lost iheir moral 
agency; but what, ifMosAL libertt, as Implying a cu- 
pa&itili/ ofchooiing, leekirtg, embracing, and retainitiff 
good, is not possessed by the inhabitduis of Hell, 
WHAT BECOMES or Univebsal Restobatidn! And yet, 
H" the Scriptures bo true, end our argumentation correct, 
(hey cannot possess moral liberty as above explainoi). 
There is even now no freedom of the vUl to that wbicli 
is good, except thro' the received influence of diviijc 
grace or the Spirit of God; but there is no exercise of 
grace, no influence of the Spirit in Hell, (') and the wills 
of persona there are only free to evit. There is ihere- 
fort, in hell, no freedom of the will to good, and conse- 
qaently, in the sense above atnled, there is there no mora! 
liberly ; if no moral liberty, there Is no moral obedience ; 
Ifno moral obedience, there ia the exislanee of operatiti: 
evit; where there is actual, operative evil, there ihe p'.eii" 
lure of Ood and a lauing or happy union with Him, aie 
necessarily aiiaeut; " for thou art not a God that hath 
pleasure in wickedness; neither shall evil dwell with 
Ihee;" Ps. v. 4. and where the pleasure of God, bis gro- 
ctoua presence, nnd o saving or bappy union with Him, 
are not, tliere, in the nature of things, there is no heaven, 
there is etiential miiery—there ii Hell. From the very 
circumstances of their cnso~<he withdrawn 
Uoly Spirit and their abandonment to the unchecked' 
vw^ (6) lotlllglw vol. 1- 230— S32. (7) Set pago 107. 
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swny of their own perverse wills and diabolical passion 
— their removal from a state of probation and incarceia- 
tion in the prison-bouse of Hell, — the damned are ineffa- 
ble of moral improvcmenl : — " It is impossible to renew 
them to repentance,*^ They are strictly speaking " lost" 
^^ cast awaif* ** destroyed :** — like water east upon the 
ground, their moral liberty can never be gathered np 
again:— li is gone— and gone— For Ever ! 



Chapter XII. 

Aaguxknt from the benevolence of god as being 
inconiiitent witu stehnal punishment re- 
futed— annihilation not the punishment of 
tub wicked, and is opposed bt universalism — 
recapitulation. 

The Benevolence of €»ocl h regarded by the Univer-^ 
smlisU as affordiDg in itself an unanswerable argument 
against tha eternity of future punishment. But ihey shouhl 
prore, what they never have yet done, I. that God'ii 
benevolence can bo exerted in behalf of those under fu- 
ture suffering, who^ in this world,, contemptuously anti 
continuedly rejected the offers of mercy, toilhoiU doing 
violence to hia other attribuies, such as, holiness, justice^ 
and tnUk, 

*•* A God all-mercy is a God anjast" 

We know Him who hath sai<l, *' He that being oAeii 
reproved, hardeneth his neck, shall be suddenly dcKtroy- 
ed, and ihatvfUhoul remedy.** Prov. xxix. 1. 3. That 
it is either expressly or impliedly declared in Scripture, 
if other means fail, such an act of benevolence will Im) 
put forth. Without the^e points are satisfactorily cstab-^ 
lished, nil that can be said in favour of them is mere 
declamation— vain '^ as sounding brass or a tinkling 
cymbal." Even could it be (irovcd that God can act 
tfaiiis, without an impeachment of character, a position* 
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which we broadly deny, the question still remains to be 
settled, will he positively and assuredly thus act? Is the 
certainty of it so clearly ascertained as to exclude every 
shadow of doubt? Nothing short of the most unquali- 
fied assurance of this, can satisfy the mind tremblingly 
alive to its future and eternal destiny; for the Diety eon 
do many thing!<, not in the slightest degree inconsisteDt 
with any of his attributes, which we ourselves know He 
does not think proper to do. How utterly groundless, 
how extremely, presumptuous, then, is the expectation, 
that lie will do what He has not- only not promised^ nor 
given the least intimation that he is willing^ to do; but 
agaiust the performance of which stand in firm and fear- 
ful array his justice, truth and holiness ; and yet such is 
the expectation of Uuiversalism as it regards the exer- 
cise of Divine benevolence in the future restoration of 
the damned. 

But We object, on our part, to the use of this argument 
by the Universal ists, because 1. It destroys tbe very idea 
of the future state being probationary ; and they must 
give up either one or the other. 3. It proves that no 
means are used in the future state for salvable purposes, 
or that they are ineffectual; otherwise the benevolence of 
God would not be resorted to. 3. It is only conjectural ; 
unwarranted by the conduct of Providence, which allows 
of suffering of various kinds in this world, and even of 
pain or punishment of a limited duration in the future 
world itself, according to the showing of a part of the 
Universalists themselves. Now the argument from the 
BENEVOLENCE of the Deity, if of any force at all, is as 
much against limited, as it is against eternal suffering. 
For if it would lead the Almighty to terminate the pains 
of the damned, it would not have allowed pain ever to 
have entered into this world, nor to be inflicted in the 
slightest measure on the outcasts from Divine Mercy ia 
the future world. But his benevolence did not prevent 



U9 

he introduction of misery into tbisworU, nor will it pre- 
rent the infliction of it, for ages of ages, on the finally 
mpenitent, as the Restorationists thennselFes allow. So 
;hat by resorting to the mere benevolence of God, with- 
>at reference to the personal qualifications of the parties 
soncerned, to uphold their system, they prove too much 
ftnd so prove nothing. The benevolence of God, there- 
fore, is not inconsistent with punishment, as facts suflici- 
rotly demonstrate, and the mere duration of that punish- 
ment cannot alter the case. 

The following extracts place this subject in the clearest 
lif ht, and must carry conviction to every candid mind« 

*'The known principles of God's admiuistrntion, in the 
moral government of the world, involve suffering ; and 
this suffering, ail acknowledge, is in consequence of sin. 

" If suffering for sin, in some degree, is not inconsist- 
ent with God's goodness, who can determine vshen and 
¥tkere that suffering must stop, lest it should encroach 
upon that goodness? God has taught us, by his adminis- 
tration, that pin deserves and receives punishment; and 
be alone can determine the extent of that punishment. 
For myself, I know of no argument, drawn from the mer- 
cy* love, or goodness of God, against eternal punishment, 
bat sacb as will, in principle, bear with equal force, 
against any degree of punishment, and indeed against 
mvery kind of suffering. 

'* If it is saiti that God must be deficient in poicer or in 
goodwst, if ho permit the eternal misery of any of his 
creatures, ! will prove, by the same reasoning, that God 
miut be deficient in power or in goodness j or he would 
not have permitted misery at all. If it is said that a Goil 
of infinite mercy cannot delight in the eternal misery of 
his creatures; I answer, a God of infinite mercy cannot 
delight in the sulTcrings of any of his creatures for one 
hour. If any one shoulil sny, * If I could prevent it, I 
would not suffer any one to be miserable forever ; 
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ynocb more then will not God, who has all power, an^ 
whose mercy exceeds mine, as much as the heavens are 
liigher than the earth ;'— in reply I might say, If I could 
prevent it, I would not permit misery ataU; I would pm 
rin end to all the suffering of afiicted humanity every 
where: much more then God will not permit suffering) 
who has all power, and whose mercy exceeds mine, as 
much as the heavens are higher than the earth. But God 
tines not put an end to suffering. Affliction and sorrows 
are universally experienced; notwithstanding the infi- 
nite power and mercy of God. Thus we see, all the 
the force of the foregoing arguments, against eternal pao- 
Ishmenr, bears with equal weight against matter of fact 
Therefore these arguments are unsound, and should be 
given up. Every modest man, who is not disposed to set 
up the results of his own reasoning against the kaoirn 
principles of God's moral government. Will, "when he 
Tmda those results and these principles opposed to each 
other, give up the former and submit to the Jitter -— '*Let 
God be true, and every man a liar." But you may say, 
— * Limited suffering is consistent with God's goodne«i, 
becaase he will over-rule nil for the good of the 8u£fer^ 
ers. They will not, in the end, be the losers for their 
Kiifferinffs, but rather the gainers.' To this I answer 

(1.) This destroys entirely the peJiat sanctions of God^d 
]ii\v. It is saying to man, If you transgress, you shall he 
punished in such a measure, and to such a degree, m 
shall, in the end, make you the happier for all your su^ 
ferin?. Who does not see that this is holding out a re- 
wnn! for transgression, rather than a penalty ? 

(2) Could not God have made man just as happy, with- 
out causing him to suffer at all? If you say he could not, 
you limit his potc $7' ; if you say he has the power and not 
the will, you limit his goodness. 

* However,' you will say, 'God, for reasons best known 
to himself, sees it most proper to permit some suffering 



la the worlJ, and over-rule U all fur the general good.' 
True; and for ought tbU reasoning proves to the contrary, 
God Bees it best that the imgionitent transgressor, volun- 
tarily living and dying impenitent, should be 'puniBh- 
«d with everlasting destruction from the presence of the 
Lord, aod froni the glory of his power.' 

"But you cannot see how this can possibly be for iho 
best J and you have niany reasons in your mind ngaiost 
it. Neither can I see, bow it should be best to have a 
■jstem involving suETcring at all; and I have many ren- 
aoiiB in my mind against such a system. Therefore, I 
■ever should believe any hind of suffering necessary, if 
God bad not declared it necessary by his word or tvork>i. 
And it is no matter of wonder that I should not have seen 
ibe propriety of ibis ; for I have never been the I.ord'd 
counsellor. He never bas shown me all the secret 
■prings. the wonderful operations, the nice connexions, 
and the distant bearings, of bis moral system. Neither 
has be shown them to you, nor to any of bis creatures. 
How presuming is it, then, for us to pretend, by our ih- 
ferentlal reasoning from the attributes of God, to deter- 
mine how far the penalty of bis law extends ? Thiit 
God's mercy endureih for ever, wo must alt acknowledue. 
But what is, or is not, couiistent with bis mercy, God 
alone must detemiioe. He has determined It. The >n- 
■pired PanlmisI, in an appeal to God himself, has anid, 
" Unto thee O God, belongeth mercy ; for thou rendered 
to every man according to bis works. "(") 

If (be Divine Benevolence fail them, asihejarc resolv- 
ed by some one means or another to abolish the etemily 
of future punishment, perhaps, the Universnlisis, or 
some of tliom at least, will advocate annihilation, or n 
emUinued tlate ofuncoTiieioumMi. Ifso, tho aettialily of 
Universal salvation is given up. If it be said, that on the 
aoul'a being annihilated, or rendered u 
(g> Iff. FUk't diicottrn. 
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actunWy saved from puniskmenty we ^UBwer, 1. We can* 
not admit annihilation, or a state of unconsciousness, as 
fact, as the contrary doctrine is plainly taught in the 
Scriptures. But 2. Allowing it to be proved, the possi-* 
bility of which we positively deny, it is evident, the salva- 
tion from punishment by annihilation or unconsciousness, 
is not the salvation contemplated or advocated by Uni- 
versalism properly so called ; for it is strenuously assert- 
ed, that, not the righteous only, but all the wicked, will 
be finally and eternaUy saved into heaven, admitted to a 
state o^ perfect, and unlimited enjoyment : -^a salvation ^ 
surely, widely different from mere deliverance from suf- 
fering by a reduction of the soul to a state of unconsci' 
ousness or total annihilation. 

The four points, above discussed, constitute the pillars 
of Universalism, as held by the Bestoratiouists, the ad* 
vocates of a future limited punishment; — without these it 
cannot stand; and if they are undermined by the authority 
of the Sacred Scriptures, the whole system or superstme- 
ture erected upon them, is overthrown. Now, without 
arrogance, we may assert, that from the Sacred Oracles 
and legitimate inferences therefrom, we have clearly 
shown, that 1. The future state is not probationary. 2. 
That MEANS arc not used for the restoration of damned 
Spirits, 3. That the dzsign of the means, if any, is not 
to prepare the souls of the ^HosV^ for heaven. And 4. 
That there is no certainty of the means, were any 
used, being effectual for this purpose in every instance; 
but that the punishment of the finally impenitent is strictly 

ETERNAL. 

The conclusion, to which, from these premises, we are 
necessarily driven, is, — If Scripture is true Universal 
Restoration is false — the offspring of '* the bottomless 
Pit"— the ^^hroad road v:hich leadeih to destruction,^' 




Chapter XIII. 



Pahaqci exflained viz :— Gkn. xii- 3— Ps. ixiL 27,— Pk 

Uviii. S. — la. Ivii. IC— Eze. ivi. 65.— Matt. ivij. II.— 

AcT< iii. 21.— Rom. v. 19— Rom. liv 9.— 1 Coh. m. 82,- 

1 Cor. iv. 24—1 Cor. iv. 25. 28,-1 Coh. iv. 26— 

CoLOSi. i. 20.— Philip ij. 10. 11,-1 Johk iii. 8.— Rev. v. 

13.— Rev, iiL. 4.— cdnolubiom. 

In the preceding pagea we have noticed Bnd explained 

some of the passages of Holy Writ wbich are perverieil 

Iroiti Ibeir true Scripiura) ineaaing lo prop up ibe fulse 

«nJ tottering aystem of UaiveraalMm -.—a few others nill 

now bo aobmitteU to the aitentiou of the reaJer- 

The key to all tboso paBsagos, which cither eipresEly 
ftr impliedly affirm, that, God hmi no filemure in Ihe death 
ofaiinner,ih9.\ke\Bill3allmenlobe»aved,\ba\. he U Ike 
Saviour of ail men, — is givea in Ciiiftbr UI| bo ibai a 
particular notice of these or similar passages, in this 
place, is not accessary. 

Geaeiis xii. 3. is quoted to prove Universal salrallon : 
— " la ibee shall all ibo families of the earth be blessed." 
This verse is explained by Gal. iii. 9. "And the Scripture, 
foreieeiDg that God would justify ibe benthen ibrough 
bith, preached before ihe Gospel unto Abraham, saying. 
In thee shall all nations bo blessed." — Salvation thro' 
Chriai, the seed of Abraham, constiiuCcs this blossedncftr, 
u t^oto jrou fint God) having raived up his Son Jeaus, 
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sent him to bias you, in turning away every ene of yon 
from his iniquities." Acts ill. 36. The meaniDg of the 
passage is, God, in Christ, has provided salvation for 
Jew and Gentile, for all mankind; and it is equivalent to 
the expression, Christ has tasted death for every man. 
The actual reception of this salvation or blessedness de- 
pends upon a personal compliance with the conditions on 
which it is suspended. " So then they which be offaUk 
are blessed with faithful Abraham; for as many as are of 
the works of the law are under the curse.^' Gal. iii. 9,10. 
This verse, therefore, does not secure the actual salva- 
tion of all meuj unless it can be shown that aH men, with- 
out exception, ''are the children of Ood by faith in 
Christ Jesus." 

*< All the ends of the world shall remember and tarn 
unto the Lord; and all the kindreds of the nations shall 
worship before thee." Ps. xxii. 37. " All nation^ whom 
thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, 
Lord; and shall glorify thy name." Ps. Ixzzvi. 9. These 
verses contain a prediction of the universal spread of 
religion during the latter days. The scene evidentfy re- 
fers to Time and has not yet been realized. <^ All the 
ends of the world," ''all nations" &c. have not as yet 
" remembered," and "turned unto the Lord" ^c. :— the 
prophecy remains to be fulfilled, and will certainly receive 
its accomplishment in the latter day glory, when "the earth 
shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea." Is. xi. 9. It is, however, a strange mode 
of reasoning to attempt to prove from one or both of 
these verses, that they who remember not God, nor turn 
unto him, nor worship before him, nor glorify his name, 
shall be saved! And yet this is the reasoning of Univer- 
salism! 

**ForI will not contend for ever, neither will I be al- 
ways wroth; for the spirit should fail before me, and the 
souls which I have made." Is. Ivii. 16. This is quoted 



tDsb'owibat God will not contend, or be wrath against 
tbe finally impeniteni forever and thiit they wilt be event- 
ually sareil. Bu< any other jiromise given Tor the en- 
couragement of the ira\y penitent mtgbinB well be quoted 
for this purpose, as the above; for that this is a promise 
of this nniure the context fully proves. " Thus saith thu 
High and Lofty One, that inhabiteth eternity, whose 
name 'n Holy; 1 dwell in the high and holy place, with him 
also that is of a eontrile and humble ipirit, (o revive the 
tpirit of tbo humble, and to revive the heart of the ccn- 
hitt one* For I will not contend for over, &e." That this 
has DO reference! to obstinate, hardened offenders is au 
^lain as not to deserve further notice, 

"When ihy (Jerusalem's) sisters, Sodom and her daugh- 
ters, shall return to their former estate, and Samaria ami 
ber daughters shall return totheir former estate, (hen thou 
(Jerusalem) and thy daughters shall return to their for- 
mer estate. '' Ezlt. xvi. 55. This passage is looked upon 
ns containing an absolute promise of tho deliverance of 
t)ie Sodomites out of Hell. " ti ia evident," say the Re- 
■toraiionists, "thot the inhabiianla of Sodom will bo con- 
demned in the day of Judgment, and punished in the take 
of fire; consequently tho return of their cnpliviiy is not to 
be expected till ader tho croation of the New Earth." 

Their error consists In the supposition that this prophe- 
ey will be fulfilled in the orig-inal inhabitants of Soduiu- 
Biil the very language in which the doom of the Sud<J- 
roites is expressed forbids such a construction. The uri- 
ginal inhabitants, except Lot and bis daughters, were tfc- 
itroycd, conautned and not, as the context in EzckitI 
speaks jcnl into captivity. Now Lot and bis dau^-btcra 
were the only inhabitants of Sodom that survived; and ivo 
are informed, (Gen. xis. ST, SS) that the Moabitcs and 
Animorites are the descendants of the children of Lot by 
hia daughters; and are therefore to be regarded ns the dt- 
fj ofihe inbabiianis of the destroyed ciiy. Ueoc« 
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the prophecy of the return of Sodom's and her daagb* 
ters' captivity will be fulfilled in the persons of the futuni 
Ammomites andMoabites. Of this event there is an ex« 
press prediction and promise. '' Yet will I bring again 
the captivity of Moab, in the latter days, saith the Lord." 
Jer. xlviii. 47. ** I will bring again the captivity of the 
children of Ammon." lb. xlix. 6. There is also a pro« 
mise of the restoration of Jerusalem in its future desceof 
dants, ** Behold I will take the children of Israel firom 
amoDg the heathen^ whither they be gone, and gather 
them on every side, and bring them, into their own lands 
and I will make them one nation in the land upon the 
mountains of Israel ; and one king shall be king to them 
all: and they shall be no more two nations^ neither ^aU 
they be divided into two kingdoms any more at all : to 
moreover I will make a covenant of peace with them ; it 
shall be an everlasting covenant with them : and I will 
place them, and multiply them, and will set my sanctu- 
ary in the midst of them forever more, and the heatkeii 
shall know that I the Lord do sanctify Israel, when my 
sanctuary shall be in the midst of them forever more." 
£zkl. xxxvii. Si-2d. From the expressions employed it is 
evident that this predictive promise, the same as contain- 
ed in the passage under consideration, remains to be ac- 
complished. But will it be accomplished in Time^ or 
after the Judgment ? In Time most assuredly ; for the 
Israelites are to be taken from among the ^^heathen^^ and 
to "dwell in their own land^*' the "land of their fathers.'^ 
This then is an established point, Jerusalem, in its des- 
cendants, is to be restored in Time and not after the 
Judgment. Then the question as to the period of Sodom'a 
restoration is also settled : — on this head the Prophet is 
very explicit — " fVhen I shall bring again their captivity, 
the captivity, of Sodom and her daughters, and the cap- 
tivity of Samaria and her daughters, then will I bring 
again, the captivity of thy (Jerusalem's) captiveij in the 
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midBt oftbem. SFhen, thysistere, Sodom and her daugh' 
lOTB, shall returD to tbeir rormer estaie and Samaria aaii 
b«r daughlera sliall return to llieir furiner eslnte, then 
thou (Jerusalem) and thy daughters sbuH reiurn to yuur 
former eatale." Now Jerusalem and her daughters are 
to tie restored in Time; but Sodom and her daughters are 
to be restored when Jerusatein and her daughters are re- 
stored : ihereforo Sodom and her daughters are to be re- 
Btored in Time. So then "if it is evident," as the Iteatora- 
liooista affirm, " that the (original) inhabitants of Sodom 
will be condemned in the day of Judgment and punished 
ID the lake of £re," — there they must remain under con- 
demnation and punishment for aught tbe above passage 
can do to effoct ihcir deliverauce. We would observe, 
ibat, could it be shown that the return spoken of, referred 
to tbe original inhabitants of Sodom, wc are utterly at a 
loss to couceive what advantage the Reaioraiioniata could 
derive from the prediction. For to what are they to re- 
turn/ To iheir "/ormer estate." But what was their 
"/ormer estate?" Heavertt Elerttai glery and felicity i 
No! ibey were inhabitants of a oily in Syria, The very 
expression "/ornier estate," excludes all idea of their 
being restored to heaven ; unless it caa be proved they 
were in heaven be/ore tbeir deilruclion. 

" And Jesus answered and euld unto them, Elioa truly 
aball first come, and restore all things." Matt. xvii. II, 
From this verse it is at ouce concluded that all lapsed in- 
telligencies, damned spirits and condemned angels, will 
be restored to heaven. But the vrord apokathittetui, ba» 
anolber signi6cation beside to replace in a former *tate, 
namely to complete oi aceomptith, which Je the meaoing 
il should here bear. The Syriac and Persic versions 
reader the passage, "aball complete all things." Tbe 
"things" to be completed by John were the evenli prc- 
diated of him by the propheu; and that John aeeomplith- 
td all tbe predictions uttered concerning bim every aitea- 
tive reader of the £va»galisi3 muat be well assured. 
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"Whom (Jesus Christ) the hearen must' receive untif 
tile times of restitution of all things, which God hath spo- 
ken by the mouth of all his holy prophets since the world 
began." Acts iii. SI. A similar meaning to that giren 
above is forced upon this verse. But the nonn apokatas' 
tasisj rendered * ^restitution," comes firom the verb men- 
tioned in the preceding paragraph, and signifies eompk' 
Hon or accomplishment; and the '^ completion of all 
things" spoken of in this verse, means the accomplish- 
ment of all the promises or predictions, contained in the 
Old Testament, concerning the kingdom of Christ on 
earth till he shall come to judge the world; for of this 
have all the prophets spoken ; but in no one instance' 
have they spoken of the restoration to heaven of lost and 
miserable spirits: — to prove the contrary of which we 
utterly defy the Universalists. 

<' As by the offence of one, judgment came upon all 
vcien to condemnation ; even so, by the righteousness of 
one, the free gift came upon all men to justification of 
Hfe." Rom. v. 18. This verse is triumphantly quoted 
as an irrefragable proof of Universal salvation. But the ' 
Apostle is not here speaking of final salvation ; but is 
striving to uproot the prejudices of the Jews who con- 
fined the blessinga of salvation to themselves alone, by 
proving that the atonement of Christ is as extensive as 
the original offence and consequently that it extends to 
all, Gentiles as well as Jews ; so that now none would 
be condemned for original sin, as that had been atoned 
for by the death of Christ :— in this sense, as all had* 
been involved in condemnation by the offence of Adam, 
so by the sacrifice of Christ justification of life, freedom 
from the curse of the original transgression, had come 
upon all. But this still leaves men accountable for their 
personal transgressions ; and tho» the merits of Christ so 
**abound," as to extend to the pardon of the " many of- 
fences" of those who repent and believe, yet, the impeni- 
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tern and unbelieving are not only liable to future punish- 
ment for ibeir maDy actual sins, but to aggravated punish- 
ment for "neglecting the great salvation." "We are un- 
to God a Eweet savour of Christ in llieni that are saved, 
and Id tbem that perish: To the one we are the savour of 
death unto death; anri to the other the savour of it/e unto 
Ufe." 3 Cor. ii. 15- 16. Some "perish for whom Christ 
died;" 1 Cor. viii. II. and therefore Rom. v. 18, proves 
not the doctrine which it is brought to establish. See also 
Heh. s. 29. 

" For this end Christ both died and rose and reviveil, 
Ihat he might lie Lord both of the dead and the living." 
Rom. xiv. 9. What, we ask, has this to do with Universal 
salvation ? The verse is expressive of Christ's authority 
in both worlds ; but authority does not imply salvation. 
He will esercise hia/ioioer and authority inpunisAtn^ the 
wicked as well as in rewarding the righteous, 2 Thesa. i. 
7—10. 

"For as in Adam all die, even so In Christ ehnll all be 
made alive." 1 Cor. xv, Hi. But the utmost ibis can 
prove is that all men shall be raised from the dead ; but 
whether (heir resurrection will be to "life" or to "damna- 
tion," is another question, John v. 23. 39. 

"Then comelh the end, when he shall have delivered 
up the kingdom to God, even the Father; when he sbalt 
have put down all rule and authority and power." I 
Cor. IV. 24. The argument from this verse is that, as 
" Christ's kingdom," which is said to be "forever," ia 
hero declared to "cnme to an end," so will "future 
punishment," which is eaid fo be "for ever" come to an 
end. But this verse says no such thing that Christ's king- 
dom will come to an end :— it says that, then cometh the 
Old, the end of the present world, vjhen be Christ, shall 
bBLve detiuered up tho mediatorial kingdom to Cod, Sic. 
Delivering up and eotaing to an end ave^ two distinct 
thtnga. Tbe mediation of Christ, afler the termination of 
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this present system, will cease, but the kingdom will be 
God's forever and forever. The conclusion therefore 
forced from this verse entirely fails. 

<< For he must reign, till he hath put all enemies under 
his feet. And when all things shall he subdued unto him, 
then shall the Son also himself be subject unto him, that 
put all things under him, that God may be all in all." 1 
Cor. XV. 25. 28. From this the Universal restoration or 
salvation of all men is inferred, — but with as much pro- 
priety as if it had been inferred from Matthew xzv. 46v 
The phrases *^put all enemies under his feet" — "all things 
shall be subdued unto him,^* — are not expressive of the 
grace or favor of Christ, but of his power and authority 
in conquering, defeating^ overthtowir^ his foes. Hi?, 
indeed, must be a lively imagination, that. can perceive in 
thene expressions any indications of the Saviour's mere^ 
towards his subjugated enemies ! 

" The last enemy that shall be destroyed is death.* 
I Cor. XV. 26. Hence it is concluded that Hdl will be 
destroyed. But does the hell of fire rank among the num- 
ber of Christ^s "enemies?" Is it not his "prison" m 
which be will punish the wicked? Can a "prison" be 
called an "enemy?" Is it not necessary for the execution 
of his righteous administration ? The hell of fire,^ there- 
fore, is not included among those "enemies" which shall 
be "destroyed," the last of which is "death." In Rev. xx. 
14. 15. we read, "and death and hell, (the term "hell**^ 
here being used for the place of separate spirits) were 
cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. And 
whosoever was not found written in the book of life was- 
cast into the lake of fire." The "lake of fire," it appears 
will exist and persons will be "cast into" it, after the 
destruction of natural death by the resurrection of the 
body:— so that if the "death'^ of the body is the "last 
enemy that shall be destroyed," the "hell of fire" will 
nut be destroyed but have a subsequent and permaaent, 
existence. 
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'■AnJ having made peace throus^ the blood of the 
erosB, liy him to reconcile all things unio bimseir; hy him, 
1 say, whether they be things in earth, or tbings, in bea- 
ven." Coloas. i. 30, But not one word is said about 
reconciling things in kell, and so the verse has nothing to 
do with Universal reBiorniion. 

"That at ihe name of Jesua every knee should bow, of 
things in heaven, and things in earth, and things uniler the 
earth; nnd that every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Fnlher." Philip 
II. 10. II. Whatever may be understood by the "ihinge 
under the earth" whether devils or damned spirits in tbe 
shades below,— tho verses apeak of them as »(t7/ beiTig 
" under the earth," and not in heaven — a. fact tvbich must 
not be lost sight of — and it is not difTiculi to conceive chat 
even these oiiicnsis from the Divine mercy should be 
made to "6oia at the name of Jesus," a strong figurative 
expression oC his acknowledged anihority over them, nnd 
"con/iw that bo is Lord," the Supreme Governor of the 
onivcrae. As applying to these miserable beings, tbe 
words "boiv" and "confess," do not imply their volun- 
tary Bubmiseion to bis sway, or their restoration to bis fa> 
TOur; but the contrary- In the days of bis flesb, devils 
tmfetied Jesus Christ to be Lord ; but they were not as 
« natural conaequence restored to moral rectitude or 
spiritual happiness- See Luke iv. SS. 3-J. The whole 
passage is a highly figurative expression of the Unirer- 
sally acknowledged authority and power of the Lord 
Jetus Christ, nnd has no connexion with the doctrine 
wbich the Cniversalists bring it to support. 

"For this purpose tbe Son of God was mnnifeslcd that 
he might destroy tho works of ibe devil." 1 John iii. 8. 
We briefly despatch this verse by observing, that it might 
■ervo the turn of the Universalis ts, if they could prove, 
\\XK p^nitking »inner» in htil'n t^ work of the devil ! 

"And every creature which is in heaven, nnd on eorih 
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and under the earthj and such as are in the sea, and all \ 
that are in them, heard I saying, Blessing and honor and 
glory, and power, be unto him that sitteth upon the 
throne, and an to the Lamb forever and ever." Rev. v. 
IS. This verse is quoted as a triumphant proof of future 
restoration. But it is evident there is no allusion, the 
most remote, to such an event. The ascription of hon- 
our, glory, and power to God and the Lamb by those 
<< under the earth," supposing by these are meant the 
damned, is nothing more than might be expected ; whilst 
they still abide under the divine wrath and displeasure. 
See Philip ii. 10. 11. before explained. This verse there- 
fore is not expressive in the least of future restoration. 
Quere : — If this be the song of the restored^ why are 
they said to be still ^^under the earthl^^ One would sup- 
pose if they were restored^ they would be in heaven / 

*' And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes ; 
and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor 
^^I'yiog) neither shall there be any more pain : for the 
former things are passed away." Rev. xxi. 4. The 
"death," here mentioned as being "no more," is not the 
"second death," as the Universalists vainly endeavour to 
show, but the death of the "body" which will be raised 
and rendered immortal. It should also be observed, that 
the verse is expressive of the happiness of the righteous, 
of the inhabitants of the " New Jerusalem:" — to apply 
the declarations which are expressive of the happiness of 
the righteous to the wicked and accursed is just as pro- 
per as to apply the perfections of the Diety to the Old 
Serpent ; and yet it is a common practice with the Uni- 
versalists to appropriate the promises which belong to 
the "people of God" to those of an opposite character, — 
the "children of the Devil !" 

The above are the principal passages on which the 
Universalists found their system;— -others of the like cha- 
racter might be adduced:— but on the whole they perpe- 
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trato the greatest perversion, contorting them from their 
plain and obvious meaning ; or not harmonizing them 
with the general scope of the Scriptures. 

The reader is seriously and affectionately requested to 
weigh the preceding discussions in the balance of a sound, 
impartial, and discriminating judgment, comparing scriiH 
ture with scripture ; and, under the abiding conviction, 
that the interests of an eternity are involved in the 
theoretic and practical results to which he may arrive, 
to adopt that system of religious belief and practice by 
which he is willing to die and to be awarded by the judge 
of quick and dead. 
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